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hlumphrey passedthIe nighl pattly in beavy slecp, anti
partly in féecrisiî ncstlessnts«s.

Iiis first inquiry in ' bc norning was for Miles, andtihIe
ncat for thse gentlenmen teho avere 10 belp hîm îo gel tacil su
quick.

The latter be aras bold coidlt not arrive tilt eleven a'clock,
but Sir Everard went tu leîch it.le Mles, anti, whisperîvg to
isim not 10 îalk mucis or 10 stay long, lie put the chilti down,
uneti stayet by the door 10 watch fice niehing between thie
tavo finîie bratîbers.

Mii:s adivanced rallier timidly, the room aras su tiark anti
everyîlîlni inoketi sD strange. But as soon as lie tiistin-
guishet i bs brother lie ran lorarrt

Il1 umiplîle gel uir, gel usa. Wby do >'ou 'le i. .re anti
looke so white?"

I 'm il], Miles I "- in a foac haif plaitilive, balf trusta-
phaut.

" Musloi't bc liI, Ilumpbic-oh, clon'î bc ill I
"You're oties liI, 'Miles ; wby sboulin't I bc iII somse-

times?"
IDon't like il," saisi the chilt, bis eyes filiing with

tcars. «'Oh, liumpbie, I wish ave ladn't tuminelleti min
the ponti 1 "

At this moment Sir Everari aras calîcti away, ant i n
frrnaed iliat the physicians bati arrivcii frurn Lundun.

H1e foundti hemn in the dhning rouss ialking uver the case
with it village tiactar. anti. afier urtiering tbern sume
bréak fast, he returneti so prepare the litîle ina'aliti for their
arrivai.

Ab hc approachet the romr bc aras alarmet 10 bar Hum.
pbrcy's voice raiseti, anti still more, tehen litîle Miles, with
a face of terror came running out.

"Oh, Fardie, Fardie! will you corne 10 Hlumphie?
He's crying sa, anti he ivants you 10 corne direclyl

"1Clying so ! \%Vlat is the malles avilitflma? '
«Ot. 1 don't know ! le began 10 cry anti scneamn su arben

"Sait arbat-sait arbat ? a
"Oh, Fuaie, I msas îelling bim that I becarti Virginie tell

sa . one be arault bc 'boiteux *aIt bis Etfc. anti 1 unly
as :-td bien wbat it meant 1,

Vain"y ail nigbî long bat Sir Et-enardti iet1 t rame a
sentence in wbhicb ta convey the fatal news.

Phrase after phrase hat ibe reecctid, becau$se notbing
seemetu 1 express bial! the love an tenderncss in wbici so5
terrible an announcerneni sisault bc c aibeti. Words are e
so barti, art colt ! They were su wcak to express %cbat
bit wantcd--so uttcniy inaticquate te) contain allkîbe pity,ail the yearning sympathy wiîb wbicb bis Leart aras aver-
floteingl

Anti note, wiibout any pncparatian, withaul an>' sofien-
loig, bbc cruel blow bati (allen i

For ane mnoment tise fathcr's hecart failet him,. ant ibe
feit hc coulti nai face tise bol, coulai n .t mrcl is question
ing gaze, coulti flot wntis bis oten lips confirrn tbe fatal
trult. But mierevrus no dime for refiectian. Hunaphrey's
feeble vaice callintz bim Io corne quickly caugbt bis car,
andi, in a tiream, bie ativanced, anti stout! by 1ce betiside.

-"Faber ! excîrtimeti the chilti <anti bot shali warecx-
ptess thse lonc% if bis vuice, or cunvy an itica ut te p.tm
ful entncaty anti nataicless hurror wiîh wbicis tise> rang?)
'a i isn't truc -is il ? Oh, say i isn't truc 1 -

AUl the mords o! consolation anti solotling tied upon the
fatiscn'e lips, anti bis tangue secmeti liedi.

"lSbcs always saying unkmnti things," sobbeti the chilti,
clinging ta bina; "site oughtn'î zo-ougb: she ? Ycu don'î
answcr me, faîbecr ! Fa bier, wby don't yau tell mc ? WVhy
tion't you say quici, i'- not i rue ?" Anti as his (car gtew-,
bis voice faltereti, anti bis grasp on is tatiter îigbtened.
"Ansarer me-fatbcr-wby-ion't you-spr-.ý? "
"«My ponr chist, my paar little fclloaa 1 Ont mare

struggle for tise truth, in spiie of the failing voice, anid tise
sense of dratiy sickness.

