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house was # place of entire discord, in regard to every
thing good, and of hurwony, only, in devising and
executing mischief; and in one instance, ut least,
a son, who wude sport on his way from the prison
to the pallows, where he wns xoon to lose his life,
traced Ins dreadful end 1o the invtructionzof his mo-
ther. Lot parents then govern their children, and
children obey their parenty, in that which is right,

This Socicly promoles temperance.~"The facts dis-
closed from the interior of prisuns concerving the
consequuenses of intmmperance, ire amony the strong-
est arpuments in favor of tempersnee.  futhe house
of correenion in Boston, the records show, amonyg
she men, hesides very many committed a second time,
two committed three times; six commitied four
times; four commtted five times; two  committed
six thines; aae commitie !l seven times; and one
commited eicht times, for drunkenness.  Among the
femnles, besides wmany conmtted twive, theee come
nitted three tismes 3 two comusitted four times 3 one
committed five mes; six committed six times; and
are committed seven nmes; for drunkenness, Of
theoe, in aixty cuses, the sabjeets had been discharg.
ed wore than ane mowd, rnd less thaa onc yeur,
before they were wpnn arrested and committed e
prison; sixteen had been discharged mare than five
days, and less thun one month, before they were -
gain arrested and committed 20 prison; three had
been discharged but five duys; three but four days;
one but three days ; two but two davs;and three but
one day, before they were again arcested and cow
mitted to prison.

The time lost in prison, in the cases nhove men-
tioned, was abont thirty-two years.  And the expense
of supporting these twenty-eipht dronkards, at $2 per
weck, for the time mentioned, $3,320.

This is a limited view, us exhibited on the records
of one of vur prinons, of the evils of intemperance.
There is another view, aat less appalling, concerning
the probable number of cuses of imprisonment for
debt; and the prohable expense mtemling these cases,
principally in consequence of the same vice.
Number of persoos imprisoned for debt, naually,

10 the Cuued States, 1 consequence, principale

ly, oftho intemperate use of ardent spints, . 50,000

——

Costs of process in 50,000 cases of imprisonment

for debt, . N . . . 8250000
Epense of court far the same number of ceses, . 250,000
Lossof 1ime 1n prison, a1 60 cts. per day, of 50,000,

for 15 dayscach, . . . . . . 450000
Roard of the same number, . . . . 250,000
Turnkey, nohfying creditor, administering eath,

e e e e e ..o 123000
Derangement of affarrs 23 much as the lossoftime, 450,000
81,775,000

Again—the evils of intemperance are seen from
the interior of prisons amwong crimpals, not less than
amony dcebtors.  Thae probuble numbereof criminals
anmrally committed to prison, in the United Stutes,
is abous 125,000; and the proportion of these com-
mitted in consequenee, directly or indirectly, of in-
temperance, dues not appear from the most authentic
documents to be less than three fourths of the whole
number. The following stutement may thenbe wade
Criminals committed to prisan duning a singls year,

i the United States 1a consequeace, directly or

indisectly, of intemperance, theee fourths of 125,

93,750

Costs of process 10 93.750 cases, a1 &5 ench, . $468,750
Losa of ime 10 prssop of 93,750, at 60 ceuts per

day, far 30 daygeach, . . . . 1,687,500
Board of 93,750 for 30 days, at §1.25 per week, . 504,539
Coats of court, juriss, &c. :n 93,750 cases, . 1,000,000

$3,660,789

Such results rendered only probable, as the
consequence of intemperance, muy produce gowe
effect by way of restraint. A Society then which
keeps it constantly in view to trace the connexion
between intemperance and crime, is uscful in promo-
ting temperance.

This Socicly promoles the beticr obscrvance of the
Sabdath.—1t is estimated that the number of persons
in prison gt & given iime, in the United States, is
10,000, It is not & matter of smal! moment whether
the prisons, in which 10,000 persons are constantly
confined, shall be so coustracted and managed, as
that the Sabbath shall be properly observed. In this
respect ther is a vase difference hetween the prisons
at Auburn, Wethensficld, and Sing Sing, and many
other state prisons; and between them and the coun-
ty juils iencrs!ly. Sience, ordes, sehgious instract-
ion in the Subdath school, public worship, and pri-

vate admonition, sympathy aud advice, and reading
the Bible diligently,~are churacterisic of the first
mentioned prirons on the sabbath. Gambling, pro-
fune awearing, unrestrained communiention of evi,
ure characteristic of several penitentiaries and of al-
most all county prisons, on the Subbath.,  1fit were
only the difference in the eff et of these nstituiions
in regard to the sanctification of the Sabbhinh on i
10,000 persons constantly in prison, it wunld not be
w matter of small mowment ; but it is to be considered
that the number of persons committed to prison
the United States, and leaving there to go abromt in
sotiety, to excrt an influence upon wthers, w tn
lapse of a single vear, does not greatly vars from v,
000 : whether this vast multitnde have been confined
in prisons where the Sabbath waas ebserved or protu-
ned, is a matter of still greater moment.

