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meetings from Monday till Priday In the | Catechism, There is danger sometimes in

Jarvis Street Baptist Church. These meet-
ings were in general well attended, and ocea-
sionally were crowded by large and interest-
od audiences. The fact of the Institute hold-
ing its meetings in the churches of the vori-
ous Lvangelical Churches shows the value of
Sabbath Schools to Christianity. In the pre-
sence of the work dane In behalf of the young,
denominational lincs disappear out of sight.
T ¢ Sabbath School 1s an Institution not of

3 or the other sect, but of the Church at
large. It is felt that no wectarian difference
shoild be allowed te it cinge upon the work
which has the best Interests of our youth at
heart  And ! is a happy omen for the future
that ll our Churches arc drawn together as
they contemplate the work and requirements
of Sabbath Schools.

Therc is one feature of the Institute that
deserves special remark. It is the system-
atic instruction which it provides for those
who are wishisg .0 become Sabbath School
teachers.  The .ccling has long heen pravalent
that the matter of sscuring te -hurs for our
Sabbath Schools wa. too livde cegarded, and
too much left to aphazard. The motive
which induced young pcrsons to become
teachers was too much one of sentiment rather
than conviction. With such a want of method
the wonder is that there were any good teach-
crz at al'; and it is certainly to the credit of
our ~h.irches that such a noble work has been
done in the past without scientific traaing,
and without special attention having been
given to the art of teaching, Still, with all,
it will be allowed that much harm has been
done to the cause for want of proper study
and training, as the prerequisites of becoming
te chers.

Since the introduction of the International
system of icssons, much has heen done to
improve and advance the interests of Sabbath
Schools. The Normal class of itself deserves
special netice.  This is a new factor in the
work, though it is an old idca in relation to
general education.  Wwath the Normal class
es” hlished in a city o~ distuict, iwe youth of
our churches can repair to well-qualified
teachers for special instruction in the science
and art of teaching. They will have the
privilege of hearing lectures which will help
them in the scientific study of Scripture,
and dircct them to innumerable authorities on
such cssentials as carcful analysis and minute
exegesis. At the same time, they will be
cxamined from time to time, to test whether
they arc making diligent progress in their
studies, and they will be set, under the cye of
competent inspectors, tu the task of tcaching
small classes, in order that they may thorough.
ly acquire the art of teaching. With the final
cxamination, which leads to the diploma of
the Institute, it may be presumed that they
are well equipped for the special work that
lics hefore them.

There can be no doubt that the Sabbath
School work is worthy of all the diligent care
ar * attention wecan give it.  Itis the nursery
of the Church, and as parents give the great-
est possible heed to the nursery of their
homes, so congregations, if they are wise, will
see to their Sabbath Schools. Let us trust
that with all our methods and new ideas, solid
instruction will not be wanting in such great
matters as Pible history and the Shorter

having too much method. The most eminent
teachers are those who discover a special fit.
ness lor the work rather thun these who are
qualified by certificate and diplomas.  Still,
this does not militate against careful scientific
instouction, for let this be superadded to
natural fitness for the work, and then we will
have teachers of the right sort, who will not
only posscss large knowledye, but be endowed
with commanding nfluence over the young.