4"Liit up your face, fathen. Lcl-ane-sce-your-
face 1"'

'\Vtat mas iicre in î1ac face thai struck terror tu hislaeati,
anti brotagisi conviction thurnpin1, up in great tbrobsI even
befare tbc faltcring mords carne?

"lSupposing it sitoulti bc leur-- abat iben 1"
Ali I whiai then ? Ilis diazy brain refuset la attîach any

meanîng ta lise avords, -ir ta liclps hirn to undenstanti bot
anucis mas coniainet in tem.

Thse bout bcating of bats beaur echocti tbcrn, bis paraiseti
lips strove to rcpeat %tiers, anti wildi>' be faugbî ah bis
failing seise, sliaitaing et'cry neuve ta finti an ansvret la
the question. In vain ' Every rulse in bis tbroiibing
lacat scemeti ta taie up tbc mots anti beat %hecm ini bis
brin ; the air wa alive mish voies arount fim, anti
voices.anti pulses alilce crie'l, 'a Wht then ?-alaar then ?"I
But the qutstion ment unasascteti. foi Huntry bail
faintet ara>'.

S., Everaura hastil>' sunmonet tise doctars, . rat tibey dit
ail tise>- coula Io restone bien.

In a ligile mitile he sisoueti à%itts of coming t0 biaseil,
tat, Io prtvent bis îhoughts returnin 10 ise saubject whicb
lad asgitateci bim, Ibe' requsesteti Sir Evetard tD rerntum out
o! sigisa, anti siaîiau'.ei tbcmsclves closeta Iobe betiside, so
lisat zbeirs sitonit bc Ihe tirsl figures îbu: shoult altracl bis
attention.

A, Humphter iotel> recaveret etinscfoasncss bc titi flot
indleaci la:ly remeiber on iriai bis thotagiss bat been
durçclling, but that ibere as "mncthing, in ils inini (nana
tebicia bac sbranlt, bc was <pite airare.

wVaking in tise ouorniuig to à scuse ta! sene sorrate mile
passessea us est c s lept, me intisitively (ccl tisere is

somethits, amiss, Ibouga are are tou confuiset ta remem-
ber wshat sitis ; anti even arbile are wisli tu recali il ae treati
tu turn aur lbougbts that îvay, lest we shoulti luse dtît
lcmporary pesce ini wbicb foi etfuiness bas plungeti us.

In sucu a passive statu woulti 1lainpbrey have remaineti.
hati not dth tioctors, tu dîstract bis tîtouglats, toucheti bis
brmw, andi causel hilm to0open bis eycs.

Alas 1 they littie knew tue ail powerful association of the
placc arbere hie lay.

lie closet i s eyes again tiirectly, ant ook, no notice of
the doctors' attempts 10 leail bien into conversation ; but in
that anc muoment bis glance listi reset on his muîbcr's pic-
turc, anti aI once bis mind aandereci back-not indredtu 1
lthe mnemon$' îiîcy tieadeti, but to ane arbicu was searcely
less paintul.

We %vill folluw bis îhougbts fur a mument.
Ife is alune ; ail alone in the tiesolate aparîment, in the

clused, uninhabiieti roomn 1 The tsuliglit is creeping slutti>
on, anthie silence andi emptiness within anti withuut. bina
can almout lue felt. Opstaîrs in the siurser>' Miles is tiyinr
-perhaps alrcaty d'cad. No one arilI belp him, or ie surry
for hims. Anti as lit sense uf negîct anti isolation steals
ua'er him unce mure, its breast heaves, andi hi liaps muve

IlMboter, 1 %vant you back Io mucli. Every one is angry
witli me anti I amn su very sniserablc

No ansarer, nic, sounti.
"lMotben 1 put your arms arounti me I put my beati on

your shouldcr 1"
Not a word.
hî is anly a pileure alter ail.

