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The speech delivered ln London the oth-
er day by the Hou. Edward Blake w-len
presenting the portrait of Gladstone to
the National Liberal Club was lu the lion-
ourable gentleman's own peciliar style,
and will no doubt rank as one 0f bis best
efforts. The occasion w-us gr eat enougli
to caîl for the best tliat Is lu any Liberal
leader, and no doubt otur Canadian orator
put bis best foot foremost. Soîne o! the
press-men, how-ever, tell us that the ef-
feet was somewliat disappoiutîug. The
speech was lofty lu toue, severely ciassi-
cal ln style, and was delivered lu capital
form, but it was not the kind o! speechi-an
English, Scotcht, or Inishntan wauts to
bear after dinuer. John Bull can be severe
wben severity Io the proper thing, but lie
wants no severity after dlning. The
speech w'as good-perhaps too good-but
it was not the kind 0f speech expected.
British after-dinnen oratory Is supposed to
be bumorous; and Mr. Blake, thougli lie
bas good Irish blood lu bis velus, neyer
was very successful lu puttIng Irish butut-
our into bis speeches.

Are Canadians lackiug lu humour? ls
lt iack o! humour tbat makes mauy Can-
adian speakers et-eu 0f the first class dull
almost to stupidity, w-ile the Brit-
!eh speaker generally bas more or lemss
spankie ? 0f couîrse there are mu rked ex-
ceptions on hotu sides. Joe Ilowe and Sir
John Macdonald-w-ere Ilvely, bigltt speak-
ers. Sir Oliver Mowat ls serious enouigli
when lie lectures on Chistiauity, but the
honourable gentlemuan rarely speaks ou
the platform w-tbout sayiug sometlîing
that tickles you a littie and makes you
indulge ln a quiet healthful little laugh.
Launien ls the one Canadian wb o i blit
every time. On the other baud there are
Intolerably stupid men lu the public of
Great Britain. lt Is said tlîat one prom-
lueut Glddstonan-a Q. C., wbose namee lm
well known In Canadian legal cirles-lost
bis seat at the general election simply be-
cause bie Is a bore. 'Laking ail due allow-
ance, however, for exceptions, the rule ls
that Canadian oratory la likely to Vie
strained, severe and destitute of spankie,
while the best British oratory le as a
rule genial, hiuîorous, good-ntured and
without strain. The cause 0f the difer-
ence ls easily found. The typical mnan who
speaks ln Britalu is a well fed, well clad,
well educated gentleman, who takes plen-
ty of sleep and bas a good balance at the
bank. Rie bas time to make a few Im-
promptu jokes for each speech. The Can-
adian public speaker ls often an undenpaid,
over-worked, unden-slept man, who bas no
balance lu his favour at the bank and per-
laps one agaiust hlm at the establish-
ment of bis talion and grocer. There la
ah tthc diffenence In the world betweeu a
icI nman who follows statesmansilp as

a profession and a man wbo takes the
bours given to publie affaire ont of hie
owu daily struggle for bread and butter,
and wbo knows that every bour given to
the public makes the butter on the bread
thInuer.

Stihi it wofld be a good thing If our
Canadian oratory were formed more aften
the Britliul modl. Trhe fruc ewe

British and Canadian styles. Sir John
Thofmpson started out weii but he did flot
go far until a change seemed to corne ovef
hlmi, and the part of his speech that deait
wlth toleration ivas aimost menacing ln1
tone. Mr. Foster's effort mlght have done
for part of his budget speech, but no0 Eng-
lishmnan of even third rank wouid lîke to
have deiivered it after dInner. If com-
pelied to do so, hie wouid have put the
matter ln a more attractive form. Sir 01-
iver Mowat conies nearer the British înod-
el than any public man we now have.
Even Lord Rosebery hiniseif cannot mnake
a pawky allusion or sugar-coat a pIlII
more successfuliy than Sir Oliver does.
Sir Johnt Macdonald'@ huinorous, anecdot-
ai style was forined on British inodels, and
his mode of deliv-ery for years was what
ls known as the House of Commons style.
Laurier lm unique. Hie bas the polish and
easy grace of a Frenchinan combined with
the hard thinking of a typical Seotchmian
and the humour of an Irishînan. This
comnbination gives hlm an Immense adi-an-
tage over muost otiier men and1 iili doubt-
less aiways keep llul the front rank.

