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stump. T)ie naturalist's surmise is
correct, for seated on- the -poplar
trec, gently tapping, afpparently for
amusement, is the ni sapsucker.
He takes fiight on our approach.
but does not fly far, andfrom the
air of indifference ass .umed, it is
fair to -suppose there is a reason for
the -indiiffçrence, and-tbat-reason is
flot hard to guess. Not fifteen feet
up on the poplar tree,. is a -nicely
bored hole, au n chi and a half in
diamnetçr,- beneath the hole are
many fresh. chips, and in that hole
as we pra-sently di5cover, is aniuch
annoyed female sapsucker, who
believes that possession is mine
points, or as many more as you
like to assume of the law. 1 put
zny finger in the -hole to announce
my presence, she rtplies by a -very
energetie. and decided -peck, and
intimates, that it -wtould bewell to
kýeep out. Shehisses whenever 1
corne near, and ber littie bead-like
eyes flash an inlignan.t protest to
the intrusion. Has shelhe courage
of hei connections, or isshe merely
covering.up ber terror by.showing
a bolfi front. If -the latter is the
case, she wilI make a basty escape
when .we ponf the tree gently
,wît- a stick., Psbaw! she cares
.nothlingr formysterious noises, even
.1 -sue bas a feniinine nature, and
,thêjo.ur or five littie- ones which
are eviçlently in the nest are more
to ber çven than life. Bravo
little sapianeker, be.would be bard-
heartefi indeefi who would worry
you Iù;.ther.. Success to you, and
may yçu, long live te enjoy your
poplar tie and -your gaily colored
partner, for be -it known yellow-
beflied * sap4iuckers belong -to the
very aristocrats of the refi-headefi
fami *ly,. and.yerily fine feathers do
make fine birds once in a wbile.
A steadyrow for baif an hour. and
we, near a fiat and ýreedy island.
As we approacli a loon is noticed
s¶vnw* 1n addving somte tbree
or.four:hundred yards a-egy, buta
careful glance willt-sbow that wve
are c1qnely watcbed. Once on-the
islandi we finfi the shoremzatted
witli dried rushes, and along tis

we ivili look for the loon's nest,
for this shy bird -places it just. at
the edge of the water, or «possibly
floating ia it, where it is the
-simplest thing in the-world for the
ever alert bird-to dive out of sight.
to corne up a bundred yards or
more distant. Carefully we circle
the isianfi, and .at one point find
thedapenc of a nest, but

evienty te bon will flot lay ber
two -or tbree dark, olive or drab.
à.eggsi or a day or two yet. Théee
eggs are amng the most beautiful
ovbjects in an oologistis cabinet
and are greatly prizefi by tbe
enthusjastic collector. As-wewaik
-to the centre of the island, tbe
ýSpottefi Sanfipipers rise hy the
*hialf dozea, aud on the gravelly
ridges beneatb masses of the jewel
-weeds, we finfi their nests. lu
eh the same arrangement exists,

-fGa-z clay colorefi eggs, splashed
and blotched 'with deep sepia andi
brown, these eggs are pyriforma in
shape, andi invariably disposed witb
'the sinail endis towards the centre.
Iu tbis.way a very- sial bird can
cover four large 'eggs, 1.35 *x --9
luches. Ordinarily-the **Peep" be-
trays its; nest with. the greatest
-simplicity, but sucli Is ntalways
the case. A few finys. ago, while
wal1king 'along the. lake shore, 1
came across a pretty little sandpiper
ïu -the greatest distress. She was
ýappabent1y badly -il3jured, andi as
sbe rau was an objectoçf pity, as
Bile stumbled oVer the stones,, and
~.1er wings were draggec1along with
great difficulty.. Finally sbe.stum-
bled into the water, gaspingand
nlaling a lamentable to-do. I sat
dowfl-. to s.wait tbe next piece on
the programme, aud sile suddeniy
:recoverei -and rau past me- mot
more than two. or three feet àwayacxiously looking for insects in theý
w;eeds; wrhenshc.had gone tweaty
or thirty. yards, she exc1alméd,
.1'peep, peep,.peep,'jàgnc .*flew off,
1I ooked. for tbe üest iitvain, but
being interestefi deterni4ed- to
watch caret ully bait an hour Inter,
lu passing the spot a secould time,
Mrs. Peep again rail beto0re ane,