Ne-jer tu play avitb Miles any mo're 'No mure Cames un
the stairs, or in the passages 1 No. never more !Fur
Miles is ti>ing, lperhaps alieady Jead. Iloa bapiy tbe
Lb) in the picture louks ! Can il scull) bc bim ? Oh,
happy baby. always cluse to, motiez 1 alarays arith bier arms
round bim, ant iber sitoultier against fils iteat. Oh, if he
coulti climît up int the baby's place, anti sta>' Ibere for
ever anti ever ! Hoar cault ibe gel up lber? Ste is la
heaven. She got there by being ill anti tying. Wiay
shaulti he fit gel ilI ant ie t 10? Miles is tiying, moîrr
is deatI-be aroulti so like: 10 due lac. But iî's no use. lie
never is ilI-not even a calti. Milles caugisl colti Caing ta
the pondi-the pon3 arbere the arater ,ilirs arc. How
quiet it tras-huar,. cuul i Hlow genilj the) dance upon tbe
ataer, those loa'eiy waîer-lilies! Hiow the bird sang anti

the rat aplasheti . . . Corne up, Miles-iî's. as sait as
sate cani beI! . . . Stap I . . . Miles is dying-
buw e 'uld bie come up? Miles came inb the zoom, anti
taîket abouitîhe-ackiaw . . - wasn't il ?-the pour
lamse jacktiaw . - . 'Miles is tying . . . Hiow
tîd he coins: in? . . . lUap! hop! cornes îbejackdaaa,
pur oid (ellow ! Blut wba! diti Miles say about the jack,
daw ? Boiteux I lut tb-t's flot bis namne; we always caîl
birn Jack. I3uite %means . . . Ttc jaclrdaw mgain !
1 lop, bop. bie curies . . . lie ahi never fil- again-
never i Pour oId iackdate ! . . Is il really truc that

ci avill neyer fly nEain? Il is Dot traie. But saipposing il
shouiti bc truc, wisat then ? . . . Boiteux !
Wbo is il keeps an aslcing me wbat " boiteux " means ?
. . Boiteux ! «' Vbat then ?" Boiteux nicans jackr.

dair-na. il means lame-no, il means erîp-
Thte lernporary cEivion is aver, the unknown treati is

taking a langitale sh.pe, anti rccullectioa rushes over laina,
bringiaag conviction ami il.

But Hiope. ever lise last gift in the casiret, fainîl> hoitis
cul a anst cettainly.

4 o Ki1 no !-not tbat 1 it can't bc fliat i
But somethin- bealîng in bits becart beats hope doten.

Migity> titrobs, I'ikc the sirokes of a hamoser, bcat i down,
clowen, crush il Io noîbing; anti a terrible sinking contes an
aî.- place. Il i tzue-anti in au'. instant hie iealizes. wbat ils
bcing truc will eniail.

A!, lightning, flashing upon tbe paib ti! the benigistet
travelier. reveals lu bien for a moment lihs country~ lying
before bien. illumining aIl is minutesî deizils; so tbougisi,
flasising upan the futaie of the chilti, stotret bien (or a mo-
ment ail lac vivitily the life: of crippicti helpiessnmes
sîretclaing cut betore hins-the tily, hauîly crass, whicit
xnu.t bc bis (crever !

Let cacis ane lu' 10 conceive for hinsself thse intensit>' cf
such a moment 10 sueis a nature I

Let ca-ch one lxy to realize tise îbauzhts wbich followet
cacis othet in bot bastc thzough bis braîn, tbe confuses]
phantasmaagoria wbich swam before bina, fading away ai
lai, andi icaving only Iwo distinct picauses-ibe jacktiaa
huppinr about in bis cage, anti litile lame Tom an the vil-
lage, itirg in bis cripple's chair.

le s.hubinirs baek in luoruor, bis soul rises in laalbing ; he
panîs anti aildiy throws binaseif about, vilis a hall-smo-
tiseredl cry.

