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niIfY work among the people this last
1iteb ave been led ta contrast the con-

dition of thin gs around me as regards reli-
Ri 1 ith that which generally prevailed

.1n entered India ln 1865. In2 those
maYs wiie, with the memary ai the heavy

rettibutioans which bad been visited on many
fr their Part in the blaody mutiny, we were

rnniYtreated civilly enougli, yet, no0 one
""',d point ta any evidence of general reli-
tel' tOu5  tule and unrest in any sec-
tio itrePeople. Baptisms there were in
tOse days, but always by ones, twos or threes;

auld the ITissinary bad ta stand up against

c4e al 1 5 nvincible indificrence in most
o )r a violent and contentioUS 0pp205i-

tlà lu Others.
'ni 1895, bowever, the situation is very
1 flrent- t is not, indeed, truc that either
1dference or violent opposition is lacking

ofte.It is stili truc that the great mass
fthPope are wholîy engrossed in seek-

aU a'l' the necessities of lufe, and live as if
tt Wre flthing for a man hereater more

n boris cow or buffalo. And then,
TfOgcertain classes, the intensity af oppa-

5ittio1 Of Cristianity seems even greater
thau i1
f lne thase days. The so-called " Re-

0MdIlilldolsrn 'l af the Arya Samaj is askune 1lustration af this. It is indeed a
quston etbcr the deepest secret of the
OP'iinof the Aryas ta Christianity is re-

us r P, litical : I certainly think it is

thet Iucb the latter : but, everywbere,
tt ven rival Mohammedans in the via-

ChrisOft Ieir opposition to the religion of
,' bec0* l evertheless, even the apposition

as cliam le unlike that ot former day, an
1drt. oIn Often af apprehension and alarmn
the 1 infuce of Christian ideas among the.4P* 0Il. For if there is stili prevailing
tu r* re, it is flot, a thirty years ago, an

1 t eindcifterence.asAt thet wa extremes
Sv eocial scale, especially, th ere are such

fats ltces ai awakening interest in tht great
filct and trutbs of Christianity as rightly

bt Iiany witb joyful anticipations of large
ltsijg in the near future, for tht sinning
Qn .lfering millions afi mdi a.

%iv lirst are ta be noted the present exten-
tt e 1I ve ents toward Christianity among

c 0 h caste Peopies of North India. Very
P es as been written in the home1 ers 0'but the great ingathering ini tht
doubt th missions here ; and there is no

41yîaht these bretbren bave baptized a
"'lre number of low-caste people in the

Snstft se their work, but from tht com-
ttht th borne papers I arn led ta think
tIO e Public in America need ta be cau-

th iedaains inferring more from tht facts
%n~ thtab m ai ofour Methodist bretb-rthn 1 elves would dlaim. In a more

Sionaritaîîy extensive intercourse witb mis-
here, 1""s O a amissions since rny return

tob a0~ptîstnwbo do nat giv e good- reasontobl.er tbat, hawever ignorant, they have
r1tll bler bruagain ai tht Holy Spirit.
tu tmliaking aIl allowance for an admix-

e"Ithis and similar cases, af an element
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wbich is only Christian in name, tht tact
stilh remains undeniable that there is

throughout North India a continually in-
creasing inclination among tht low-caste
peoples to consider tht question ai becoming
Christians ; and, in almost aIl missions, a
largely increased ratio ai additions to tht
Cburch. Tht United Presbyterian Missions
of tht Panjab have received thousands in
the last iew years. At the meeting ai tht
Ludhiana Presbytery af aur own mission
hast week brethren reparted about five hun-
dred adult baptisms within tht last few
months, with a large number mare inquiring,
while in tht Jhansi district, a few wceks ago,
a deputation of LaI Begi Mihtars, waited on
me to ask that we would start a mission
among them in twa large towns in that re-
gion. Similar Illustrations might be multi-
plied, but these will suffice. As regards
these low caste people, there is an Immense
diflerence between tht situation in 1865 and
1895.

