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tributions, 1,000 lire.  The “Drethren” do not give
statistics asto stations, etc., and those of the English
Baptist Church 1 could notlearn,  In addition te the
above I should say that there are several independent
missions, such as those of Mr. Clarke, at Spezia, Sig.
Papengouth, at Naples, Dr, Comandi, at Siena, ete,,
regarding whose work 1 have written on previous oc-
casions, Decided progress has been made towards

UNION OF MISSION CHURCHES,
specially between that of the Waldenses and the Free
Church uf Lialy, as well as federation of the different
socicties and churches engaged tn ltalian evangehza-
tion,  On the 20th of April, 1884, a numbefofl mem-
bers of various denominations met at Florence, and
after consideration and discussion, decided . 1. That
anion or co-operation of the churches represented was
desirable ; 2. That it was attainable , 3. That the con-
stitution of an Evangelica! [talian congress, composed
of a prapartionate number of delegates of the various
Churches, was wise and would be useful.  Such acon
gress was then constituted, and rules for member.
ship and action framed,  The Synod of the Walden-
sian Church, and the General Assembly of the Free
Church, at their avtumnal mectings last year agreed
to the principle of umon, charged their commiittees of
evangclization to enter nto negotiation, and prepare
a scheme to be submitted to their respective Synods
next autumn, | osee that on Sunday, 15th of Febru-
ary, preaching in the Scotch Church in Rome,
Fathicr Gavazai annonwced that these commuttees had
unanimously adopted a scheme for the union of these
Churches. It will be submitted to and doubtless be
ratified by the respecuve Synods this year.  The
Church formed by tlus union is to be called the Chiesa
Evangeiica d' Halia-- lovangelical [Church of ltaly.
When 1 was in the Valleysin the sumimner of 1883, the
professors and pas.ors had no idea that union was so
near as it new appears to be.
The various bodies of
BATTISTS

labouring in ltaly are also contemplating union. In
November last the committee directing the * Christian
Apostolic Baptist Union,” met in Romne, when a special
commission, composed of Dr. Taylor, Messrs. Wall,
Landels and T'ajani, was appoiuted to study the best
means for strengthening the union and bringing it into
_ practical operation.
WORK IN ROME.

Monsignori Campello and Savarese, who abdicated
their seats in the chapter of St. Peter’s, and left the
Roman Church, after vibrating between  Anghcan-
ism and American Episcopal Methodism, finatly
formed themselves along wab others mto an *OId
Cathole ” congregation. Tucy opened a place of wor-
ship in Rome, giving 1t the name of the * National
Church of the Congregation of St. Paul, where they
celebrate mass in the lalian language.  The Cardi-
nal Vicar at once issued a notice, declanng the congre-
gaton herctical, the work carnied onanist sacrilegous.
and priests and attendants, eaxcommumcate.  lhey
(he UId Catholies) have just pubiished an almanac
for 1885 called * La Nuova Koma, and in a brief
pretice, call attention to the fact that at the date of
cach day of the month, they have substituted a pas-
sage of Scripture for the customnary comimemoration
of the Samts i the Roman calendar.  The pubhica-
twn of 305 texts of denpture by mien who call them-
stlves priests of the Catholic Church, 1s sigmficant,
awd may do good.

un the 25th of November, 1883, the new

WALDENSIAN CHURCH

in Rome was opened for public worship, and Sig. Pro-
chet, of Genoa, was called it the pastorate. [t has
been largely attended during the winter months.  The
greater part of the audience consists, of course, of
the middle classes : but I am told that imembers of
the aristocracy occasionally attend and appear to be
interosted. A Sabbath cvening prayer meeting has
been established, and there are indirations that pro-
gress is being made.

