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Scriptural ground is taken of the Bishops not. being a separate ordler,
but sirnply an office hield by a 1Presbyter wlio is a l'primus inter
pares," wc have a ministerial level at once in Evangelical CJîurches.
The New Testament beiug our gutide, there is no evidence of a third
and distinct order of clerics known as Bishops. The Episcopateiwas
a developmnent, a gyovernmental necessity of the times, simply an
ecclesiastical office of oversighit, easi1y nxatched in sister Ohiurches of
to-day. whio rejoice in havingy thc official, if his titie is, fortunately
for him, not so thoroughly associated witiî the miodern forin of un-
scriptural, uncliristian prelacy. Dr. Jacob a prominent Anglican
Divine whose evangelical views will not be questioned, gives it as bis
conclusion that "9the cstablislirûcnt of Episcopacy saved the Churcli,
whatever mischiiefs -were afterwards wroughit by the abuse and per-
version of tha systcma.» He says: '1 Every to;vn liad its J3ishop
with. a body of Presbyters and Deacons under him, the Churcli often
consistingy of a single Congregation, assembling Li one place of
worship and the Bisliop lîiiself performing ail the duties of a Pres-
byter among them, and hiaviug a personal acquaintancew~itli eveîy
inember of his flock.

In the time of Ignatius, the Bisliop was oniy a chief amongst
equals; simply a centre of unity.

Upon the question of a lînînan s ,crificing priesthood in the
Christian Church. there is but one answer. The Churchi of Christ
kniows none, save in the sense, that ail believers aie Priests. «IThere
is no book of Leviticus in the New Testament," and every effort te
force the Jewish Temple worship into the Chîristian Church, is dis-
honouringt to Christ, false to, the Gospel of the Son of God who
declaied the sacrifice to be finishied in hiinseîf.

Sacerdotalisin the Christian Ohurch. is a survivai of Judaje and
Pagan wvorship, a fuingus growingr tpon the Christian religion in its
post Apostolie days, and culminating in time in the legalized pie-
sumptuous pretentions of the Priests of Roine. Setting aside, there-
foie, ail sacerdotalists iii our first consideration of Christian union as
being antagonistic to Christ, whoma they dishionuur by inidicating
that ifis sacrifice was incomaplete, we flnd Protestant millions one
ini this -,iew of the Christian mninistry, and their separation is chiefly
the tissuc 7cal of a naïnc. Conference betwecn representatives of
the difl'erent evangelicait bodies would doubtless result., ini sucli tities
being agreed upon as niight be suitable to a united Church, and noue
N'ould be more likely to be adopted than those whicli liave dlone such