PRESRYTRRY 0F HaMILTON.-~This court met in
Hamilton on the 17th Dec.  Present, twenty-five min.
isters and sqventeen eolders. The comimittes 1o vist
Vittznia reported that matiers there had been satis.
f-ctonly and peaceably settled.  Mr. Fisher reported
that the congregations of Kilbride and Nelson were
nowinamore satisfactory ondition,andthatthearrears
of Nelson had been fully patd uo, e also Jand on
the table a call from these congy ‘gations, signed by
fity commumcants and thisty ad werents, addressed
to Mr. J. McCoy, Probattaner.  The call was sustain-
ed, but declined by Mr. McCoy. Mr. R. Thomson,
minister of the Free Church of Scotlind, applied for
adumssion into the Church,  Onreport of a comnttee,
the application was land on the table until some neces.
sary papers be obtsined. [t was resol ‘ed to hold a
sabbath School Conference annually, a: o duning thir
winter, in the month of February, and a commtee
was appointed to make arrangennnts. .. call from
Drummondville to Mr. R, Thomson w.
table. Mr. Vincent tendered thy resigaation of his
charge. 1t wns resolved to cite th ungregations to
appear for their interests at next mec.ng.  The over.
wre on the status of rctired nunisters was rejected.
The clerk was instructed to prepare a curcular anent
the requireinents of the Mission work of the Church.
Messrs. Reid and Finlay, of Crowland, and Me, Mc-
Cabe, of Thorold, were appointed an #uferim session
for Wetland., A plan arranging for six stated mectings
cach year, and distnbuting the business in a fixed
order, w.. - adapted and ordered to be prnted for the
guidance of mcmbers.  JOUN LAtNG, Pres. Clerk,

PRESDYTRRY OF PARIs. - The regular quarterly
meeting ol the Presbytery of Paris was acld on Tues-
day, 17th inst, in Chalmers’ Church, Woodstock.
‘I'here was a large attendance of mimsters and clders.
The following are some of the more important items
of business The committce appointed to confer with
aii tie parties interested, and endeavor to effect an
amicable and satisfactory disposal ofthe St. Andrew's
Church property in Woodlstock, gave ina report, which
was presented by their convener, Mr. Root.  On mo-
tion of Dr. Coclirane, scconded by Rev. Mr, Inglis,
it was agreed - That the thanks of the Presbytery
be tendered the Committee, and especially the Con.
vener, for theie great diligence in prosccuting the
matter to its present stage; that said Commuttce be
re-appointed, with instructions to continue their cfforts
towards a harmontous scttlement of the same, and re-
port to next mecting of Presbytery.” ‘The congrega-
tion of Norwich made apphcation for leave to sell
their present church property, the proceeds to be ap-
plicd towards purchasing 3 new site and providing a
new church. Thewr request was granted. Rev. Mr.
Granit and Dr. Cochrane a.)dressed the court in behalf
of Knox College and Quecn’s College respectively.
A committee, consisting of Rev. Messrs, McEwen,
McLecod, and Aull, with the Moderator, was appointed
to arrange for a conference to be held i Pans
March, on Sabbath School work. In reference to the
question of a Presbyterial visitation of the congrega-
tions witlun the bounds, which has cngaged the Pres.
bytery’s attention for some time, it was moved by
Rev. D. D. McLeod, scconded by Rev. W. Inglis,
and agreed, that—* The Presbytery, in view of the
desire of carrying out the scheme of visitation entered
upon, resolve to send down to the various sessions
the questions proposcd to be put at the visitation of

the Presbytery, for their examination, and request the
sessions to scnd ap to the Presbytery any suggestions
they may have to offer upon them, and that in send.
ing down the papers it be stated to the sessions the
object which the Presbytery has in view in the pro.
posed visitaion, and that the scheme be submitted to
a joint mectir g of clders and managers, and that an.
swers be sen to next meeting of Presbytery” The
next regular 5iecting 1s to be held in Dumfrics Street
Church, Paris, on the 1st Tuesday of March, at 11
amn—~W. T, MCMULLEN, Pres, Clerk,

N

1aid on the |

¥ INISTERS AND GHURGHES.

TRE Preshyterian congregation of Meaford have
extended & unanimous call 1o the Rev. Cohin Fletcher,
M A, of Hanultan,

Tux Ladies” Aid Society of St. Andrew’s Church,
Stratlond, held a bataar on Thursdasy, the 1oth inst.,
for the sale of fancy work, tho proveeds of which will
cunsiderably augment the church funds.