On the 21st of January last the provisional hall of
the new

SCOTCH CHURCH

in the Via Ventt Settembre, was inaugurated by an
interesting service, at which were present prominent
representatives of all the other Protestant denomi-
nations in Rome. The Rev. J. Gordon Gray, D.D,, is
the pastor. Well do I remember, seventeen years
ago, having to seck the Scotch Church outside the

walls, no Protestant service bieing allowed inside the
city. Dr. James Lewis was then the pastor. 14 few
years before the service had been held in his “own
hired house,” and at the close, according to police
regulations, the congregation had to disperse, two
or three at a time, and not §n a dody, 10 avoid giving
offence to the feclings of the papal and priestly auth-
oritics who then had supreme power in the Capital,
Ta-day cach Protestant denomination can have its
awn Church in the most prominent part of Rome, if it
pleases, and can meet and disperse when and hiow they
chonse.  There scem to be indications of a stirring
among the dry banes of the
JEWISH COMMUNITY IN 1AM

at present.  Last spring the Rev, Mr, Den Alicl went
to Rome to take the place of the late Dr Plulip, and
it appears he has been the instrument of converung
two Jews to the Christian faith,  On the 2yth Deceme
ber last, these men publicly confessed thewr faah in
Chirist in the Waldensian Church, before a large audi-
cnce, when they were baptized by Mr. Bea Aliel,
the presence of representatives of the varivus Protes-
tant denominations.

A whole family of Ismclites—mouther and three
daughters were admitted by baptism to the Chnstian
Church in Florence, recently, and two ladies from
Edinburgh—Miss McGregor and Miss Smith—who
had formerly worked among Jewesses in the East,
have securcd temporary prenuses, and have com-
menced a school for the Chnstian education of Jewish
girls in the Ghetto of Rome. It is computed that
there arc 6,000 Jews in ltaly, the larger portion be.
ing within the narrow limits of the Ghetto.

Your readers will, doubtless, have heard of the very
successful

MISCION TO ITALIAN SOLDIERS,
conducted ny Cavalier Capellini. It is a remarkable
work carried on by a remarkable man, and is yearly
growing in ‘intcrest and extent. A sentence or two
from the last report will give an idea of the difficulties
cncountered, and the result.  Capellini says. “The
first Communion Service of the year yielded to none
that have preceded it in solemnity and blessed mflu.
ence. More than fifty new members were added to
the ¢ Military Church.’ This first solenin confession
of Christ by the new converts was followed, as has
almost always been the case, by a fiery ordeal of per-
secution. The extension of the conscription to the
seminarists has introduced into the Italian army a
number of young priests in embryo, who are at once
spics upon the Evangclical soldiers and zealots in as-
sailing and tormenting them. There was also at this
time, in onc of the regiments, an Adjutant-Major,
nephew of a Cardinal, who used to boast of his powers
in harassing the heretics that were under his com-
mand. ‘The ¢Evangelicals’ were held up to derision
and subjected to a thousand annoyances in the dor-
mitorics, at mess, in the guand rooms, and outside the
barracks, wherever their comrades met them during
their hours of iberty. Their Bibles and tracts were
taken from them ; the notices ‘of meetings sent them
from time to time were intercepted, and often at the
hours of service duties were assigned thein, or un.
deserved punishments inflicted with the view of hin-
dering their attendance.  In spite of all, however, the
new converts for the most part stood their ground.

“The military barracks in Rome are chiefly andient
convents secularized by the present government, and
in some of them a portion has been left for the use of
their old occupants until they have died out. Such
an arrangement not unfrequently leads to collision be-
tween the Evangelical soldiers and these zealous par-
tizans of the Pope. Thus, in the barracks of San
Salvatore, in Lauro, the priest of the parish still in-
habits a part of the building. More than once, on
leaving his rooms he had to thread his way through
groups of soldiers busily occupied in reading the Scrip-
tures. At length, one day he stopped, and began to
pour out a torrent of abuse against the Evangelicalsin
general and myself in particular, till one of the young
converts, losing patience, extended to him a copy of
the New Testament, and exclaimed with vehemence :
¢Your Reverence, be so good asto prove to us from
this book, the errors and immoralities with which you
are charging us ; for I am a lover of the truth, and
wish at any cost to know and follow it! The priest
attempted an argument, but soon found that with his
confused and hesitating quotations from the Vulgate,
he was no match for his young antagonist, who had
at his tongue’s end, apt and prompt, whole sections of