This Society shows the calue of solitude—~"The re-
marks and fucts stated io former Reports, in regard
to the importance of solitury confinement ut night,
und in this Report showing the connexion betwern
architecture und morals, are mostly ilnstrative of the
vitlue of solitude.  Whether the principle is applicu-
ble to other members of the human gxmily to the
same dezree, or not, it is now adontted as an axiom,
that little or nothing can be -eneYor the benefit ¢
that part of the human family which is fonnd in pri.
son, without a time and a place for solitude ; anid v
18 & matter of great sueprise, how great is the value
of solitude, to tins cluss of persons.  Many are con-
strained to acknowledge, on vising the prisonsat
Auburn, Wethersfield, and Sing Susg, and the house
of refuge in New-York, that they never before con-
cewved what effect wonld be produced on the heurts
of vicious persons by being silent and alone at night.
andf there were vo otherresuit from these admirn-
ble institnnivns, than a deeper impression upon the
prblic miml of the value of solitu le, in produting,
the minds of persons disposeid to evil, reflection on
the pant, remorse for sin, resolutions af liviag nbetter
tife, and a disposition to read the Bible, and 10 hear-
ken 1o good advice, they would b. of great nsean the
world.  Au intellivont conviet ut \yethoisfield, who
cume there from the old prison at Newgute, was wsh-
ed by a citizen how he liked the ww pricon 2 when
couvessation in substance as follows took place ; Con-
vict. [ do notknow. Citizen. Is notthe foud bet-
ter? Conwct. Yes. Citizen. Is not theclothing
better?  Conviel. Yes. Citizen. Are not the offi-
cers better?  Convict,  Yes. (izen. Why then w
it not all better 2 Conrict.  You do not understand
it. There, by day and by night, it was hail fellows
well met ; and keve, the lase thing at might s praver,
then reticement, where we see ne one and speak to
no oue during the evening; thengoto bed, but can~
notgo to sleep; but think, thirk, 1f we get to sleep,
and awake 1w the night, we see no one, and hear no
one; bhut Tuisk, TNk, When the marning comes,
and we go out, the festthingisprayer. We sceour
fellows, but say nothing; and st nighe, again, afrer
prayer, we go alone, and THINK, THINK. This
ts the differcuce.

T'his Sociely shows that the Bible is the best of books.
—No other book, nor ail other buoks togethier, coutd
supply the place of the Bible, in prison. When this
ts the only book with which prisosers cre supplied,
they read it often and much ; brecome very cuninus to
understand its meaning ; select pungent passages, and
turg down the teaves where they are; aud in w few
mauths gan a valuable knowledge of the scriptures.
Some of the prisoners, who were ignorsat of the
alphabet, in theprison ut Sing Siag, with vo other
hock but the Bible, learned to read tt,in fouc or five
weeks 3 afterwards became greatly interested in com-
witting the scriptures to memary ; and in a few cases
gave evideace that the effect was nat loss on their con-
sciences and hearss.  In the prisons at Aubaen and
Sing Sing, where abouteleven hundred prisances are
confined, in as many ‘scparate ecells, at night, they
are supplied by a law of the State with eleven hun-
dred Bibles, or as msny Bibles asthere ave prisonecs,
I the pricon at Wethersfield, aléo, cach convict is
supplied with a Bible, by the Connecticut Bible So-
ciety ; and in these peisons, nothing has beer more
snprising and delightful thun the attention which has
bécn give to the wo:dof God, In the Connecticut

rison, in one instance, a citizen was curious to

now, what proportiod of thé convicts would be
found, at a given time, reading the Bible. He en-
tered the privon, after the prisoncrs were Joeked up
at nyeht, zad passed vound the biock, aid looked int
to'the solitary cells; through the grates upon thirty
six prisoner, They wereall eogaged, without oo

