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This narrative la drartu up lu tht hoPe
tbat IL May prove nu encouragement te manly
a mnlister wbo is now bearlug tht brrdeti
and heat et the day. IL Is sîilli my delight
tram ime te ime, as Gad gives oppottunitY
te preach Hîs glorleus gespel, and especially
among Ihose te whom In former ytars and
In tarlier pastorales It iras Miy prîvilege te
break tht bread etf1Hie. Tht spread e! tht
priociples et Teraperance bas always been lu
my estimation et such heip ln tht bulidîng up
cf tht Church et Cthrst, tha t ram tht first It
bas been te miea duîy and privilege te labeur
zeaieusly aunls behaîf bath by vaice and
peu, te whlcb Marty letters prînted lu tht
ne,çspapers and pamphlets pubîîshed, whlch
bave bad a large circulation, bear abundant
evfdence.

Tht jubiietet my enîrance upo tht min-
lsîry iras celehraîed lu West Cburch,
Toronto, en September 551h, by a public
meeting wicb filled the churcb, and amid
the warm congratulations ot many fritnds,
aid and uti, irbon tomne il was a very great
pleasure te meet. Tht Rev. Dr. Gregg,
an oId and hanoured friend, presided, and
amoug ihese irbo teck part au tht occasion
were tht Rev. W. S. Bail, Rev. Professor
Maclaren, Rev. Professer Wallace, et Victoria
Meîhaodiu Colege ; Rev. Dr. Parsons, Rev.
Mlessrs. Wm. Patterson, 1. A. Turubuil, W.
G. Wallace, and Rev. Principal Cayeu D.D.,
the Rev. Drs. Blaccsreck and Parker
et tht Metbodisî Cburch, and Messrs. R. S.
Gourlay, eider, and John Lailair. 1 would
close these remnuiscences ln tht langitage of
tht lPsalmist, "Goodnesa and mercy bave
toiiowed me ail the days o! my lite."

A COURE OF PRA YER.

Our Universities and College are about te
tbroir open their doors. Already ire bear
thetîramp o! a marcbinz hast moviug up te
tht halls et learning there te seek prepara-
lion for tht serlaus business cf lite. Impres-
sive !is lu01, Ibis activîty? Worthy the
ambition behlndit and prophetic ot noble
acimen o dtieyon waknal e
acientfrect Io ng Cau nada's qunp
Canadian ueed tee! ashamed andilu ne
deparîmeut et learuiog are better provision2s
made than iu Theological training. Tht
Preshyterian Church bas five colleges tairly
irell maned and delng efficient service. Yet
if itbe possibletfor the Cburch ta do more for
the colieges or tht colleges te do more for
the Church, kit s our business te assume
respousibiliîy for the accamplisbmeuî
ot both ends. Principal Caven's article
lu the September Xnox College Afonthiy
bas strongly sîated tht former respausibiiity.
We desire te draw artention te tht latter.

Ont department et tht theological course
deserves, ire think, a cousideration net new
accerded It-viz., the funiction et public
prayer. Churches there art which -glory la
a riîualistic service. Sanie pay chief atten-
tion te tht musical element lu worsip.
Prcsbytcrians aim te make the sermon the
srrong part af public service; uer lu Ibis de
I thîuk we are wraug. But If tht sermon
sorts tht seed, Is it not Impertant that the
sai of tht seul sheuid be prepared for its
Teceptien ? Bortai ten have we heard tram
the same lips a sermon that was orderly,
clear, virile ; and a prayer that iras ram-
bling, weak and Indefinite, tht former being
a presentation of ireil censldered, ireil ar-
ranged and important trth ; tht latter for
seme reason Ili consldercd and poorly ar-
ranged tbeeight bora amidet apparent strug-
gît.

Sncb disparity betireen powter In preach-
ing and la public prayer Is as discredîtabie
as It is unjustifiable. Where sucb Is tht
case, tht Individual may be whelly respens-
Ible. but It is passible bis celiege course was
at fauît. Preaching Is deemed et such
moment that lu addition te arts training
we provide prefessors In exegetics, apelo-
getics, hemileîics, rhetoric, etc., wile but n
(ert hours Iu the catîre course are deveted
<pecificaly te public prayer. Some colleges,
Rive more, seme iess ; but ire hold prayer
te be o!f riinary importance lanaur services,