Iu Canadjan eclesiasticai oratory the
contrast witlî the British style ls equally
nîarked. The British speech lm likely to
be dignified, quiet, easy, argumnentatIv~e,
and occasionally humnorous. The Canail-
Ian effor Io lkeiy to be strained, nervous,
jerky, iaboured and perhaps at times a
trîfle lli-nature<î. The Canadian is too
likeiy to look as If hie were standing
guard over lus iearuing, his (ignity, lus
orthodoxy and several other things real or
linaginary. The old country muan of the
f irst ciasis sweeps along ln eeasy style aus
the ex-Moterator of the Kirk did lu the
Montreal Amseiîîbiy, last suminer, ani ai-
lows the iearning and dignity and ortho-
doxy to take care of themmelves. 0f course
there are marke(1 exceptions on both sî1des.

The adoption of the British style, lu 80
far as we nervous, over-strained Canadlans
cau adopt their style, would be an im-
mense advantage to both church and
state.

A professional humourlst wlthout a
hlgh moral purpose s0011 becomnes the
most wearlsomie kind of man. A speaker
withi a lilht play of humour'on a deep
moral substratum, one who bas hlgh aims
and noble purposes, who sparkles natur-
aliy and otten uuconsciotisly, wi11 always
bê the most Influential and attractive. A
realiy strong man Is seldom severe ln any-
thing. The blghest klnd of men are not
grlm.

THE? LA TE RE V WM. FRA SF R, D.D.

The late Rev. W. Fraser, D. D., was
born on May 19th, 1808, at McLellan's
Brook, near New Glasgow, lu the County
of Plctou, -Nova Scotia. Hie was of Highi-
land Scotchi ancestry. is paternal grand-
father, Hugli Fraser, of the parish of
Kiltarîîty, Invernesshlre, 'vas one of the
pioneer band of Scottisb emigrants wvho
came to Pîcton on the sbip "Hlector" in
177-3. IHe brougit 'vltbhlm three young
c'hildren, the eldest 0f whom, Donald,
known afterwards as Donald, " nller,"
was the father of the subject of this
sketch. The maternai grandfather, Thomas
Fraser, of the parish of Kirkhlll, arrived
later ln 1784.

was settled ln 1835 at Bond Hiead, In the
CountY of Sincoe,where he remained dur.
Ing ail the succeeding years of hie active
mninis3try. His field vas ln connection wlth
the Miesionary Presbytery of the Canadas,

afterwnrds the United Preshyterian
Cburch. He was the last survIvor of the
pioneers of that body.

Fron ttici' irst lie beartlly Ideutiled
himself with bis clm sen sphere of labor and

mvith this western country,but retaincd tili
luls dying day the fondest recollections of
hi;; old home and an ardent love for bis
native Province, wbIcb he revislted on Hev-
ai occasions. He followed the course of
public and ecclesiastIcal affairaiï n Nova
Scotia with close and unfiagging 'Interest;
and1 possessed of a singularly retentIve
miemory for time, place and clrcumistance,
lus reminiscences of men and things ln
the earlier days tiiere were vivid and en-
tertainIng. Nova Scotians, and especiaily
Picton county people, wberever lie met
thüm, found immediate access to Dr.
Fraser't4 heart.

Bond Head was but struggiing Into
existence when the yoting minister ivas
placed tiiere ln 1835. The country, ïfiîe
one of tuie finest portions of Ontario, %V4s
nen- and rougb, and the settiers scatter-
ed. It was a ivide field, embracing, ln
wliole or part, the townsbips of West.
Gwillirnbury, lu wlîicb Bond H1ead lies,
Tecumisetli, Essa, Innisfll, and King. Mr.
Fraser'R labours were necessarily abun-
dant; but possessed as hie was of a sound
constitution and unvaryiug good hiealtb,
and always metiiodical lu his duties, lie
was able to overtake them withu efficieucy,
as well as to attend to the cultîvation of
a smaii farm, with wluich the very scauty
stipend of the utinister of those days ivas
eked out. Nor were his labours ln vain.
The cause took root. The soif vas
good. The littie congregations grew, If
flot rapidly, at least witiî a wholesoine
and eucouragîng growtb; and as lie witl-
drew%% successîveîy from the outlyiug por-
tions4 of the field, confining lius labours, at
lengtiî, to Bond Head alone, lie bad the
satisfaction of seeing several strong and
fully equipped congregatious occupying
the ground.

