
B.A. Rev. Di. MacVicar presented ta the graduat-
ing class their diplomas. Sir Wm. Dawvsan, as a
man of age, experiencc and wide and varied tcarn-
ing, rhen, by invitation, addrcssed the graduating
class in nost impressive language, emphasizing
especially the importance for them, as about ta be
mrinisters af the gospel, of basing evcrthing on the
Wora of God, and af constantly gaining in know-
ledge and spiritual comprehensian af the Haly
Scripturcs as a living farce tithin them. "For you
and for al," said Sir William, "the Word ai God
%which is the svoni ai the Spirit,is the flrst and anly
%veapan, and yatir motta shouki be, ' The Bib./e, Mie
vwlwe Bible. and uoring but tMe Bible."'"

Rcv. Principal MacVicar, in closing, referred 'o
the plcasing fact that the be3si-in just cndcd

w.san increase over previous ycars, therc being an
atteuidatuce of 92 in classes af ail grades, and that
by the good providerce ai God the heaith of pro-
fessors and students had been excellent, and the
%vork ai the session satisfactory throughaut. The
graduating class numbered fiteen and tith that ad-
dition, the ral of the alumni noQw numbered twa
hundred and sixteen, a degrce of progress most
gratifying ta ait the friends and patrons of thecocl-
lege. Reference uas made by the learned
Principal ta a valuable addition of M8 columns
%vhich hiad been made ta the library during the
piçt year. "'We wish," he said, in closing-and it
is the wish ai ail aur professors in ail aur colleges,
and scarcely anything is more iml ortant--."We wish
ta sec the growth af the library keep pace with that
of other departments, and we should therefore bc
specally pleased ta have funds placed at out dis-
posaI ta, enable us ta purchase recent and most nec-
cssary '.vorks."

The IoxAnogy waq then sung by ail present
and the Rev. Dr. Campbell pronaunL-ed the bene
liction, thus bringin ; a most memnorable convuca-
tion ta a close.

THE R E LJGJC0>USý NE WSPA PER.

N Nour country the religiaus newspaper has not
jyet attained that prominent place and power

for goad which it accupies in the United States.
The matter needs therefore to be kept before the
public mind and advocated We accardingly repub-
lisih %vith pleasure the foliowing article an this sub-
ject framn the Judependent on the Religious News-
paper. In the closing paragraph substitute CANADA
P>REsBVrERIAN for Independent, and twenty-three

for forty-six years and it will truly apply ta th s
journal.-ED.]

The increase and dissemination ofiknowledge are
the idea and tvonder ai the age. Information froni
tbb ends of the earth is gathered, collated, ilustrated,
cxplaincd and spread broadcast in the nctvspaper.
There is na family Sa poar or so obscure that it may
flot have the benefit ai the wealth ai intelligence of
which tht nevspaper is the alert purveyar. For a
trifling surn any ane may enjoy a full course ai
lectures, a series ai sermons, an hour tith tht paets,
an evening tith several capital story-tellers; may
hear what tht best authors of tht age have to say in
books; what doctors learned in theology, tht latv,
plitical ecanamy, science, art, music, and other
departments ai human knowledge, have to impart*
what tht sage and philosopher has evolved and
added ta the store ai human wisdam ; what the
skiliul literary artist can create ta dclight the im-
agination and cultivate tht taste ; what tidings the
missionary in remate lands bas ta relate ; what ex.
perts in finance, insurance and aitl unes ai business
can tell ai interest and impartance; what men ai
experience can suggest to help tht fanmer, the dairy-
man, the ho-jsetvife, and ail who have rural occupa-
tions; what events and changes are taking place
amang tht Governments and peaples ai tht world
as seen, described and explantd by trained ob-
serverS.

In short, those who have few books, may, in the
religiaus newspaper receive regularly a whole library
(if choice literature ai the freshcst character, rang-
ing aver tht warld and embracing tht mast import-
ait topics. There will be something appropriate,
impraving and enttrtaining for every mètèiber af
tht family, with nothing cantrary zo marais, injurions
ta tht Christian faith, or opposed ta what is pure
and helpfui and tvholesomte.

Tht Faculty ai a university sit as teachers around
tvery ireside where such a nttvspaper is read. Par-
ents who want ta cultivate in their families a thirst for
knowledge, a taste for pure literature, a preference
for that which levates, ennabîts, inaproves, a deeper
reverence for tht Christian faith, a broader and
more serious view ai the duty of man to- man and

1 HE CAI4ADA PRESBYTERIAN.

man to God, may introduce such an influence into
their homes by an outlay of less than six cents a
tveek.

These are hard timnes. It must bc so, for every-
body says so. Naturally prudent people practice
ecciiomy. That is praisewarthy, provided it is donc
wisely. The mere luxuries should be the first to bc
cut off ; but be careful that vou do not class neces-
saries amorug luxuries. The education of vaur çLhil.
dren yau cannot afford ta abridge; the support of
your church and its variaus lines of vork yau must
nat lessen ; and your rcligiatus newsDaper, the checap
est and one af the most useful arn.~t, uable tliings
yotu get, it tvould be sheer folly te .acrifice. It is
worth ta you many times the 8an you pay fur t.
It till reiunburse you in manifold forms, again and
again, in rccreation, instruction, suggestion, encutu r-
agement, improvement. It is a silent, but constant
and powerful influence for good. You nced the
food it provides for mind and soul as much as y'otu
need mcat and bread aùd drink for your physîcal
wclfare.