and training lu 1I« tsheuid net havea seceuriarY
place ln cellege. Spurgeon, i3eecher,
Parker and znany ether Illustrions preachers
owed mucb cf their Influence ta their mar-
velleus power lu public prayer. Wbatever
may be tht consensus et opinion lu our
Church regarding the readIng of sermons,
the whole weight of the Cburcb Is against
the readîr,' ef prayers. Since, then, prayer
must be extempore, If Is demanded cf minis-
ters by the vital Importance ot the office that
tbelr prayers shall be edifylug, inspIratienal
and powertul, Tht mere suggestiea et rules
er training ln Ibis cennection la an efletice
te certain devout mlnds who hold that prayer
shouid be the speutaneaus expressiona of
tht heart's desîre. Such a claini applies,
hoivever, more properly ta privat than ta
public prayer. Tht former Is between tht
seul and God aioe, but lu tht latter a pro-
phet appeinîed expresslV te bE a teacher te
bis people Is expecîed ta lead their dleva-
lions.

Iune conceivable place could tht artl-
ficlal and superficlal be moere abhorrent than
in prayer. It Is that the soul's Inspiration
maybe poured tertb Inteiligcntly and effec-
tively that training lu uecessary. We do
net expect rules et granamar, rheteric and
bomiletlcs te maire sermons artîficlal or ln-
efficient. If training fer preaching is no.ces-
sary, ne Iess la il se for public prayer. To
quote (rom Principal Caveu (Septeniber
M[Ontl/dp, P 136). «"Whitle ne course cf study,
general or speciai, cao compensat for tht
vaut ef spîrîruat dIscerument and the teach-
Iog ai tht Hoiy Ghost, ik Is foolish te allege
that tht Spiriî's îeachiîeg makes intellectual
discipline and theological study unneces-
sary. s

If thîs intrusion pravekes a discussion,
or leads ta a single addltlonai lecture ou
Ibis mameuteus theme, cur courage in mak-
Iug tht suggestions above will be repald.
But we go turther. Many laymeu who iead
lu demestic and social prayer, and minîisters
likewise, now beycnd the reach of cellege
lectures weuld be grateful, we are sure, If
soute gifted peu would open "A Cellege cf
Prayer " lu tht colunias of TisE CANADA
PRESflYTERIAN, ghving shert and suggestive
articles on such subjects as tht fellowlng :

L. Thei Conditions cf Effective Prayer.
(a) Subjective. (b) Objective.

.Il. Différent kiuds of Prayer <Adoration,
Oonfesstan, Tlsanicsgivlng, Petîtten, Inter-
cession, Communion).

Ill. Tht Use ef Scripîure Language in
Prayer.

IV. Common Delects lu Public Prayer.
V. Cbaracterlstics cf Effective Prayer.
VI. Hart te Avoid Saineuess et Expres-

sion.
VII. Tht Philosaphy of Prayer (job xxi.

15)-
V III. Dorrestic Worshlp.
IX. The Prayer Meeting. etc., etc.
The disciples of eur Lord asked for

teaching lu prayer. We tee! the saine ueed.
Tht saine need exists ta-day..

A SERtVANT OF CHRIST.
London, September 281h, 1896.

A YOUYG BNDEÀ VORER.

Semeîblug seemed ta draw Kathleen
Huoghes and Ruby Haidane tagether, ai-
though lu manner and disposition they were
quite unlike. Tht latter had been accus-
tamed te a lite e! affluence, and iras the
yeungest et a large, weli-to-do worldly tamiiy.
Ruby had growta t hink tee mucli ot herselt
and tee uittle e! ethers. On the other baud,
Kathleen badl, lu chiidhood's days, ail that
eue cenld wisb for, but, througb unforeseen
clrcumstances and mistortunt, she noir un-
dersteod what adversity meant ; but Ibis did
mot make ber fretful er rebellous. She had
grown ta be an etrest yaung Christian.

Tu-day, Ruby wanted Kathleen te fcrege
ber usual vistatien and drive wlth ber teaa
cousin'somaie miles ont et tht City. shte
trled bard ta show Ruby she would be doiug
wreng, as tht folks whom she vsted looked
fer ber coming and told ber ail their troubles,
whicb seemed te relieve theni.

Then Kathleen, lu ber lovlug way, would

tell them that Christ would carry ail thoîr
burdens If they would enîy loy tbem at HIls
feet.

