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celebratton of fus julnlee as a numster of the Gospel ull the
15th of Apnl, nmf the committee in charge of the anrange-
ments were authonzed to postpune the services sull further
if necessary. A report was presented from the Finance Come
mittee, showing the amount 1n the hands of the resbytery
treasurer, and giving the names of congregations 1n arrears
to the Ordinary Fund, The Clerk reported the amounts he
had received for dynod IFurd, commissioners' expenses and
Assembly Expense Fund, with the names of congregations
that had not yet seat in their contributions, when he was in-
structed to communicate with all in arrear o these (unds and
to the Presbytery Fund, and request that paywment be made
at an early date. A report was read from the committee
appointed to vistt Hawkesvile and Linwood with the view
of ascertaining if they could not raise more toward the
salary of their pastor, and the same was received, and the
dilligence of the committee approved.  Aul.receiving con-
gregations were instructed to furnish the usual reports for
the Augmentation LComnnttee.  An applicauon was submat-
ted from Hawkesville and Linwood for a rencwal of the
rant for the enswing year, and the Clerk was authonzed to
orward the same to the proper quarter with the recommen-
dat:on of the Presbytery that 1t be complied with, It was
stated that the congregauon of \\est Pushnch would be en-
tirely sell-supporting after the year closing with the present
month. The Presbytery agreed to put upon record its recogs
ntion of the desirableness of having a fourth chair erectedin
Knox College, Toronto, as soon as circumstances will wane
rant, but thatin the meantime two lectureships be astituted.
The following commissioners to the General Assembly were
apponted :  Messrs. Angus McKay, Hugh Rose, A, Blanr,
R. Torrance, James Middlemise and W. Msllican, n order
of rotation, and Mr. J. K. Smith, by selection, as he had
heen previously nominated as a titand proper person for the
Moderatorship of the Assembly, mimsters ; and Messrs. S,
Rodgskin, C. Davidson, J. Cadwell, D. McMurchy, Colin
McPhail, J. McLean and Wm. McCormick, ruling clders.
The committce appointed to make arrangements for the
suitable observance of Lr. Smellie’s jubilec gave in therr re-
port embracing the draft of an address to be read on the
occaston. The report was recewved, the draft approved and
the cgmmuttee conunued. It was then agreed that the Pres-
bytery hold an adjourned meeting in Melville Church, Fer.
us, on the 15th Apnl, instead of the joih inst,, as formerly
ctermined, at which the jubalee services shall be conducted.
The first report was read from the Presbytery s Woman's
Foreign Missionary Socicty, stating among other things what
had been done since its organization in May, 18S5, the num.
ber of auxiliaty socicties that had been formed in the bounds,
and the amount collected, when it was agreed that the report
be recetved, that sauisfaction be expressed at the nstitution
of the society and the success that Las followed its operations
hitherto, and the hope that the blessing of God may rest
upon it more and more, and that, in all our congregations,
an active interest may be mantested 1n the welfare of the
society and in the work in which 1t 1s engaged.  The Coum.
mittee on Church Property 1in Puslinch gave in their report,
which was approved, and the cumnuttce was continued (o
carry. out the object of their appuintment ull a tinal seatle-
ment shall be reached.  The comauttee to confer with the
two congregations at Belwoud for the purpose of bringing
them together, if pracucable, reported, and were thanked
for thar dilhgence, and steps®wete taken to bung the mat-
ter to a sausfactory issue.  Mr. Hamilton stated the steps
that had been taken toward the clection and ordination of
elders at Elmima. A request was read from My, James
Bryant, now settled at Bradford, asking the Preshytery to
apply to the General Assembly for its sanction to lus
labouning as an cvangeisi, 1t being undetstowd that his pas-
toral relation to his congregation would be dissolved, but s
name allowed to remain on the Presbytery roll. It wascon-
cluded that the Presbytery of Barne was the proper one to
make the apphication, as Mr. Bryant resides in ats bounds,
and in the cvent of their doing so commissioners from
this Presbytery would as individuals cordially concur in it,
The Cletk was authorized to procure the services of Mr.
Camphell for the Sccond Church, Garafraaa, and connccted
station duning the summer.  In reply to a card from the
secretary of the Hlome Mission Commuttee, the Clerh was in.
structed to report that there were no mission ficlds in these
bounds left without the stated supply of ordinances during
the two last wanters.  An adjunrncd meeting was appointed
to be held in-Knox Church, Galt, on Tucsday, the gth of
May, at thice o'clock p.m. The neat regular meeting was
appointed tobe held an Chalmers Church, Guelph, on the
third Tucsday of May, at ten o'clock 1n the forenoon.