We speak of an ideal religious newspaper. It is
toward this ideal the Iiidependent has been stea'JiIy
.'iming for thcse forty-sixycars. Not asthough wehid
already attained, eithcr tvere alrcady perfect or
satisfied, do wve speak ; but as having been constant
in our endeavor, and expecting yet to reachi far
higher things. As ta the past and present wve are
willing ta be judged by the record of these columns
and ta have comparisons made.

THE GEATVERAL A SSEHM Y'S S. S.
COMYMITTER.

The General Assembiy's Sabbath School Coin.
mittec met in the Board Room of the Y. M. L. A.
un Tucsday, April 3rd. Rev. Î. F. Fotheringhamn,
St. John, N.B, canvener, presided.

The Rev. J. W. Rae was appointed secretary.
The financiai statement submitted by the convencr
showed the recipts for the past eleven months ta
be $t,661.6i and its expenditure ta bc $2,759 34,
leaving a deficit Of $1,097-73. This consists of
arrears and accounts froni last year, together %vith
the necessary outlay in ebtablishing the Home Study
and Teachers' Preparation Leaflets. The circulation
of these is steadily growing and there is every rea-
son ta expect that after next December they ivill
be a source of revenue instcad ai a burden. A
vigoraus effort was resolved upon ta wipe out this
deficit and the friends af the %%ork are to bc abkcd
for a special effort tawards this end. Tht committee
believe that if they can corne ta the Assembly this
year with a balance on the right side, thete will be
no occasion for any deficits in the future. A heartv
respanse now will relieve them aof ail future cm-
barrassments. Rev. J. W. Rat was appointed ta
mnake the appeal resolved upan.

The suni Of $1,007-48 haà, been received in con -
tributions from Sabbath Schools, being an incra se
ai mare than 50 per cent. aver last year.

The repart ai the last examinations held under
the Scheme of lHigher Religious Instruction show-
cd that 1,483 question papers had been called for,
but that only 295 had came up ta the examinatian.
0f these 103 tvere in the Biblical Department, i26
in the Doctrinal, 31 in the History, and 35 in the
Essay Department. Fourteen medals wcre .taken,
73 prizesand 149 diplomas.

A communication was read from the Iresby-
Jerian S. S. Assaciation ai Montreal, regarding Syl-.
labus and Sehedule of questians-for statistical returns.
Bath these subjects were carefuliy and minutely dis-
cussed. Ont question was amitted from the Schedule
and the phrascology af twvo athers modifled, but no
other change in tither documents tvas deemcd ad-
visabie.

The Convener intimated his desire to bc rclieved
of the duties of Convenership, and, after discussion,
it was resalved ta ask the General Assembly ta
divide the work under the charge afi*.htcCammittec
wîth departinents.

i. Publications and Finances under charge of Con-
vener.

2. Higher Religious Instruction under Rcv. M.
W. Farquharson as ViceCoanvcner.

3. Statistics under J. W. Rae, as Vice-Convener.
&-~A Committee vas appainted ta select a list of~
prize-books from which successful candidates may
choose.

A Committee with Rev. J. McP. Scott as Con-
vener was appointed ta prepare a Foreign Mission
service for next IlOhildrens Day," and requested ta
submit tht same ta a meeting ta be held at the Gen..
eral Assembly.
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HOW TO BIZING MEN TO CHRIST. By R. A. Torrcy.
Fleming H. Reveil Ca., Wllard Tract Repasitory,
Toronto.

The author of this book is the supetintendent of the
Chicago Bible Institute, iounded by Mr. Moody for th~e train-
ing af Christiau warkcrs. Thiç book is the product of bis
awn large experience, as weII, as that of others engaged in
the wark of winung sauls. Mr. Tarrey tells, in a vcry
simple and earnest wav, the conditions af success in this
.01k-how to begin it, and haw carry it on. He describes
the difierent classes af people wham Christian workers are
apt ta meet ; e best way ta dent witb them, and gives the
scripture texts that have proved effective in subduuir.g enmity
and indifférence, and lcading sentiers ta surrender ta Christ,
and receive Hîrn as theirLord. Thet essons 14re gattheîed
fram such wide and successful oxpierience cannôt faau ta bb
helpful ta thasc whn are .deking ta save the last , and this
little book well deserves ta be in the bands of every earnest
Christian worker. It will mlot anly aid him un dealing witb
athers, but iili reffesh and stimulate bis awn saul. The
charters an IlThe Conditions af Success," and tht IIBaptismn
af the Holy Spirit," are pecuiiarly impressive, and calculated
ta sbire up ail wha desire, like the Master, tnabc 'Anaînted
with the Haly Ghast and with pawer,' that they may go
abolit Ildaing goad and healing thase that are appressed af
the devil, baving God with them."

