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can tind soinething, even iu the outwvard forin thiat wvi1l apply to tlieir oivn
particular case -nucL more in the oblect aîîd ineaning of the different parts.
Eitch mnan, N'ith his own pectiliar teniptations, joys, sorrows, niay hind
80o1netbi1)na, that suitS hiluself ; ecdi mnan, like Nathanaei under 1118 fig.tree,
niav fitid tbe Saviotir's eye fixeci on Iimi alune. IVe soînetimesina'n
that by Ilpreaching the~ gospel " is nieant preading the saine trutli over and
over a-ain in tie saine words, to congregations lîowever different froiii cadli
oither, umîder occasions however different cachi froxîî eachi. Thîis ivas not the
preaching of thc Gospel by Juini ivho first preaclied it; even iii die short
coxnpass of tie Gospels every dhord of the lieart is struck, every intiirmnity
of the coniscience and iiiid is roused and sootlîed. ]Eeaven and earti iv
pass aiway, but as longr as a, single hiuman soul survives in the deptlis tif
etcrnity, in that huinan soul Ohrist's words wvi1l live, will find a hîearing, wi!l
awaken a, response.

And this v'aricty is cxpressed and is securcd by a process in itse1f
instructive. Not, by oîxe forin of teaching, only, but by inany. By thinga
newv and old ; by discourses, such as thc Sermon on the Mount ; by stern
trutli or severe rebuke, as iii the argument vdth thxe Phayisees -and
Sa(ducceesi; by pleasant fiction and parablo, sudl as those Be spoke on
thc sea-shore of Gennesareth. rteineniber this, ail that learn and all thiat
teach. Not by one chaniiel only, but by înany, is God's trîîth co-aveyed ;
011e may have more attraction for one class, one for another; by somet
ineans or other, Christ would hiave us taughlt to know Ris Fatlier's minci,
to do His Fzitlîr's will ; but every one of those ways and ineans is after Ris
exaxnpie.

3. Qonsider, again, how the wvords, as it were, force ub away f roin
the iniere letter fliat kihis to tie Spirit that gives ]ife and lives fur ever.
Souii of you inay hiave ]îcard Linther's celebrated description of St. Paul's
language: IlThc wvords of St. Pauîl are not dead words; they are livingll
cratures, and hiave hiands and feet." Ile inuant thereby to describe. ani
did faithfuily describe, the extraordinary force and completenteso; flcth
words of that great alj9stle, eaclh of which sem to have a distinicttxér.- ..ild
sub)stance of its ow'n. Btit tliere is soinething in our Lord's -words :îî
s-tili we aliuiost forget that they are ivords ; they scein but as a tran1s-
parent lighlt, in wîicli the trutli i8 coiîtaincd. N~o scct lias turned theici
into wvatchw~ords ; they are ahinost like a sou! witlîout a body ; to use Ris
owr. description, "Tfli wvords timat Be speaks to us are.spirit and are ie

This peculiarity is conniected Nvith another, wviich the aposCe hilmsuif
lias indicated. lIt is truc of the Scriptures generally that they. trea> of
genieral principies, ixot detailed applications. But this 18 specially truc
of our Lord's teachîingr, even in conîparison withi thaï, of His own aposties.
«-Not 11, but the Lord," says St. Patul, wlien lie lays dowvn the iiversal
priticipie about niarriage. Il1. îîot the Lord," lie says, whien lie gives the

*speciai application and exception. And this is brou-lit about by the verý
f orn in whicii our Lordl's teadhing is cNpressed. lie hiniself speaks of
lis worcls as the seeds cast fortli by thc sower. So they are. They are
miot niere criînbs of bread t]îrow-n down, devotired, and lost, but seecis
-%viicli sink into thec prouiid andi bear fruit. But here also is Ris ow'ni

« sYiî truc ]Except the sec ci die, it abideth alone ; but, if it (lie, it
b nilgeth forthi nuch fruit." TIc word, the precept, the letter of this
tcachi:ng often flot only dies, but carrnes so evidentiy on its face the mark
of Cleath, of iîupossibility, çaf contradiction, as to tell us thiat flot iii the
word itself, but in the nieaîiing, in the life, in the spirit of thîe word is
the mial trutlî to bc found. Lika Himiseif, it 1,is not hiere, it is risen.-
Takze the prcceIpts which tell us to turn the left clieek to, lM thiat siuxite.9
on thc riglit, or to sut oùT our right !îand whlen it offeîîds us." Thc obedience
to tuie lutter is impossible ; it tlîrows us off to soinetiuig greater, ]iigher.
Nvider thian itseif. O)r take thic instances o! passages whicix appear to opposet.