MONTREAL NOTES.

Ox Tuesday evening last the Rev. J. Barclay, MLA,, de
livered a lecture on the Disciple John, in Knox Church,
under the auspices of the Presbyterian Sabhath Schoo! As
saciation. The lecture was highly appreciated by thosc pre
sent, and in moving a vole of thanks 10 the lecturer the Rev.
W. R. Cruikshank cxpressed the hope that Mr. Barclay
would favour the associaaun with another lecture on the
writings of this Disciple. Mr. Barclay lectured before a
large audience in St. Matthew’s Church, on Friday cvening,
his subject being ** Popularity as a Test of Literary Merit.”

ON Sablath lasi, the 225t March, the vrdinance of the
Lord's Supper was administered in St Andrew’s Church,
Laczhine. A scvere snowstorm and pattially bluvchaded rvads
intetfered somewn hat wah the attendance.  On the same day
fifty years ago the sacrament was dispensed (o the first time
in this church. Since the induction of the Bev. Jas. Cor
mack, alittle over a year ago, the conpregation has con
siderably increased  Last year apwards of $2,000 was
raised, an average of about $45 per family.  The contribu
tions to the Schemes are exceedingly liberal, and with the
increase of English speaking pedjilc conscquent on the new
manufactorics the congregation is likely to make steady pro-
gress.

L4
THg Valleyficld congregation has !ucnll{addcd $100 t0
the salary of its munister, the Rev. M. L. Leitch, thus
manifesting in practical form its appreciation of his services.

LecTugEs have closed and examinativns Legun i the
Presbyterian College here. The public clusing exercises
take placen the David Morrice llalron the evening of Wed.
nesday, the 7th Apnl,

THE annual meeting of the Montreal Woman's Presby-
terian Missionary Sociely 18 to be heid in Erskine Church,
on the evening of Thursday, the 8th Apnil.  The Rev. Pro-
fessor ( ampbell, M.A,, Moderator of Presbytery, 1s to pre.
side, and addresses are to be given by several of the ey
mi=isters,

AT the annual social gathering of Knox Church, on
'I‘hursdn{ cvening last, the Rev. J. Fleck reviewed the his.
tory of the cangregation during his pastorate of ten years,
The membership had increased from 224 to 408, the mis.
sionary contnibutions from $606 to $1,613, and the contri-
butions for all purposes from $4,122 to $6,500. The
congregation are about to put a new organ into the church,
at a cost of about $3,000.

Tue Presbyterian conpregation at Cote St Antoine are
having a new pipe organ built for the church recently
erected in that suburb of the city.

For a considerable time past, the Rev. R. Campbell,
M.A., has heen enpaged in the preparation of a history
of the St. Gabriel Street Church. The work now ap
proaches completivn, and will be issued in a short time. It
will not only be of interest to Presbyterians and others in
Montreal, but to many thruughout the countiy, and espe
cially to those who have had any historical connection with
the old church.

Tue. Methodists have recently purchased a bluck of land
on St. Catherine Street near Phillips Square—about the
centre of the city—on which they purgose erectng a charch
edifice to take the place of the well-known St. James Street
Church. The ground cost $75,000. The old church 1s ex-

ected torealize about $200,000, less 2 mortgage of $40,000.

his will feave a sum of $85,000 toward a new church, and
already other subscnipuions to the extent of $20,000 have
been promised. It isintended that the new chusch shall be
the largest in the aity.  The site is a most c-atral one.
What effect the ercction of this church will have on one or
two of the neighbouring Methodist congregations remains
to be seen. The demoliton of the old Si. {amcs Street
Methodist Church, where so many unwn gatherings have
been held, will be the removal of one of the best hnown
and, to many, most sacredly cherished of the laudmarhs of
Montieal.
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of the Church; A Friend, Oaford, $5 for cducating native
students in India; A Uady of MacNab Strect Church,
Hamikon, $5, Home Missions, A Friend, Pine River, $20,
Foreygn Missiuns; A Friend of Missions, Greenbank, $15
for the Mission Schemes of the Church: A Friend's First
Frutts, Epmondville, $5, llome and Toreign Missions,
cqually ; Walkerton, $1, Forcign Missions, A Friend,
Wuoodford, $1, Augmentation of Stipends; A Young Friend,
Beaverton, $1, Father Chiniriuy; A Lady, Camphcliville,