'Oh, gcniiy, my> dauling ! you teili hurt yontrlf."
It it bis faiher's voice, andi bc turns ta hims anti clings

tigbîly.
I d on'î car-1 ton't care. I want î.. burt myscîf. 1

teant tue.r h tion'î tei tu lire like litta :**.At tise sirtcf the physicians bis cxcitement re<loublcd, anti lc clung19
mare îigbiiy 10 bis falier. "'No! no ! Senti îbem away 1
Thcr shan's look ai me, tbey sban't tuch me. Thse> are
goin .g te ttl andi male c m wli, andi 1 don'î iant Ia gel
Weil. h wn't gel tedl

1 ',
Thte doct"ts. tetincti, as their presence excised biss se

mach, anti Sir Everard t'icti go loosuu the boy's convulsive
gratp Tonnd his necir.

iamphrc - aas 1»e exbao.ieti tes retaîn thre position lont-;
lai% hantis rclaxeti their balti, andt Sir Everarti laid him bacir
on tbe pillow-

Once mic lte soft face in the picture exercises is ait in-
flocec crer lain, andI charns zaya, as of oit, lte fit of
passinnaie vebellion.

'Father," bc entreateti, in a vlaisper, «Ic letnm dir I
Promise flot lutaI ihen try ansi mnaire sic well arain."

Betwcen surprise andi esoiion Sir Everard co'ald flot
ar.swer. Ilc ilassugnt ut idea of 8tcash iroult lac bath
3trange anti reotunarl le se ihouglatles a ereaitre ; -and be
usazvellc te h=a hina speale of il.
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"Yau'll promise, wvonIt you, (ailier? You irnow I
couldn't live like thnt I Let nie go anti live with niother
in heaven. Sec," pointing to the pielute, Il how happy I
w'as in *hel arms when I was a baby, andi 1 want to, lie
dhcte agoin tis mucli 1i Just now, w*hen 1 tliouglit il was
stili the night billes was ill, bc furc I ikneaw I shuulti never
tvalk or suns any more, cren then I avanteti su ta Cetl i
and dlie, that 1 miglit go o bier, andi 1 want l nmure than
ever now. I thought then I could ncver Cetl i, because
1 amn so stiong; but now 1 arn iii, anti su y-ou'l l et nie die 1
Promise flot 10 try andi make sae wcil ? "

Three times Sir Evesard strove to answer, andi three times
bits vuice faieti bien. lie nianagrd, hoivevez, tu murmur
sometbing whicb soundeti like an affirmative, wlîicli satirfied
andi quicteti the chilti.

Blut much ut the boy's slieech lînti been wholly uninteili-
Cible to him, andi his allusions so bis înother's picture espe-
ciaill piuastd him. Luuikiiag upun the Jrawing tours as a
closedt rooen, he has] no idea that the cýîildren ever pene-
traieta into it, or that thry kncw of tac exisitncc of the
picture. Andi, laying his lianti on the clîilti's licati, saisi

Iluw diti >uu know that was yuur muthrr, 11unphrey ?"
The bu) ,,hut ai hini a Clance cil buch am.unishment that Sir

Everard (lt rebuketi. and diti nol like t0 continue the con-
vt:tsatiun; anthie tioctors, returnîng nt that mnomntî, il
was flot reaumeti.

Thtis lime Humphrey madie no resistance, an-2 the physi.
c:ans were able Io make thecir examinalion.

Leaving the diljetoc-.or by lthe bedsitie, Sir Everard.
1let dite way to the library, ta h=a ficir opihn
1lie hartily new wbaî hie wist.ed. !llphry's hcîîror
ai his impending rate bati matie %ucit an inmîzressiot. on Sir
Everaid ltat hc alntust shrank frîîm hecating the cbîlti wpulti
iccuvea tu such a lait as that. Andi )et.îtticn the dtuus
lulti birn lii buy alust dt, a rc-vuhbiun lit feeling am cpt uvtt
hien, andi bis rel)elliuu- bearî crîcti, '*Anything but that

««Voulti il hc sourn? " he îriêdtu 1 ask.
Il coulti flot bc far ofi," îbcy saisi.