On tht other band, tht great number of
socleties among tht educated classes, more
or less ike tht Brahmo Samaj, repudiating,
with more or less campleteness, tht popular
Hindoaism, often borrowing many Chris-
tian terms and thoughts, betokens among
these ahso a great degret ai at least reiglous
unrest. In some Instances, indeed, as es-
pecialhy among tht Aryas, the hostility ta
Christianity is onhy intenaifled ; on tht ather
band, flot a iew show more ai the spirit af
tht late Keshab Chandra Sen ; a kindhy feel-
ing towards Christians, and the greatest ad-
miration, ta say no mare, for Jesus Christ.
In tht ast twa winters 1 have been endeavor-
ing ta reach such by lectures an varlous
subjects connected with the evidences ai
Cbristianity, and have neyer iailed ta have
an audience which, if not ahways large, yet
bas always been accessible, attentive, and
apparently interested. On ane such occas-
ion a iew weeks aga, in ane ai aur largest
stations, I made tht acquaintance ai a very
attractive character in tht persan ai a mis-
sionary of tht Brahmo Samaj ; a man ai
somnewhat over thirty years ai age, who, ah-
though he could not admit tht Delty and re-
surrection ai aur Lord, yet seemed greatly
attracted by Hîs persan and character. Rt-
came, while I was there, ta tht mlssionary
resident in tht station, with whom I was
stopping, ta ask that, il he would gel îageth-
er a few native gentlemen, the missionary
wouhd hold a regular Bible class for their in-
struction : "for," said he, witb much feel-
ing, 'lI feel sure that tht reason 50 many
are so hostile ta Christianity Is because they
do not know Christ ; and If, by study of tht
gospel, they can but be got ta know Him, 1
amn sure no ane can hehp but lave Hlm."

Thus, both among tht lowest and tht
hlizhest in social standing, there is at present
an opening here for tht gospel tht like ai
which could ho seen nowhere in this region
wben 1 firsî enîered Iodla. Tht dlstressing
thlng is, that ta enter these wide open doors,
labourers are s0 painfully few. I is flot
merely that we want mort foreign labourers
from abroad : tht sufrreme need of the hour
is that God would raise up from among tht
native Christians af this [and, now number-
many hundred tbousand, mon who shaîl be
50 filled with tht Holy Spirit that, as of
holy cansîraint, ike the aposîle Paul, tbey
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Christian Work: Tht minister whose
sermons induce the grealer number ai his
hearersto0bring in a verdict against them-
selves is tht mast successfuh preacher, what-
ever bis training or refinements.

Sunday Schaol Times : Personal dis-
appointmenîs that we must keep la aur-
selves are not ta be kept for ourselves.
Whlle saying naîhing about lhem, we ought
ta feel and speak more tenderly ini view ai
lhemn ; and so aur trials may become a bless-
lng ta others.

MessenRer and Visitor: When tht
nations shal have learned tht wisdom that
is in Christ, there wilI be war no more.
Yet, dreadful as war la, there are things, it
may be, warth going ta war about, and do
we dare ta sav that war is neyer necessary,
neyer defensible ?

Tht Kingdam : We can mention a large
church in a Western city whlch bas a magni-
ficent argan, a fine arganist, a splendid chair
and a skilful carnet player. Tht audiences
crawd tht building bath morning and even-
ing, arnd yeî tht cangregatianal singing is
lamentably poar. Tht people won'î sing.
Why? ________

Cumberland Preshyterlan: Tht cause
of temperance and prohibition bas ils great-
est strength in the inherent badness ai tht
evil it seeka ta cure. Tht saloon is a stand-
ing argument againat itaeti Tht blight It
causes, tht ives lb ruina, tht homes cursed
by il argue for ibs abolition more convincing-
ly than a hundred oratars.

Rev. Theodare L. Cuyler, D.D. : Tht
decanter la stealing back again on ta the
dinner tables of people from wbom we
shouhd expect better thinga. Intoxicants
are mort freely offered at weddlngs and
social gatheringa. Club ile is becoming
mare popular, and there are very Iew clubs
that are under restrictions ai total abstin-
ence.

Boston Watchman : Those who hohd
that human bistory is a record af evolution
and progresa should explain how It comes
about that in Egypt the monuments of tht
Ohd Empire-tht first six dynasties-are in
many respects superlor ta those ai later
date. Tht further we tract back Egyptian
civilizatian tht mort per(edî and devehoped
we find it ta have been.

Christian Guardian :We deprecate
aeccarian strife as much as any anc ; but
we waintain that those who are haboring
with aIl their mlgbt ta overthrow Manitoba's
rigbts as a Province in order ta have scboohs
in wbfch tht Roman Catholic religion shal
be taught by tht autharity of tht State, are
tht real authors ai tht sectarlan strife.
Are Protestants ta be stigmatized, because
they dare ta pratest againat ibis unpatriotic,
sedtarian movement ?

