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fact.  we have not yet got the whyt?
Ob, that would take so long to tell, so
, Wondrous ong to tell! Why ? But mark,
the love that is tn Christ is God’s love,
Dade real, articulate, 1:ving, actual love
% earth for men. Yon think—at least,
Some men think that they could learn
God’s pove apart from Christ. Could they ?
Did they ere ne cayne 2 Cam they now He
tome? * This world s very lovely,”
%ald & poet of my youth. ‘¢ This world
I8 very lovely, O, myGod, 1 thank Thee
that T live And 't so lovely to stand
% mountain peak atbreak of day, and see
rom out the east, the glorious sunrse,
bﬂnging light amd health and beauty in
bs beams.  To stamd there, feel ‘ts glory
%04 gee its briMiance is to think how great
34 gracious and good ts Creator is! 'So
Way be, But carry to that mountain
®mmit @ man who has just left the bed
™ death, where the dearest of earth to
Rim doth 1's. CQarry him, with all his
lonate grief and xti:l unresigned spir-
» and let hiym stapd there and look.
hat would the wman say? * Oh, crudl
Slory | Oh, hateful beauty !. This great
ture, g0 dead to my pain, so void of
*ompagsion for my loss and need and
Eriefi» Byt place him in sight of the
1ove of Ourist and you place himt in the
Yery heart of Goil, and you give the heart
o God’s pity to himw; amd he knows that
8rlef, 80 far irom being to him peculiar,
its eounterpart in God. The Man ol
Trows makes to the mam in sOrrow Go:d
e divimely near. Now, dear reader, it
his love, this particular lave oi God,
h abroad in the heart by the Holy
Ghmt given unto 't, that brings the soul
ato the right relntion to God, and ena-
e the miam as a child of God to feel
t God, Lis Father, is overruling all
88 for his good. These are the dis-
Mit'i'(’ns and feelings, then, that put us
the right attitude and in the right re-
Btion to God, to all the movements ai
Goarg DProvidence., You take a child in
the family. 1 that child has the ieelings
" 22 true child, hesees and feels that ev-
thing 1 the administration of the fam-
{08 for his good. 1t a wicked ohild,
t W he has a contrary feeling and con-
rary perception. The citizen who is not
8¥mpathy with the laws of hiscoun-
» feels those laws oppressive; but the
Y2em who is filed with trae loyalty
t'o: I8 natton, feels that the adiministra-
tog of the laws of the nationare such
o are benign for himw Now, it is this
“Sling (ot makes all the diference in
® Breat question. I remember »ome
L oT8 ago, reading of a youth who was
-ﬂyxe from his birth—he grew almost to
4 od a crippie—and, as his reason
IWheq and his observatlion extended, he
ch; by the window, propped up n lll:
nav:r’ and look'mg out upon the stree
W the boys playing as they came and
0t ang said to himeselt, “Wihy has God
e wye tug 7 Wiy have not 1 feet
« . 1e&8 to run and jump asother boys ?
Q(v)v God’n he said, “I am angry) \\'-’.(t‘d‘f yogi
oY With God ! Awey with religion!
%:M full of sharpness and sourness and
thy laint, Hig disposition was bitter, and
uns bitter (isposition shed bitterness on
in world around. But a friend ca'-me
w28 day 1o gee him, and loaped him
thig Wide, Wige World.” Aquilla read
to @0k, and it opened new thougl'lts
g 2w thoughts of God and creation
“ap. 08D ; ang, step by step, he was led
Q::g until Jesus was offered to him as
%l's Vious for condemhed and penitent b;lﬂ'
Ty, 204 his faith lald hold upon Christ.
Way Urden of gin was rempved ; hlsheary
by Teuewed ; the love o God was shed
anoad in his heart by the Holy Ghost
boy Bow, ag he looked out, andisaw the
"'11‘1s End girls gkipping and hopping, he
v All right.” As he sat in his chair,
ulnlmter day, and looked upon the beau-
Seyy Sky and gresn earth, and knew|himy
W goolemined to be a cripple for liie,
tt, 4, “It ' all right. God has dome
He My Father has dome 1t. I love Him.
toy , 0’ me. He cam but do all things
1t sy, €004.” When love fills the heart,
tagy,,’ ! cannot see the hand of God; I
x'Qq,,,,m:““Vass dnd certainly determine the
controllilng Himy; but I know,
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from the fact that He lboves me, that there
are reasoms known o Him which are
shaping wy destiny and controlling His
acts towards me”’ God governs the
world by most beautiful laws of com-
pensation. Falth loves to study them, to
note them in her diary, and erect pillars