Sa this sultry Sabbatb afternocn site
Vielded mot ta ber Iriend's wlsh, but ment
an ber mission of love, sarry she could mot
gel Ruby te accompany ber. Kathleen
theught that by gentle werds and klndly
ways she migbî lu the future jget Ruby te
vIew file as she dîd. She bad made tibs a
subject of definite prayer, aod la due time
knew she would gel ber answer.

Ruby ment home and threw herseiliinto
the hammeck in thelr beautîtul grounds;
there she reclned, wlth nature in aIlil s
laveliness as an open bock before ber, but
she did net seem tu bc înteresled ; she would
net drive nom, and felt a looping ln spite et
herself ta se" ber friend. Just then ber
beautiful sister Mildred came forward and
was relatlug some saclety gosslp wheu Ruby
said semewhat impatiently : IlI don't want
ta hear anv more about l." "lOh 1 lu the
suiks, eh ?" sald her haugbty sister, meving
away. This hurt Ruhy, who was met really
suîklng, but Icit depressed and MI at case.
She weuld go and sec Kathleen at once.

Kathleen opened the door, ber face
radiant ; site was sorry ta sec Ruby lookîng
s0 duil.

She told Kathleen she did mat drive alter
ail, but that she tekt really mîserable. They
walked arm in arm ino the lîttie ceai draw-
iug room, and Kathleen tald ber seme ot the
very sad taies she had listened tu that atter-
muon. Rubv agreed te accempany ber tu
church and Kathleen was dellghted, but bc-
fore goeiug eut knelt ln ber ewn room and
tbanked God for victory gatned thus far, and
asked for showers of blesslug to descend
that eveug.

On the way Ibere she tld Ruby ail about
their Endeavor Society, and raId ber they
were a company et bright, loyaus young
people and mot long faced, as Ruby suppostd.
Their active members are ever ou the
loakaut fer the heme-sick strauger, and for
the tired unes, whese lotItI is ta struggle on
îhrougb eartb's bard, busy days : and these
dear onts are alwaps giad te find a Ilhome
churcb " wbere tbey can gel kind mords and
sympatby te help thein onward and upward.

Ruby uom feit a deep interest lu Chris-
tian Endeavor that had bitherto been foreigu
to ber, as she bad been su eu1grssed wltb the
frivelities ofthIis lîfe. If Ruby had onty been
îaugbt tu understand that-
"Not mauy lives, but only one have mec,

Frail. fieeting mnan;
Homt sacred should that one fle ever b-

That narrow span,
Day ater day, fllted ut) withi blessed toi;
Hour after haur, still bringing in oew :spoil,"'

thlugs nmight have been very dificrent, but
sbte bad fallawed lu the featsteps cf the other
members et the family.

Ruby took notice ef the roagnificeut
bouquet of white and dnmask reses she saw
an tue table lu front of the cheir. IlThese,"
sald Kathleen, Ilare taken te tbe sick."

The paster preached the pure gospel a!
Christ, and clesed wlth a loviug. carnest
pleading for any whe were ulot fCbrist's told
te came te Him new, as Ilnom is the accept-
cd tame,"and it migbt be the last they weuid
ever hear the message. Who can tell!? Ruby
mentîInt the Christian Eodeavor meeting
witb the earuest Invitatien stili rlnglng ln ber
cars; and then was suug-.

A blessing for you, will you take il?
Choose ye to-day." etc.

and the last verse-
"The bandage cf sin rtiil you break il ?

Choose ye ta.day ;
The Water of Lâte will you take il ?

Choose ye to.day ;
Come ta the arms that are open fer you,
Ilide in the wound that by taith pou nMay view:
Deatb ere the morrew pour sreps May pursue,

Choose yc to.day."l
The hymu was smug very seftly and it

touched Ruhv and impressed ber as nathîng
had before, and thet tought came ta ber
What have I heen living fer ?

Belore leavlug, the paster gave ber a
hearty baud-sbake, and spoke a tew werds
askîng Kathleen te corne ever te, bis home
tbe follewlng evtniug and ta be sure and
brlng ber youug frlend wlîh ber.

They talked ail the way home, Kathleen
glviug ber ewn experieuce. Summed op It
vas-" Seek y* first the Kingdom," etc.

Ruby premised she wauld pray earnestly
fer the Lord jesus ta take possession cf ber
heart, and she awoke next meruing wiîh the
knowledge that the new flte had begun and
with a determinatian te follow wherever lae
miglit leai. Ruby longed te tell ber dent
ues ail about the change lu ber Illt, and site
recelved the strength te do su.