St. Louis Preshyterlan : Tht best way ta
oppose orrar, is ta preach tht truth. Inger-
salI is nover mare pleased -than when same
good man, more earnest than wise, under-

tlai ils owncwpreigt uhse not
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Ceacher anb Zcbotar.
BY REV. W. A. J. MARTIN, TORONTO.

Ma95 1 JéSUSBEFORE THE HICH PRI EST {1Mark xiv

GOLDEN TEXT.-IS8. liii. 3.

MEMORY YERSES.-6o-62.

CATECHISM.-Q. 20.

Haome Readings :-M. Mark xiv. 43-52. TU.

Luke xxii. 39-54. W. John xviii. 1-14. T'.
John xviii. 15-17. F. Zecb. xi. 4-13- S.
Mark xiv. 53 64. Su. John X. 22-41.

Jesus bad to undergo two trials ; anc before
the Jewish Sanhedrins af which Caiaphas was
president, the ather before Pontius Pilate, the
Roman Governor. Rome's policy was ta flatter
the countries aver which she becamne mistress, by
leaving in their banda a large measure af self-
gavernment, especially in religiaus affairu.
Then the ancient ecclesiastical tribunal ai the
Jews, the Sanhedrins, was allowed ta try ail re-
ligiaus offenders, and ta mete out penalties save
where tbe sentence was death ; in which case the
accused must be brougbt befare the civil court and
the carrying out af the death sentence, if it were
sustained, devolved upon the Roman Gavernor.
Keeping these facts in mmmd, let us see what our
lesson bas ta say about II the trial," and "ltht
verdict."

I. The Trial.-John tells us that an His
arrest, Jesus was taken first ta Annas, father-in-
law ta Caiaphas, the High Priest. Evidently
Annas, wbo bad been High Priest some twenty
years befare this time, had considerable influ-
ence, as be had succeeded in having the office ai
Higb Priest, whicb was naw elective and- not
hereditary, kept within bis own family for a long
time. He was likely recagnîzed as tbe hcad ai
tbe Sadducean party, and doubtless had heen
leader in the plottings to put Jesus ta death.
Wbat more natural then that the hated Nazarene
sbould be dragged ttiraugb the streets at maid-
nigbt, that Annas might be assured ai His
arrest, while, at the same time, apportunity was
given ta summan sucb ai the cauncil as were
againt jesus, ta meet at once' for the formaI trial
at the bouse af Caiaphas. Thither Jesus was
then taken, and arraigned before the chief priestu,
the scribes and thteieders, who had pre-
judged Ris case, and had determined ta,
put Ris ta deatb. Three well-defined,
lines were fallawed in order ta accom-
plish this end. John alane tehls us of tht
first line-the higb priest questioned jesus as ta
Hie disciples and Ris doctrine. Evidently the
plan was ta recure some shadow ai evidence that
jesus was plotting an insurrection, and had a
large secret following ta wham He had given
secret orders. This plan was irustrated by the
sanly appeal af Jesus ta thase who had heard
Ris teacbing; and the annayance ai the court at
their tailure, is evidenced by the tact that one ai
the officers was permitted, without rebuke, ta
strike the prisaner in open court. Then the
second line was tried (v. 55). The whole council,
with tbe priests at tbeir head, saught witnesses
that they might put Jesus ta death. Daubtîs
tbey found, what it is said can be found in almost
any ai these tastern courts at the present day,
men ready ta testify ta anything if only they are
poid for daing it. But even this packed counicil
cannat ignore the law, which requires at leat
two witnesses ta establish a case ; and nat two oi
these false witnesses agret. It is only truth
whicb can secure agreemnent, and the truth is not
wbgt this court saught. Even tht testimany ai
the twa, wha distorted words ai which Jesus had
spoken nearly three years before this time, intoa
menace against the temple. even their testiraony
dots nal agree. and the second attempt bas failed.
Then Caiapbus resarts ta tht third expedient. Ht
puts Jesus in oatb (Mat. xxvi. 63) and demands
an answer ta the question, "lArt thou tht
Christ ?" etc. Jesus answers calxnly "1arn;"l
and then utters a word ai warning, ' e shall
spe the Son ai man . - or and coLng."

Sanhedris did nat misunderstand Hlm, Ris
dlaim was blasphemy if it were false, for He
claimed Divine power and glory as beloogingbao
Him by right. Their error lay in ausutning that
the dlais was false-let us sec that we do nat the
saine.