of praise for every iresh discovery. Wesee

it :n the physicaland the spiritual worlds.
The deaf very often have ap unusual quick-
ness of eyesight. The blind are often gl t-
ed with increased acuteness of hearing;
and sometimes, when the eye s darkened,
the sense of touch beeomes so exquisite,
that you are able to communicate with
them through that sense, and that alone. L
sove to watoh the career of man whose
cliaracter has been develuped by hardship,
gevere toil, burden-bearing, lessons beaten
into them with theirod of chastisement.
We see that in the History ol Nations.

The darkest cloud that ever overshad-
owed the world was that which rested on
Golgotha, when fiendish spirits were per-
witted to put to death the T.ord of
Guory. AU Yue, Oue . LS cluud cgﬂs
our Redemption. Verily, “‘He hath made
Him to be sn, for us, who knew uno sin,
that we may be made the righteousness
of God in Him.”” I thank God that never
doth He permit a cloud so dark but be-
hind It is the light, and through it
gtreams the mercics, and from it descend
plentiful and abounding blessings. Let
me give you am llustration drawn irom
the lips oi a rough sea-faring man, one
of the few survivors o. a great wreck
whieh took place some years agvu, whenia
crowded wsteamship foundered m  the
stormy wuwters of the Bay of Biscay. As
soon as those who had escaped from, the
sinking vessel found themselves in a small
boat on the raging sea, they discoverad
that their chlief danger camer came not
from the massive sweep of the waters, but
from the angry breaking waves which des-
cended upom them from time to time, and
against which every eye and hand had
to wateh with unabated attentiom. As
the shades of evening grew om, the sur-
vivor who told the story sa!d that his
heart sank at the thought that in the
darkness of the night it would be impos-
sible to see those lmsidious breakers, and
that sooner or later the boat would be
engulied by them. But with the darkness
there came a correspoidling safety. Every
one of those dangerous waves, as it roll-
ed towards them, was crested with phos-
phorie light, and showed its coming aiar
off, and enabled the seammemn to guard
against it as carelessly;as if they had been
in full daylight. The crest of phosphoric
light on the top o those breaking bil-
lows was as the light oi Divin2 grace,
the c«oafxpcmsating force of Providence, In
the darkness of this moral night, and on
the waves of this troublesome world.
The perplexity, the danger, the grief, oft-
en brings with it its own remedy. On
each bursting wave of disappolntment and
vexation, there 8 a crown of heavenly
light which reveals the peril, and shows
the way, and guides us through theroar-
ing storm.

The future will clear up many a mys-
tery. Here we kmow omly in part. We
have just perused the Memwerials of Cath-
arine and Crawkord Tait, the wife and
the som of the late Archbishop of Canter-
bury. I will rigk any argument agajnst
the divinity of Christianity, upon the ex-
periences recorded in that volume. Your
child died, but have you had two child-
ren dying, and as soon as the second
died the third sickened for death, and as
soon as the third dled, the fourth get-
ting ready for heaven, and no sooner the,
fourth takem up than the fifth withers
and dies—week after week, tiil the whole
five go, and all the Littl> graves are
green together, and the stranger unable
to tell which of the five waslcut .irst?
And then ‘have you been able to say,
“Even so, Father, for so it seemed good
in thy sight?”’ (Then truly have you
found rest unto your soul! Walk some
day into ome of your great factories, and
as you look at the machinery, you wiil
see wheels revolving !n various directions,
wheels within wheels, counter wheels, har-
momnious wheels; but the superintemdent of