20, cqually to Home and Fureign Missions; A Friend,
Usgoode Congregation, Vernon, $3, Fureign Missions; A
Friend, per Mr. C. Blackett Robinson, Toronto, $20,
Aged and Infirm Ministers’ Fund; N. M. Tiverton, an
offering to the Loid, $2.50, Foreign Missions; E. R.,
Newmarket, $10 for Home Missions, French Evangeliza-
ton and Father Chimquy; A Friend, Merlin, $5. Home
Missions ; Canada, Toronto, $50, Foreign Mussions,
Formosa. .
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INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.
BY REV. R. !.‘_.';ACKA\’, B.A
Arder THE FIRST BISCIPLES. o
Gouprx Text.—‘'' The two disciples heard him
speak, and they followed Jesus."—John 1. 37.

INTRODUCTORY.

In this Gospel the carly history of Jesus — s birth, bap-
tism, temptation, cic.—and the munistry of John are passed
over, as sufficiently well known through the other Gospels.
Having set forth the divine character of Chrst so fully in
the prologue, the author at once introduces Chnswas the
promised Messiah, gathering His first folJowers.

Here we see the deganning of the Chnstian Church that
has since grown so immenstly, and 1s yet to take possession
of the carnth.

EXPLANATORY.

1. The Testimony of John.—In the last lesson we saw
John's testimony Z¢fere aud after His coming, declaring His
gracious character and superiority to Moses and the pro-
phets.  Threc subscquent testimonics ate recorded in the
chapter.

§ lp Y 7o the deputation. {Ver. 9-27.})—The Pharisces sent
a deputation ob priests and Levites to John, inquinng who
he was and on what authenty he taught. Johnanswered ther
Jive questions n such a “J as to turn attention away from
hitnself to Chnst.  He said he baptized wath water, asa sign
of the repentance neediul to prepare the way for the Mes.
stah who was at_hand—amongst them—and would bapuze
with the Holy Ghost.

12) 70 the multitnde. (Ver. 29-34.)—The day after the
deputation Jesus came log‘ohn-—u n Ihs return from the
temptation—and when John saw Him coming.he sad 10 hus
discaples, and the multitude that stood about him : ** Behold
the Lamb of God that taketh away the sins of the warld.”
e then declared how the Father revealed tohim that Jesus
was the promised Messish—the Son of God—by the sign of
the Spintin the form of & dove. .

(3) 70 fs00 diseiples. (Ver. 35-36.)—The following day

Juhn stood with two disciples and saw Jesus walbing -not
coming to him as on the past Jday- and he repeated his
wourds . ¢ Behold the Lamb of God.” Tlhe wdids when
spuken befure had no apparent effect, but now the two dis
c{plcs immediately followed {csus. The Saviour was de
signredly walking in that neighbourhood, because He wanted
these two men, and whea the time came John's words took
effect.  We should repeat the uld, old story, sow the seed,
:{mq in due time the showers will descend and there will be
ruit,

Lamb of God.— A title given to Christ, which sets forth
His sacrificial wotk. The Passover Lamb was a type of that
death on the cross that atoned for the sins of the world,
The benefits of this atonement are applied by the Holy
Spirit unto eternal life. »

I1. Christ's first Interview with Andrew and John, —
In ver. 37 we see the manner in which men®are wsually
brought to Christ.

Juhn spoke—they Aeard and then followed.
they hear without a preacher 2™ Alas for the heathen !

Vihat seek ye f—-'llhis is Christ’s first word tu them.  Not
to repel them as if He would suy: * I wish to have no-
thing to do with you,” but rather, ** Ask what ye willand it
shall Le dune unto you." There was great kindness and
welcome in His voice and eve.