"Would the chilti suf(rt? I
"They bopeti not-hey believeti flot ;anti they wzung

is hanti anti tiparted.
lit followed tbern t0 the hall tioue, anti waitd witb tbemn

tll their carniage came tif.
I was a stil! summer's morning when îhcy came out upon

the steps. as il ail naîure iwere silenily and breathlwsly
awaiting the verdict. But as the tioctors got ini their
cardage a ligl breere sprang up, causing the Irees to sway
andi rustie wiîh a mouinful sound, as if thcy knew the sen-.
tence, anti atere convcying sito1 the fields ancîund. Sir
Everîid sîood watcbing theam as îhey tirove away-bose
great court physicians, wbo. wiîh aIl their fame anti ail
theit learning, coulti do nutbing fur his boy-noîîîîng !

lie listrnct 1 tht sighing of tbe winti, anti watcheti the
trcs bowing mnournfully before i; anti hc wondereti
vagZucly what was the language of the wintis anti breezes,
and in what wurds nature was ieatning his boy's fait.
It seeeto biehl that lte bretzes pursuedth ie urîrauîng
dotons, anai fung clouais of dust arounri them, as il taunt-
ing tbern tith their inabiliîy 10 hcip ; athen, regurnit g
once moise o lthe oaks anti beeches, resuîti tbeir melan-
claoly %rail. Drcamily there recurreti 10 bis mind tbat an-
dient fable the chîltiren lovedtu 1 hear ; that siory or the
oltien lie which tells how thr winds waftedti htough the
îrecs 10, the passer-by, the secret whmch bati been wbîs-
pered into the bosoms or the cartda:

"List 1 Mcitber Earthb; wbile no~ man beurs.
K ing Mlitas has gaI as.ses' cars."

Anti, as bc Cat one more look aI the carna2ge in tbe dis-
lance, before re entcring &lhe huuic, the mc.%eages of the
lîrczes scemet 1 corme int bu heati in the formi of the
baby abynts he lai so c(ttn beatt i tt cdaUditn i;ing.

( 7i e centinarcd. )

TRHE COMIMON SC.HOOLS.

Il is obvious that the infinite ev.ils rcsulting trois i: tirs p-
posesi perversion of the great educating agcncy cf the court
try cannaI bc cornecteti by the supplemcntary agencies of
the Christian bomne, the Sabbatb seltool, or the Church.
This foliotes, not only because lthe activities of the pub.lic
schools arc u-versai, anti that af ail the ciber agencits p3r-
tial, but chiefly because ibe Sa-bbahbsbhoal andi CF.urcb cun-
not tcacb histtury or science, ant îerefnzc cannai rectifiy il c
anîî.Chiian hisioty andi science taught by the public.
schools. Anti if they coulti, a Chritzan laîstary and sccnce
on the crie band cannol coalesce witb anti counîeract an
atheistie laistory anti science on the oihen. Poison anti îs
antidote loigether acves consîîîuic rutntious food. Andti s
.inaply rnadneuss o attempt tbe unîversal distribution of
poison, on lte graund that other pauties arcecntieavouring Io
furnish a partial disiribuiion of an itmefccî antiti le.

hI is greaîly lu be regreted that ihis :.rcmcnd..us question
bas been obscureti anti beliîled by l,îng idcnisfied wilh the
entarcly subortanate =ltier as readin i prtios of the
King Jamrs version cf the Bible in thc public sehol.
Amolier principal occasion o: confusion on this suject as
the unavoidable mutual pir, judice anti maîundesanding iha2t
prevails biet-e %bc an-o gicai divisions ol onr Cisismau
population, the Rontanist atibc Ptotesiant. Tise pratesi
igain:.% the rcading cf thse Protestant ver-ion cf Sczipture
came in the fursi instance (masi the Romansis. Hiencc, in
the triangular conlict whc ensurd. betwrcn Protestants.
Ramarnis., and i nfidels, Inaan>' intelligent Chrislians. on
baith uades, mistook the stress of batile Ever>' intelligent
Caîhalie ought Io 1know b)' ibis lime that ail the evangeiical
churclhes arc fundamentally ai ont 'meh bîm in essential
Christian doctrine. A.îdJ cvczy Intelligent Prcesant ocht
Io know b ' is tinte, la the liglut ni the lerri.,lz socialisii
revolations whie'i are tlîrcatcneci, that the danger ta our
country- in ibis age is infinliter more from scepîiuism than
fronm supersiiion. 'WC have, P-octstnt undi Ramanist
ailite, a cotitto essetnial C.htisaianity. abrndanl>' saufficieni
for the pt-rpoe oi the public scbools. =dt a)l tisat temains
for zpecic iradoclriniz.ation aa casily bc1 eî to lte Sali-


