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that he who did not spare the Jiving poets, Lucan and the philosophic Seneea,
would pay much respect to the ashes of the dead.  He built on this site his splendid
palace, adorned amd enriched with all that a luxurious tuste could suggest and the
atmost prodigality and power could supply, ind hence it reccived the name of the
Golden Howse.  [n fact it almost realized the conceptions of Bastern imagination,
when it depiets tho work of the Genii of théir romance. Tt was less remarkable,
however, for the profasion of gold, ivery, mother of pearl, and gems with which its
walls and ceilings were inlaid or adorned—and for its puintings, statues, and other
vieh and previbus worksS of art, hoth withm and without the buildings—than for
their immense magnitud : anl the prodigions extent and variety of the whole, Taking
agvantage of the vast space which the fire had left vacant, and removing whatever
hdildings still stood in s way, Nero covered the whole, not merely with the palaco
strictly so called ; but as forming a part of it, with wilde spredding fields, woods,
wildernesses—an artificial lako like an inland sea—hills, gardens, vineyards, and
arehards ;. extending over the Esquiline.and Palatine Kills. But this too with all
itd splewlour, wave pleee afterwards to the wagnifisent hath= of Titus, which spread
&‘l{ along the E«quiline.  Tho arches, on which they were supported, were luid im-
madiately over the other. Al are now involved in one common ruin.  But beneath
thdse baths, the chambers of Néros Golden House have been diselosed by exeava-
ti«::&i. an:l some of the still obler remaing, asit bas been suppogeld, of Meowocenas' Villa,
alsd. On the ceiling of some of the raoms, thus laid epen to view, are freseo paintings,
in tich vivid colours 5 as fresh agl fair as if finished but yesterday.

Nothing perhaps more strongly marks the luxurious_character of the age, and
the jpomp and prodigality of these Roman Enperors, than the Therma or Baths
waich they ereeted § ontvieing each other in these costly structures. Those of
Titds, gréat and extensiveas they were, can hardly be put in compurison with the
Baths of Caracalle.  They bear his name, and were originaly built by him—but
they} were much enlarged by the Emperors Heliozabalus and Alexander Severus,
W's fuccessors. They weve situated between the Aventipe and Calian hills. and a
litile outside of the oll Porta Capena, memnrable in the early history of Rome for

a depply tragic event. It was-there that the surviver of the three Horatii, fresh.

from his vietory, awl smarting from his wounds, met his sister, and was reprouched
by her far the deatl of her lover, who had fallen in the combat.  In a moment of
in-lignation and exeitement he plunged his sword into the bireast of the unhappy nnxi@cn.
These Baths too are fu pu'ns. at what remain of them furnish us with a better idea
of their character und exkrvz: than any other which are found in Rome. They wete
on the east of the Aventim:, between that aad the Appian way, and eceupied a cirt
cuit of nearly a wile. - '

It may be a subject of wonder to us how such an extensive area could be occupicd
by Baths alone.® But Imperial luxury includert a great denl under that name.  The
buildings indeed which properly and exclusively were deyoted to the purposes of bath-
ing were themselves immense.” They included separate rooms for cold, tepid, warm
amd steam baths, which opened into wide and spacious halls ; one of these—it will
serve to ntark the character of the whole—aras so large, that in it were 1600 marble
seats, forthe convenience of the hathers. There was besides an immense capacious
basin for swimwers. But to.these must be ndded the numerous apartments which the,
convenicnee of all these bathers would require—libraries for reading—hally for reci-
tations and leetures—an odeum for music—a gymnasium—and an enclosed iplace for
exercise, whon the weather would not permit it abroad. There were temples for the
tutelary deities and others, in the sume grounds ; aund courts.and open walks planted
with shrubs and trees, so that we may perbaps form some idea to oursclves of these