Next consecration meeting, Kathleen
hail ta tbank God for ver speclal blessing-
a saul bora bte tht Kingdom. Se, îhrough
the Instrumcntallty ef one Endeavoter, net
only Ruby, but ail ber leved ues, are nom
look!ng Zionward. M. B. M.

Tdronto.
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Inour lait week's lesson we ooted God s
pleasure at Solamaon's choice of wisdomn that hc
inigbt bc qualified ta rightly discharge his duties
as king ovei lirael. It will bc remoembered that.
God promised Solomon riches and honor as wel
as wisdoma and long lite if lie continued ta walk
in God's %vays. This wcek's lessen tells us haw
God fulfilled His promise ta His servant in the
maîters of wealth and honor and wisdam. The
division il sa natural tbat there is no need of do-
ing anything ather (han tn gather up the tacts and
suggestions under the two bead : IlSalomon's
WValth Iland Il Solomon's isdom."

1. Solomon's Wealth.-The lesson
text docs mot gave any details as ta Solomon's
wealtb, but indicates a ste af magnificence and
power compatible only with the possession of
great wealth. He had such power tramn a mili-
tary point of view that ini ail the land mnt dared
to inalest or huit. Iustead of dwell:ng tagether
in walled villages tramn which they would go out
ln the cultivation oft heir vineyards and fatas,
"Judah and Istaci dwelt safely, evcry man
under bis vic and under his flgtree Il; that is,
eacb in bis own cultivated plot. Probably Solo
mon's introduction af whst was a new feature in
the armies of Israel is the secret ot the rest and
peace wbich prevailed throughout the land.
There would bc no chance !or a sudden raid ta bc
succestiut svhen such an army af borsemen was
available for service at any moment. Thus we sec
that Solornon began at least ta make use of bis
great wealîh in prornoting the welftan d inter-
2sts ofthis kingdom. But, nias, the great plenty of
silver and gold sian became a naiet otht king,and
hie pursued tbeir acquisition as a means of self-
gratification. Thea he discovcred that '&Il is van-
i17 and vexation cf spirit." WVould that :IlI men
might bc wise, and content ta accept Salnmon'is
experience in settling tor ail lime the unsatisfyiug
characler of earîhly riches. Hero. was ane wbo
had wealth and possessions beyond what any of us
cari hope to attain. He tound them bath ensnar.
ing t-a bis seul and unsatistping and bas s0 de-
clared. Yet there are thausands whe blindly fol-
low eailhly wealtb as though in that there was
sou! satisfaction. while they ignare the truc riches
wbich may bc ours for the asking and whicb
shall endure for elçer and ever.

IL. Solomaon'a WisdGM. - Weatt.h
does mot attract ail men. There are sorte, like
the great scientist Agassiz, who retused a very
lucrative affer on the plez that hie had not lime ta
'aakc znorcy. To him knawledge was the one
thing tce bc desired. Yet Solamon loutid bis
great wisdorn unsatstying-just as much se as bis
wealth. Hi.s wisdomn was wide and varied. God
gave bim Il largeness of heart," by which he was
able ta grasp and comprehend ail subjects how-
ever diffilcult. lic was siser than the wisezt
sages of bis day, îhougb these seem ta have been
tamous tor their wisdom. He was a poet, a phil-
osopher, an utterer of wise sayings. Hie was a
3kiltul engineer, as witness tbe great aqueducîs
for supplying Jerusalemn with waler. He was a
scientist of the mast practical kind, baving a
knowledge cf the healing virtues of plants af aIl
kinds. lie had an intimateklnowledge o! animaIs
and their habits. He understaod the art of navi-
gation and commerce. lie was, in short, possess-
ta of toast accurate knowledge ana wisdom bi
cvery branch of human learniug. Yet hie could
not find in ail this anything te satisty bis soul.
lie recognized the wortb cf wisdom as a practical
thing, yet be summed up as bis heartelt conclu-
-lion thet thte nly truc wzsdom il ta (car God -and
keep lus commandmeuts. There as nothing that
cao excel this even to-day. Let us then seek
that wisdamn whicb ià, tram above, which shall
never tail, but whicb shall give an ever incrasing
delight and satiEtattion to out souls.

Mir P Scott, B A., wbo bas hadl charge cf
the Waterloo Street Missitn (in coonection with
the First Cbiurch), London, preacbed bis tarewell
sermon a week ago Snnday betorc returning te
college. Mr. Scott bas gaioed a hast cf triends
during bis six manths' service.
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