excentien, atd cacty without the knowledge of the
athiry, io reading the Bible; and not only so, the
hadaet aheie supper down, upon the flonr of their
coihs, 1o remma there il they had improved alk the
tune b toee duek, i rending the Bible—thos prefer-
nogihe word of God to their necessey food, A
ah i aeterest in remding the seriptures s manifess-
ed at wveburn, where a very lurge propation of all
e oons cts, ns they are passed on the Sabhath, as
ten et doors, are foumd reading the scnptures.e—
How ‘wr the unosial interest mamfested in reading
the ssaptures in prisons constructed ard managed
on she pr ey les of thuse at Auburn, »1e Sing, and
Wettersfi o, i promoted by the of pur un ties for,
solitnde, which are turnished, md the deprivation of
nbier hoohs, 10 wlich they are subject, we cannot
telt; tmt one thing s certam, in these ¢i:comstunces,
there is no hook hLi\c the Bibles none hike 3t in its
history, which is read with the greatest enzerness in
prison s none like it in its poetry, tor there wre many
wnds in prison which can seets benuty in this res-
pect ;3 none bkeit in its sanctions, which are awfub
o the mind in the solitude of a prison @ none like it
mats vitutions sud promisek, which are as the balm
of Gited to the waornled spicitin prison: none lik»
i itswiracles.  Noother bauk, nor afl otherbooks
togethier, coulil supply the plive of the Bible n pris
san,  And the time which is spent w reading it, and
the eapudity with which a right ,uaderstanding of its
weaning is acquired, uod the gratitude which is mae
nitested, in muny cases, for its consolations, und the
restranes imposed by its anctious, und the hopeand
astonishulent excited by its"pramses and wiracles,
white 1t speaks volumes in fuvour of the new prisons
where the Bible is so much used, wod the system is
<o well calenluted to inerease its use,aftords instrue-
tive lessons concerning the value of the Bible, where
everat is a neglected hook,

This Sociely shows the valuc n* Sabbath sehonlsIt
shows the vulue of mabbath sehools in prison, and .
m preveating  crimes, The Q. res.gd hooly
Buve been wsgamized at the privons m_Concord, N.
H., Charlestown, dMass,, Wethersfichd, Conn,, Green-
wich, Bluckwell’s Ishand, and Auburn, N, Y., at the
houses of refuze m Baston, New York, and  Phila-
delphin, and at the couuty prisun on Walnut street,
Phladelphin, where the effect 87vhan bas hegn s
nifest in promoting the mctificsiion of the Snbbath,
the study of the Bibe, an increase of Kind feelipg;:
an improvement in discipline, amd thebenefit of the
teachers as wellas the pupils.  The number of schol
ars in the Substh schools, in the prisons mentiosed
ahove, is about £83, und the number of teachers about,
60, Thecflect ofthese Sabhath schoolsin promoting
the better observance of the Suh}g’.\xh, is not only
seen while the conviets are underinstruction, butin
their conduct as scholurs, and in their influsncé over
others during the remuinder of the dny; end in most
wselully occuppying the time of the officers and teach-
ers cencerned in their government and instruction,
The Bible is the only book, orunearly the only hork,
used in these schools 3 and the effect of bringing ¥U0-
or {000 minds in prison, on certuin hours of every'
Sabbath, into systematic operation upon the traths -
of the Bible, is not only & proper wade of observing™
holv time, but it ofteu enables those, who could not
do it before, to read the Bible, and pruduces in a stilt
greater nuinber a taste for reading it.  Besides, it -
terests the teachers in the copvicts, and the souvicts
in the teuchers, and thus produces pleasunt fechings,
The expressions of affection are wery strong on both
sides ; the teacherswondering why they never felt for
this cluss before, and the convicts feeling shat lheyv
have, at last, found friends. All this, and much
more, is strikugly illustrated in thekind, grateful, and’,
affectionate feeangs exhibited between tenchers and
scholars in the Subbath schools of the Auburn end’
Wethersficld, and other prisons where Sabbath?
xchools have been estublished. The effect on the
discipline of ihese institutions is scarcely less value -
ble, than'on the affections of the convictx; for the'
privilege of attending the school furnishes a strong™
otive to good conduct, and the fear of being depri-’
ved of the j rivilege, a strong restraint agunst mis-
demeanor.  The privilege of being teachers in these
scheols is highly alued, especinlly among young~
tnen preparing for the ministry, a. it btmsg them
irto contact with 2 great inass of inventivg and inquis-
itive mind.  But the best cvidence of theiryalne, don,.
rived from prisons, is the ¢Hect of Sablath schools,
in deterring’ fré the commission cf crime’; singe;
there are very few Sabbath school scholars found in

priscn, iu Etrope or Aweries,