Rabbi, where divellest thon ?--They are embarrassed and
du not tell Him what they had heard about Him, but in
quired where He dwelt, as if ashing an invitation to converse
with Him. He at once invites them o come and see. 1t was
sume temporary lodgirg place, but they were welcome, and
the conveisation that fulluwed convinced them,

That is the tige way to conversion. Go to Christ and learn
fur yourself what He can Jo for you. To all seekers, in all
times, the inviiauon is extended, ** Come and see.” Thjs
first recepuion is ty pical of Christ’s attitude to perishing men.
¢ Come unto Me, allye that labour,” etc.

Tentk hour.—This by Jewish cumputation would be four
o'cluck in the afternoon, or, by Roman, ten o'clock in the
furenoon. 1t is supposed thatas John wrote, not to Jews,
he would use Roman reckoning.  Abiding with Him ¢Aa¢
day agrees well with the fatter,

111. Christ's first Interview with Peter. (Verses
40-42.— No souner did Andrew find Jesus than he went in
search of his brother Simon. The statement, firs¢ findeth
his oz Lyother, seems to imply that the other disciple was
Jouhn himself and that he also went in search of James his
own brother, but was not so successful as Andrew was, At
any rate it is about certain that John was one of the first
two.

Messiah. —As soon as he found Simon, he said, *“\We have
found the Messiah—the Christ™—i c., the anointed One.
As kings and pricsts were anointed for office, so was He
:;nuinlc«l with the Holy Ghost to be Prophet, Priect and
King.

He brought him to Jesus.- The natural thing for every
one to do, who has made the great discovery, isto tell others
and induce them to come and accept.

Leter.—Jesus penetrated his character, and by supernatu-
ral disceinment predicted what he was to become, and gave
an appropnate name.  ** Thou ant somw only Simon, son of
John, but thou sAalt &e a tock.”  Cephas is the Syriac form
of rock, of which Petros is the Greek. The firmness and
strengih of Peter’s character, as one of the foundations of
the Church, justified the prediciion. .

Jesus hnows the hearts of men and giveth them talents
accurding to th ir sevesal ability.

IV. Christ’s first Interview with Philip.—Jesus was
about to start_to Galilee when in some way He met Philip,
who was also, no duubt, one of John's disciples. e was
of Bethsaida—the city of Peter and Andrew—on the north-
western shore of the Sea of Galilee. *

Followv Afe.—This is all we know about the interview.
But how much it means! Follow Me as a disciple—in
life—partaking of My cross and crown. Jesus does not
need human agency in order to enlist followersalthough He
usually employs them,

V. Christ's first interview with Nathanael. (Verses
45-51.)—Philip found him and told him that they discovered
the Promised One of whom Moscs and the prophets wrote.
They were familiar ‘then with the Scriptures and through
them their hopes were cherished.

A lively faith and heavenly experience must come through
the study of the Word. Many references, such as Dent.
xviil. 15; Isa. vii, 143 ix. 6,7 lili. 1-12, The whole
ty pical system pointed to Him,  What a discovery !

The One for whom the world was waiting fur four thou
sand years has at lastcome. No wonder they were excited.

Of Nazareth, son of Joseph—\When Nathanael hears
that, heis staggered. e himself was from Cana, not far
from Nazateth. Can Nazarcth be the bisthplace of such a
being—so umimportant and so wicked! Philip does not
arpuc the case, but invites him fo come and see. The best
proof that will avercome all difficuluies s experience.

An Jsraclite 1 deed.—A true man who is sincere—gaiie-
less. A true son of Jsrael—~of Jacob-made-new.  Nathanacl
in his honesty does not dechne the comg;limcnl nor accepl
it, but cnquires how e knew. He replied: T saw you
under the fig tree before Phalip called you.™  Ttis the gene-
rally accepted apinion that he was praying and meditating on
the coming Messiah in the shade of atree.  This was more
man clluus insight than that spoken to Peter, who stoed be-
fore Him,

Son of Gad, King of Israel. —Nathanael at once acknow-
ledges s conviction, and returns the compliment that He is
the A'ng of that Istael of whicl he himself is but 2 son.

Heaven open.—]csus says, 1f such a slight token convin-
ces you, you will be abundantly convinced by what you are
to sce hereafter.  You will see in thus life constant commu-
nication going on between carth and heaven as in {acnb's
dream, and by and by at My sccond coming you will see a
glory such as the imagination cannot now anticipate.

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIQNS,
1. Notice the frequency of the word fossed.

2. Noticc the twenty-onc tides given to Chiist in this
chapler.

“ How shall