-

Scripture in the vernacular of Diodati, ‘To cover his
retreat he asked at last for a loan of the book that he
might “study it, and withdrew amidst the sarcastic
smiles of the bystanders, leaving the honours of the
ficld to his opponent.  And from that day the discom.
fited champion has been carcful to leave his lodgings
by a back door which communicates with the street,
without exposing lim to inconvenient contact with
the Bible-reading soldiers.”  ‘These soldiers in move
ing from canp to camp n suminer, or to their own
homes, act as nussionances, and are doing a great
work.  Sig. Capelhing, himself an ex-soldier, com.
menced work in 1872, and now his Roman congrega.
tion alone 1s attended every Sabbath by more than
Joo soldiers. He s a recognized mmlslﬁq_ the Wes.
leyan Methodist Missionary Souicty, which provides
the hall for his religious services and guarantees s
personal stipend.  But his work continues to be wholly
undenominativnal.  The converted soldiers on leav-
ing the army are simply directed 10 join the Church
nearest their homes, T. H.,
Clarcns, Swilucrland, March, 1885,

ABJURING ROMANISAM.

In the following paper Mr. J A. Derome, a young
man connected with the family of Bishop Langevin,
of Rimouski, and of Sir Hector Langevin, narrates the
steps which led to his conversion.  His experiences
arc those of scores of suffering hearts and are the best
plea for the work of French Evangelization. The
paper was read in the French Protestant Church, of
Lowell, on the day the young man joined the Church,

C. E. AMARON.

Of all the questions which relate to mankind, re-
ligion is the most important and the most serious one.
When we are born in a religion, when we have been
taught its doctrines, when we have been accustomed
to look upon all those who itre not our co-religionists
a if they were heretics and irreligious men, then we
cannot give up such a religion without having some
very strong reasons to do so. Sclf-interest, position,
men, all must be forgotten when we desire to discover
religious truth, [ will briefly state how I have been
lcd to search into the truth and to leave the Roman
Catholic Church. But I do not intend to insult the
Roman Catholics, nor to hurt thewr feelings, Hatred
and revengefulness do not enter into my feelings. If
I can no longer believe as they do, I will always re-
mamber that we must Jove cach other. 1 will tell
only of my Christian experience.

The intellect and the heait are not satisfied with Ro-
manism. The frecdom of thought and the liberty of
consiience are condemned as the most pernicious
errors which enist.  The Pope Gregory XVI. for in-
stance, tn the year 1832, called the hberty of con-
science a silly maaun, a delirium, and he called the
liberty of the press a monstrous liberty that we cannot
hate and curse enough. Every Catholic owes the
Pope, who has been dedlared nfallible fourteen years
ago, & complete submussion, an mphct obedience,
even if the Pope was teaching that evil must be done
instead of right. Very often the Catholics accept
dogmas without believing in them.  They keep sitent,
they do not dare to express their opimons, but their
intellect is not satisficd.

In a like manncr Romanism does not satsfy the
heart, It necither gives peace to the conscience nor
doces it saothe the sutrows of the achung heart.  Then
the influence of Rume produces very pitiful results
by driving many Roman Catholics into indifference
and infidelity.

I was pretty young when I began to know Roman-
tsm as 1t1s. Some readings on its nature dand 1its in-
fluence as well as my own experience had showa me
what it was. 1 became irrcligious a~d almost an
atheist. I will not narrate all that I suffered when I
saw the bulwark of my religious convictions falling to
the ground. I had an imperfect knowledge of the
Bible. 1 read itonlyas aliterary and historical work.
1 remember those gloomy days of the past with a very
decp fecling of regret because of my errors,and I pray
sincerely God to forgive me. .

\While I was so tormented by the anguishes of doubt
and by infidelity, I read in a Catholic newspaper of
Quebec an article written agamst the Kev. Mr, Cete,
saying that this apostate, as he was called, intended
to astablish a French Protestant newspaper in Lowell,
I never had heard of Mr. Cote, and I had the greatest

_horror for the Protestants. From the course of his-

tory which § was studying then in the seminary, I had, .