. ¢ontents, which are helped

the factory will takeyou to a point and
show you a little 'mplement that comes
out periect in 'ts character as the result of
this working—this contrary as well as
hancaious working., And so as we look
at the umiverse oi God, this vast, com-
puicated amd involved machinery ol the
uuiverse, 2t louks condlicting, anmd we be-
come bewibdered; but as believihg love
takes us to the end, we see it i8 brought
out under the sky for the administration
oi God and angells ; vhe believer perfected

through sutfering, relecting the jmage
and countenance of the Redeemer.
On this side of the cloud we have

nothing to do but receive the trwth that
coues through and walk by it. A little
gir. was one day working at her worsted,
u stranger came into the parlour, and,
as he lookeld at her, said, with anappar-
ent sneer, "My dear, what is that you
are doimg ? 1 see noth.mg but tangled
webs and couwiused knots.”” She jouvked
up archly into his face, and replied, " You
are look.nyg oa the wrong side; look at
the right s.de’”; and she turped ic over,
and there it was, a beaut.wul ligure or
Liower. Oh:. how confuséd we are jus.
iooking on the wromg sde:  When God
takes us up higher, and we can lvok down
o uhe right side, then we will see (e

" lines of beauty, harnony, and sweetne s

and when we join the mmortal throng,
* Ihis note above the rest shall swell;
My Saviour bath done all things well.”
The late Dbr. Hamlivon, oi Regent
Square, Londom, vieiting once a most
noble-hearted working Christian of his
chureh, found her lying om her bed rack-
ed with a pulmonary cough, in the first
stage of consumption. He said to her,
My friemd, s it not hard for you, who
used to be so active, to be laid aside from
your misslon-schrool and all your work oi
charity>?”’ She was wiger than he in
this ‘mstance. She said, “When I was
well, God used to say to me, '‘Betty, go
take loaves to the hungry ; Betty, go dis-

tribute Bibles and tracts; Betty, go
teach in the mfssion-schoo.. Now God
says to mw, ‘Betty, ilie still there and

cough.” I am serving God as much while
1 cough away my life on ths bed as I
ever did ! your church or inyomur mis-
sion-schools.”” Out of doubt comes faith;
out of grief com2s hope; and ‘‘vuto the
upright there ariseth light im the dark-
nass.” Let us never befrightened at God's
ciouds. He is comtinually making clouds
of trial whieh at first shock and.right-
en us, but which are to be to ussources
of infinite blessing :

““His purposes w:ill ripen faast,

Unyolding every hour;

The bud aifay hawve a bitter taste,

But sweet will be vhe flower.”

*Blind unbelief is sure to err

And scan ris work n vain,

God is His own interpreter,

And He will mbke it plain.”

Reader, art thou looking and waliting,
and listen'mg to God’s word iroa the
clouds? For thee, brother, if thou re-
pentest not, there is a clowd comjing—un-
other cloud, a cloud like that wh.ch
moved above Israel, bright to God's
iriends, midnight darkmness to God's [ocs.
Comve now into tle cloud of His merey.

The Young Women’s OChristian Guixl
is an organization for the purpose of help-
ing young women who come as strangers
to the city tolobtain situatioms, This is
doune free of charge upon application ¢ith-
er in person or by letter. In additiom to
this, mmy valuable privileges are oifer-
ered by the Guild to those who seek ts
aid. Such institutions as this are doing
a good work in the city, and their help to
those needing :t. Is of the mwost valuable

kind. The building is at 21 MeGill St.,
and the Secretary’s office may be .ound
there. e

The Gospel in All Lands is published
for the Mlissionary Society of the Metho-
dist Episcopal Church. The August num-
ber is full, varied, and interesting in its
by illustra-
tions. Iceland, Bokhara, China, India,
Italy, Bulgaria, are among the lands of
which tidings are ziven in this number.
‘There are also articles on general sub-
jects, a Young People’s Department, and
General Notes and Comments, Hunt and
Eaton, 150 Fifth Ave, New York.

