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"Thon, you do not feel annoyed with me for acting the part of groomeman, wliile thse Squire
net having-." gave away the bride. The &Ul important cere-

"1Not a bit-not a bit," put in William, with. mony eoncluded, we sat down te a Suniptuous
a rnerr twinkle in his oye : Ilit's just exactly repust, and the manner in whieh we got thmrugh
wbat I anticipated front the first." with the edibles, bore evidence that thse sol-

IlWhat!" I exclalmed, forgetting-in my emnity of the occagion had, by no meang spoiled
eagcrness-about the presence of tho Squire. our appetites.
"Do you mean to say, that you anticipatod, By the time we had finiolhed our breakfast
that I would marry Alice Graham myseif ?" the carriage-whlîi William had thoughtfully

"0 f course I did !" wvitli a burst of merry brought with hlm for our use-wa8 at the door,
laughter. IlDid you suppose me suchi a fool, and in less than half an hour the good-byes
as te imagine that site would take a fancy to a were uttered, and William and Alice and I
hum-drum old fogy like me?" 1wcre being whirled away £rom Rosemount at a

"Thoin, aftor ail, this mission on whioh you Jslapping pace, bebind a span of spinited greys.
sent me wvas only a ruse to entrap me into a * * * * *

courtsliip." 1Just on the city's outskirts, we fourLd a rather
IlNothing more or leas, 1 assure yeu : yeu handsome gotlsle cottage, which appearcd to

know I tried almost ovcry othor means without; suit us to a charm, andl into whicoh, on our
sueoess, 80 I thoughit I would sec wliat a little 1,return fromt a pleasazit littie wcddizig tour, Alice
strategy would accomplishi. But bore corntes îand I entered and took possesaion. My brother
the young lady hierseif," and William turned to -- stili unmarried-has been living with us ever
shako hands with Alice 'tvho now appearod at since we commcenced houso-keepîng, and ap-
the door. pears to bo perfectly satisfied witb the way ini

Alice and I wére married next nmorning in a which his Ilcourtship by proxy"- termninatefi,
quiet and unostentatieus manner, miy brother i and-8o am 1.

THIE HISTORY 0F ACADIE.*

Tinis work, altboughi it lias been before the
public for some time, (having been publislied in
monthly numbers frorn March 1865, to Feb-
ruary 1867), bas not received froas any of the
newspapers of the Lowcr Provinces, that share
of attention which se laborious and important a
work rcnlly deservos. Indeed, we are inclined
to fear that, of the public journalists who have
notioed it front tirne to tinie, but few have liad
leisure or inclination to give it a careful peru-
sal. Nor- is this a matter of muchi surprise.
The style in wvhich it is written, is suchi as to
repel that largo class, which, at the present day
rcad only for pleasure, and certainly Mr. Mur-
doch's work cannot be rcgarded by any one as
light and pleasant reading. The 4- listory of
Acadin,," so far as completed, consists of nearly
2000 pages, octave, and is broughit down to the
ycar 1827. The Author proposes Ilafter a lit-
tic rest," te continue the work down to Uic
present time. It cannot bo denied, that the in-
dustry and research whichi lic bas broughit to
bear on titis uin(ertaking, are niost comniend-
able, and entitle Iiilut to the gratitude of the
future bistorians of tiiese Provinces. But these
qualities, lîoiever valuable they iiîay ho, are
not the only ones nccessary for sticcess. Un-
fortunateiy for the Author, tlîey are almost the
oiily qualifications lie possesses for the tsk hoe
lias undertaken. lit generalization and skiii ln
tie arrangVement of bis niaterials lie is îniserabiy
dlefective. Hie appears to have no conception

of tic manner la wich tic factz at his cons-
niand should be groupcd, so as te uiake tise
pictures have Uic ch2xacter of a living pan~or-
ama of thec trnes of whici hoe writes. ii@ wholc
wvork is like a Chiriese painting, without per-
spective or shading. Faets tiat have thc re-
mnotest possible connection with tI4c main action
of the Ilistory are given as prcnientiy as tise
nmain action itself. A contcusptibie quarrel
about seme Maroons that were brought te Nova
Scotia from Jamaica, receives more pronuinence
thtan thse Siege of Louisburg or thse arrival cf
the Loyalists. Iîîdeed Mr. Murdoch's work is
la ne sense of thse word a History. It is siniply
a collection cf facts la reference to the Province
inartisticaily jumbled together, anI muiglt bo
appropriatcly termed-"l Annals cf Aceadie."

I{aving said titis mucli, we nmust net by any
means, ho undcrstcod as undervaluing thse resuit
cf the Author's labor. It would bie unfair flot to
te admit, that Mr. Murdoch bus (lue thse people
cf tise Lowcr Provinces a great service ln putting
on record, facts whlîi, otiîerwise mighit soon
have been utteriy lest. 'No defeots cf style or ar-
rangement, can rob hini of the honor cf being thc
first te give an cxtended acceisat cf the early
settlenient and conquest of these Provinces. In-
deod it bas often been a suatter of surprise te us,
that ne ene lias beforo bcen found te undertake
Uie task of writing sucis a }Iistory. The subjoot
is, certaiuly, one of tise b-reatest intcrest te us,
net only as Colonists, but as subjects cf t.he
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