/îéalily versus Roimance in Souths Central A/rica. This is
an account ai a jaurney acrass the continent tram Binguela
an the west ta tt mouth ai the Zimbesi an the east caast,
by lames Jahnston, M.D. Thi~s lv'ok is in thet 6rst place a
deiight ta the eve ta laok at and bandit, the quality af the
paper, its binding, the large clear type and braad margin
satisiy the book laver. In addition, in the course of its
three hundred and f ty pages, it contains fiity-one very beautu-
fully executed phatagravure diustrations, wbuch add muLh ta
tht beauty and value af the work, and iast, but mlot least, a
large, elear, well-executed map of tht route pursued bV tnt
traveller from ont end af tbe Îourney ta tht other. Twa
sentences tell of tht authar s motive for making bis expedi.
tion and tht spirit in wbich bis account s given. " 1wished
ta sec for myseif the actual condition of the African tbat 1
niight be tht beter able ta piead his cause among English.
speaking people, wbo bave, particularly during thîls century,
proven themselves above ail other nations tht pioneers of
civilizatian, Cbristianity and hnmane gaverfiment." lhe
authar ai tbis narralive of African exploration bas been
governed by twa considerations oniy in bis work : flrst, tht
abtaining af absaiuttly correct information cancerning that
portion af thte"Dark Continent'" wbicb was thetfield of bis
investigations second, tht presentatian af tbat knowlegin
these pages with rigid adherence ta trutb. Wben ta thus we
add that the book is written in an attractive style, carrying
tht reader an (romn page ta page we bave ail tht elements af
a frst-rate book at travel. Tht W. J. Gage Ca. (Ltd),
Toronto.

The first article in the Century for Aptil is of a unique
kind. a story afI" From tht Old Home ta tht New," in Amer-
ica told entirely in pictures by Andre Castaigne. Very striking
and graphic indeed. Mark Twain cantinues bis stary af
Pudd'nhead Wilson. This number s strang ia papers af ad-
venture, inciudng, under the titît ofiIl Driven out of Tubet,"
Mr. Woodvi)le Rockhili's accaunt ai bis attempt ta pass from
China througb Tibet inta India, a narrative vtry fally illus-
trated. There s also in the Artuts' Adventures Striez, an
accauti a balloon ascension by Robert V. V. Sewell, tht
American painter; and William Htnr Bishop contributes a
unique paper on "Hunting an Abandoned Farim in Con-
necticut," giv-ç bis nildiy flavored adveatures in search ai
wha r-aves tao o very scarce game. Importanit articles are,
Lincoin's Literary Experuments, being a lecture-and versez ai
tht famaus President, itherto unpuhlshed , IlA Cornet
Finder," an accouti the work and discoveries ai William
R. Burks ; IIWild Flowtrs ai Engiish Speech jn America,"
is by Edward Egglestan, and cantains an accatfat ai tht ta-
ruchment ai aur language hy the adoption ai words indugenaus
in tht United States. We canitoaly mention as ather articles
which will be read witb inttrest, "'A Summer Montb in a
Welsh Village," Tht Supply at St. Agatha's," by tht author
afI" Gates Ajar,"Il Gads af India," and "Ott af Sight, Out
ai Mind," an accaunt ai mtthods af Sewage Disposai. Tht
Century Company, New York.

7he Canadian Magazine for April bas a large and varied
assartment ai interestung articles. We are giad ta notice
that a considr.able number af thema are an strlctly Canadian
suhjects. This is ont afithe ways by which we can cre.tc ea
Canadian lterature. 0f titis -sort are the ioliowing : I"In
Nartbern Wilds," a new narrative ai traviel in the far nortit,
by William Oeilvie, F.R.C.S. It is weii ilustrated and fuit
af facts and incidents. la tht Lumber Woods," also illus-
trated, is hy E. C. Grant and Alan Sullivan. "A Forgotter,
Narthern Fartress," illustrattd, is by Lieutenant- Governor
Schultz. There is aiso an inttrtsting article upon Sir Oliver
Mowat, wth photos af tht donghty Premier at different
periads ai bis lufe. "lTht Evolution af Sel(.Govercnent in
tht Colonies," is froin tht pen ai tht Hon. David MiUs. Tht
subjec! is ont af prime importance and anything from hiai
upon t rmust command attentioni. Amangst other contri-
butions are IlGhosts and Thiugs," by Edward Worthing-
tan ; I"A Glance at Lampman," by Arthur J. Stringer ; IlRed
Aleck,"la narrative of Prince Edward Island Lufe ai Long Age;
IlIn Variaus ïMoads," by Rev. S. Lyle, and IITht Story ai
Nurse Edith," by Fidele H. Haliand. Tht Ontario Publisit.
îng Ca., Ltd., Canada Lfe Buildings, Toronto.

Tle Musical RecorcL 0. Ditson Ca., Boston. Tht
Avril number speciaily mentions W. S. 13. Matbew's criticisma
ai Mr. Tang's opinion ai tht use af piano pedai, a subject of
much importance. We notice aiso tht abundant musical
news np ta date, two piano plects, a sanig by Millard and a
list af new music.