* be greatly excited.
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HOW A CHRISTIAN CAN MAKE THE
BEST OF THINGS.

—

REV. W, 8. M’TAVISH, B.D., 8T, GRORGE.
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Sept. 3rd.—Acts 27 : 33-36 ; P's. 5 : 11, 12,

Omne can searcely comceive of a more try-
ing situation than that in which Panl
now found himself. He was a prisoner,
and us such he was om his wiy to Rome
to be tried by the Emperor. The great
majority of his travelling companions
were unbelievers—Romans, Macedonians,
Alexandrians. His voyage lay over the
Mediterranean, a very treacherous sea,
and one of those furious stornfs which ire-
queutly arise there had sprung up. The
vessel was -in imminent danger. Some of
the sailors had become so alarmed that,
under the pre.ence of casting anchor out
of the ship, theyuattempted to lz2ave the
vessel amd take the boat with them,
This they would have done had not ther
designs been [rustrated by P’aul. Let us
see how, in the midst of this trouble and

alarm, Paul, the Christian, made the
best of things.
I. He was caltmyand collected. Under

similar circumstances the sinner ig apt to
Wlhon the infidel Vol-
ney, was once caught in a storm’ on Lake
Erie, he was exceedingly alarmed, and,
falling upon his knees, he excitedly asked
God to have mercy upon him. When Dr,
Duff was on his way to India, he wasae-
customed to hold service on the boat on
Sabbath. A ecaptain who had no regard
for religious things, usad to show his
contempt for the service by paradiug on
the deck abowve the worshippers. But
when a storm arose, this captain wildly
exclaimed, “What shall become of me, 1
have been such a hypocrite ?” How dif-
ferent was the conduct of Paul when the
storm arose on the Mediterranean ! He
was calm amd collected. Is it not true
that the Christiam in the midst of dan-
ger I8 often even more calm than those
who are bringing the trouble upon him ?
When Daniel was be!mg cast imto the den
of lions his spirit seeqgn8 to have been
more tranquil than that of those who
were intrusted with the task of thrust-
ing him in 1.l'1erre. On Mount Carmel, Elijah
stowl alone while the king, his retinue
and all the prlests of Baal were arrayed
against him, and yet he was cool and
calm while they were ‘ntensely agitated.
Once when u certain c:ty was belng shak-
en with an earthqueke, all the inhabi-
tants, except an old woman, were great-
ly ularmed. Some one asked her if she
were not efraid. She replied, “I am glad
[ believe im a God who has power to
shake the earth.”

II. Paul maintained a cheerful, hope-
ful and thankful spirit. ‘He acted as Ii
he believed and expected that they would
all be preserved as God had promjised. He
took bread and gave thanks to God in
{he presence of themv all. He was cheer-
ful because he felt that God was his
refuge amd strength (Ps. 46: 1), He was
hopeful because he kmew that God could
control the winds and the waves. He
was thankful because he had received the
asgurance that all would be brought safe
to lamd.

IIL. He directed others. When they were
setilng out on that voyage, he gave some
good advice to the sallors, but trh'é.y, re-
garding him perhaps as a land-lubber who

knew nothing about winds and tides, re-
fused to heed himn. But mow they iwere
in a better mood, and as they had taken
no regular meal for about a fortnight,
they very willingly partook of food as he
advised. They respected hiin now as |if
he were the captain of the vessel. Therc
is something almost sublime in the sight
of a wan quietly, deliberately and wisely
putting the fears of others to light and
restoring confidence at a time of panie.
Paul’s words and example had a most
beneticial efiect upon the company. Soon
they were all of gooid cheer. They began
to feel satislied. with the present and (o
look forward with hope to the fauture.

Ram’s Horn: The man who oxpevtk
to bid“his sins good good-bye one ot -

.time, will never get them all behind
him. :



