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The Fovvunl of Jgriculiure for Hobn Scolis,

and worss etill, taking all the menure | partacr mthor opened his oyes to tho

away. Now I don's wish to rovmrk any
further on this than that it appears to be
gotting to Lo a common custom, and
certainly does not tend to induco that
feoling of respeet and confidence which
the fathiing conununity should have for
one another. To many in my position
tho harm done might have been very
serious, as, having beon hitherto unsuc-
cessful, those interested pecuniarily in
my operations wenld hardly be inelined
to aliow me much latitude; however,
fortunately, on account of tho reputation
that the farm had scquised, entirely on
account of the draining, I had immediate
applications and selected a partner hav-
ing at lenst as much working capital and
skill as one could expect. Of course we
worked under disadvaniages. Our barn
yard manure was limited, and I bad no
time to tako the depth of my new ma.,
but I siill determined to stick to the old
test and maintain the fortility of the soil
at any sacrifice, so tha barn-yard manure
was supplemented with an increase of
artifical manure to keep up the rotation,
and a soven acre mowing field was
thrown out to pasture to bo only half
gtocked. And in the fall a good swarth
of grass could bave beer cut on any
pait of this field. I dwell somowhat
on the operations of this year, as the
value of the farm is mads by applying
the annusl return fo capital, this year
being taken as the standard, as I know
that by this method I cannot be deceived
in the future but can always calculate on
an increase. The crops were all light
and prices realized smmll, and I am con-
fident that by more careful ferming
from fifty to seventy per cent. could be
easily added to the total yield with Lut
small increass of working expense. Still
the whole farm having been worked one
time or another, every acre contributed
its share, and the total result wse suffi-
cient to yield me, clear of expsnse, a
return of nearly six per eent. on double
the sum that I originally paid for the
farm, which, being in a settied locality
was pretty high. Now I can either
lease or rent the farm to good marshes at
any time, reserving the house and a
certain quantity of land for myself, so
that in spite of the opinions of outsiders,
the farm is worth to me, as long as I
reside on it, at least three times the
original cost, counling nothing for em-
bellishment, &c., in the way of ornamen-
tal tres, and which the passerby can
eagily immsgine hes been a large item.
Of course I shall not be foolish enough
to give a lease, based on such farming as
last vear's. Our failures lsst year were
partly unavoidable, partly the result of
the penny-wise, pound-foolish system.
The season was too dry for superphos-
phate, and great loss occurzed by not
attending to the roots in time, My new

benofits of machinery whon he found us
running out our superphosphate at tho
rato of ene ton por diom, and without
any handling, for which I zm indebted
0 your recommendation to Mesars.
Gowor & Co. 8o much for thoe so called
English systom that I hear so rauch
about, but really do not kuow what
people mean <rhen $hey say you can
never make English farming pay ! never
mako our peopls take up English ideas,
and so on. My endeavor has been to
grow crops in the most economical and
practical way, 1 don't cars whother.tho
1deas are borrowed from the English,
Americans or Chiness for that matter, I
cerlzinly gave the Nowa Scolian system
so much in vogwe at that time, (marsh
mudding and other methods), a fair
trial, with tho result that my capital was
nearly all sunk before I had laid a single
drain o sccomplished anything that
could be said to add to the permanent
value of the farm, and yet I find on
reference to my books that in 1863, when
the working expenses of the farm wers
far greater than those of last year, the
cash returns wore only ens-fifth. I hope
your readers will not for a moinen$
imagine that I am attempting to show
that farming can be mmda profitable in
Nova Scotiz, that mine or any certsin
styls of farming should be adooted to
the exclusion of all others, No business
ur enterprisc can bo called a success
unless the operator can show a clear
dividend of at least six per cenmt., and
also command his original capital in toto
at a short notice. This I certainly can-
not do. There are also many farmers to
whom I must tender the palm, at least
for making money on a fann, if not by
what would legitimately be called farm-
ing, a8 they have commenced without
any capital. My object has been to put
a plain statement of facts before the
public, s0 as to remove if possible many
desp rooted and existing prejudices, which
I telieve Lo be inimics} to all progression,
not only in farming but in everything.

The reader cannot fail to observe, after
a careful perusal of the foregoing, that
draining might be made ta play a very
important part in the farming career of
any intelligent farmer, but unforwunately
thero is the reverse or dark side of the
picture, which can anly he removed by
legislation, to accomplish which has been
the object of the writer in this and
previous papers, also in his little pamph-
let (English and American Farming).
Although on extremely wet land, where
the fertility is completely locked up,
drainage by itself sometimesaccomplishes
wonders, it i> unwise to trust to anything
more than the mechanical efiect produced
on the soil, and, as the operation is an
expensive one, the advanced farmer may
in the present backward stete of our

farming institutions, find himsclf in the
samo position that the cats were efiur
drawing the chestnuta fivm the hot ashes,
This is tho more unfortuuate, ag, although
this evil might not occuy, still the know-
ledge that it is not withwut the range of
possibility is enough to damp tho courn_w
and onthusizsm of the veriest giutton of
farming. The cost of Wwinags fs not o
gront but that its benefits may he
brought within the mirze of almost any-
one, previded always that the paymont
be artanged for, as is Jdene in Ontaxiv,
by annual instalments u)s to twenty yoars.

February 24th. I find by your postal
card that I muwet comclusle us ence, thi« F
am sorry for as I feol that I have n
done tle subject half justice. My object
has been to show that tho improvisg
farmer, that is, he who m: kes two bladus
grow where only one dil formely, is
entirely unsupported, while mere prodne-
ere receive every encouragemens ; this is
the more unfortunate, as it is not e
case in the adjoining Proviaces of wld
Cunada, the real welfare of farming is, I
am convinced, dependent mure on go.d
legislation, taken in the right directicn,
than anything else. The estihiishmoent
of schoois and farms may be aldvisafle,
bt no amouit oi education will mako a
man a good farmer without experience,
it is a dangerous matter learning your
drill before the enemy. The mere gruw-
ing of large crops X found to be 1 <imple
matter under my system, in fict too
much so, a8 it tempted me beyomd my
depth. The passage of a good Dininage
Act would, I believe, i & great meavure
more than supply the want of mudel
farms, ay, in all probability, some enling
intelligent farmer would set an exemple
whichhis neighbors would be enly ton glad
to follow, so that every locality might have
almost a model farm at their own Jovr

My operations have certainly sevolu-
tionized the idess of many farmers in this
district, anA it was {or this reason that
wished to present them personally before
the Legislature. I have no reason to
alter my ideas in the slightest dugree as
to what means shonld be teken w make
farmiing a pecuniary success. And I stilk
stick to ihe old doctrine, as expressed in
my little pamphlet and endorsed by tho
best authorities, avoid locking up yowr
capital as muzh as possible in anerrs
investments, such as dreinage, buildings,
&e. All the skill and knowledge in the
world will not prevent the Ontawna
farmer from working at from 50 to 70
per cent. discount directly ke enters tho
Meritime Provinces. Theso obstruetiong
can only be removed by legislation,

Your obedt. servent,
Avrrep C. THOMAS.

Pleass excuse the Mast part as it was
written in a great hurry.