Froni an early date Mr. Fraser took
an active part in the educational work of
the district, and as Local Superintendent
of- Sehlools and Secretary of the Board of
Public, Instructioil for South Simcoe, ;vas
counected wiiltî te administration of the
Comnuon Schooi systemi from its organiza-
tion til thie year 1871, when the local
superlutendencies and the County Boards
of Examiners gave way to the present ar-
rangement 8 . On more than one' occasion
the teachers unden llus Jurisdlction united
ln handsome testimonials of their regard.
As a young man ln his3 native Provinice,
Mr. Fraser had stood out as a total ab-
stainer and an ardent advocate of total
abstinence, wlheu such a position made
one quite sIngulan. The only change of
view on t1ls point was lu the direction of
more urgency. Hie was alwa ys to be found
ln the front rank of temperance reformers.
As secretary for miany years, and a! ter-
wards,untîî bis removal from the locality,
President of tue Bond Head Bible Society,
hie rendered Important service. His interest

In public affaîrs was keen. Tiiere were few
better informed on the great questions of
the day; but,as is usuaîîy wise for a min-
Ister to do, hie refraîned fromn active In-
tenference lu local contests.

Mn. Fraser was one wlîo gave good
heed to the vw f oncietinsa#

R~eid Inthie clerkship of the Canada Pres-
byterian Sgynod, a.nd at the Union of
'1875, with Dr. Reid and Prof. MeRerras

ln the clerksbip of the General Assembly
0f the PresbyterIan Ciurcb lu Canada. His
work, that of necording the minutes, was
done wlth unvarying care and accuracy;
seldom was'a criticIsm offered or sustain-
ed; and, blessed by nature witiî a ciear,
distinct, and commandîng voice, even the
readIng 0f the minutes and the calllng of
tbe roll became in is hands a not unin-
terestlng exercise. The duties of the
clerksbip were laid dowu only lu June
last, îvhen lie had entered on bis eigbty-
fiftlî year, The tribute then paid by the
Generai Assembly to thelr venerable offi-
cer w-as felt on aIl bauds to have been uvell
earned by bis forty years of admirable ser-
vice. The Assembly of 1872 of the Can-
ada Presbyterian Chuircli ad iîouored hlm
wItlî the Moderator's chair.

S.orty before is retiremret frntm the
active duties of the miuistry at Bond
Head ln 1879, Queen's University, ICIngs-
ton, conferred npon Mr. Fraser the de-
gree of Doctor of Diviuity. Iu 1881 lie
removed to Barrie, the couutty town and
sea t of Iresbyteny, îvhere lie resided till
the close of bis lire, glvIng lielp, to
bretliren as opportunity offered, and main-
tainlng uuinterrupted interest in the work
of bis Presbytery. A little more titan two
years ago bie was seized wlthî neuralgia of
the lieart, but raliied sufficiently from the
f irst attacks, wbicli were very severe, to
be p resent at .the General Assemibiy at
Klngiston lu 1891 and to do a portion of
bis îvork as cierk. Front that time hie
slowly and gradually failed lit strengtlb.
He w-as strongly desirous of atteuding the
meetings of the Presbyterian Council In
Toronto lu September ast, and, to the
surprise 0f bis faiuIily and frIends, was
able to cone to the City and be pre-
sent at. several of the sessions, taklng
a keen pleasure lu the proceedings. Early
lu December ls weakuess increased, and
It__became e vident tlîat the end could
not be fan off. ls general bealtb
w-as almopt perfect, but there was
a fatal decay of heant pow-er. For several
days before bis deatb the fallure of
strength becamne very urgent. He w-as in
much distress tbrough wieakness. The end
came on Christmas Day, wen hie gently
feil asleep.

Funeral services were couducted at Bar-
rie, and afterwards at Bond Head, w-bere
a large concourse 0f old panishioners and
friends assembled to look their laist upon
bis face and to commit bis body to the
dust. His pastor, Rev. D. D., McLeod,
made touchuing references at both services
to Dr. Fraser's religions expenlences, and
at Bond Head, Principal Cayeu, the Mod-
erator of the General Assembîy, and a
dear and vailued friend, reviewed luis pub-
lic, life, especiaîîy lu connection with the
General Assemhîy. It uvas a nemarkable
tnibute to one wbo always reckoned bim--
self as a very humble servant of the
Cbiurch.

li person, Dr. Fraser ivas 0f medium
height, but flrmly built and erect, and o!
caht and dignîfîed bearing. In is later
years lhe was a venenable and Imposing
figure. 0f stricteet Iutegrity, unvarying
puntuality, and rgd fidelty to duty, lie
yet beld to a h1gb Ideal 0f klndliness. I
have neyer known any man,"y said Prin-
cipal Cayeu fnom tiue Moderator's chair

'any mioths befoe uis deatb e wam ent
for to perfonm the marrlage ceremony for
one oif the thîind generatlon. lHe lad mnar-
rîed tile Parents and the grndpanents.'
lie uas eanly 11i 1i16,4dvocacy cf mlsisîba