Rxv R. ] Brartir, recently settled at Port 1ope,
started on Tuc day evening, 171h inst., for Charloite,
X.Y., to perlorm the ceremany at the marriage of four
young peuple who were mem wrs of lus late pastont
charyge.

Tins Ladies’ Aid Saciety of Knox Church, Kincar-
dine, aro 1aimng money for the Bulding Fund by
holding a senes of sncials from house to house, st
which the viands are hinited in variety, though wnre.
stincted in quantity and quality.  Tnecash results are
said to be 30 far quite satisfartory.

THE socal givenin St Paul's Presbyterian, church,
Hamilton, by the Ladies’ Awd Society, in aid of the
Improvement Fund, was well atiended, and afforded
great satisfaction 10 those presemt. The chair was
occupied by Rev Mr Ladlaw, who discharged his
duties in & st gensalmanner The prograthime was
vaned, and the financial result was highly sarisfac.
tory ta the managers.

A BAZAAR was held in the Town Hall, \Woodstock,
last week under the auspices of the Ladies’ Aud Soctety
of Knox Church in that town. ‘The 1all was beauti.
fully de-orated for the occasion.  Refieshments were
served in abundance.  Crowds of purchasers attended;
wnd the proceeds will be of great value to the Iadies
in helping to further those benevolent enterprises they
have so much at heart.

VERY large congregations anended services in
Knox and Chalimers' churches, \Woodstock, ea Sab.
bath 15th inst,, the occaston being the Sacrament ef
the Lord’s Supper  1n the former church Dr. Gregg
preached a very abic sermmon in the evening. On
Monday evemng, 1)r. Cochrane, of Brantford, preach.
ed. The Rev. and venerable My, McKenzie, of Em.
Lro, was present at the Sabbath services in Chaliners’,

AT n congregational meeting held in Knox Church,
Kineardine, after thanksgiving services on the 4th
inst., a resolution was unanimously adopted, instruct.
g the managing comuntice to make all noecssary
arrangements for the intraduction of the “envelope®
system of providing the revenue. The pew-rent
system has had a long trial, is found wanting, and is
to be superseded Ly the new plan, which s to go into
operation on the arst Sabbath of the New Year.—
Coat.

A SUCCESSFUL bazaar was held by the ladies of
Knox Church, Dundas, on ‘Thursday, the 12th inst.
The attendance both alternoon and evening was large,
and the great assortment of fancy and uscful articles
being tastefully displayed, caught the eye at once and
ware quickly disposed of.  The hall was very taste-
fully decorated with flags and evergreens, and a hand.
sume Christmas Tree stood in the centre of the room,
In the evening, instrumental music was kindly furnish.
ed by » number of young ladies. The supper table
was nicely sct, and a bountiful supply of good things
were on hand, for which a great demand was kept up
throughout the cvening. The clear procceds of the
bazaar after paying cxpenses amounted to $26.4.50.

OF Friday cvening last, 2oth inst,, the Presbyterian
Young Pcople’s A isociation of Brampton, gave a musi-
cal and litcrary entertainment in the church, which
passed off very successfully. The attendance was
large; the programme a lengthy and intcresting one,
consisting of music, readings, ctc., rendeied 1n excel-
lent style.  The chair was occupied by the President,
Mr. l.obert McClure. The programme consisted of
a sclection by the choir; solos by Misses Lizzic Bal-
lentine, Maggie Burnctt, Rebecca Ballentyne, Mary
Haggert, and Messrs. R, J. Williamson and H. Schoo-
ley, a quartette by Misses Biain, Wallace, and Messts,
Marshall and Chisholm, a reatation by Miss Aggme
Wallace; and readings by Messrs. R. Haggert, Joseph
P Marshall, John McClure, Geo Ballentyae, and E.
Chisholm. Since its inception five months ago, the
Association has pruspered greatly,  1¢ has a member-
ship roll of about muncty.  Financiallytisin a flounsh.
ing condition, and the prospects for the futurc are very
encouraging—CoM.



