
we can stili rejoice in Nature, for the loss is more than coin-
pcnsated by thc lînniianl symipathies of riper years throughi
whichi %e sec iiew and nobler mieamings

In the faithi tlat lookis throuigli death.

Such is Wordswvorthi's miost cliaracteristie message ; but 'aic
(laes îlot urge its acceptancc. Ilf says hinîseif in a note pre-

flxed ta the poem, that althougi lie lias regarded the vividness
and spiendour Nvhichi invest abjects of sighit ii- childhood as

presuml)ptive evidence of a priar state of existence, lie does flot
miean to inculcate such a bellef. It is far too shiadowy a no-

tion ta, be rcconinmcnded ta faith, as more than an eiemeîît ini
aur instincts of innortality. " But," lie contfinues, " thaougih
the ideca is nôt adlvanced iii revelation, thcre is nathing therc
ta contradict it, and the fali of nian presents an analogy in its
favour."

Another characteristic of Wordswvorth's teachiîig is his con-
stant assertion of the dignity af virtue, of simiplicity, af inde-
pendlence wvherever found, and quite apart fromi ail external
surrounding-s.

In the pocin " Resalutian and Independence " the interest
turns upani thc simple, steady resolution af an aid lecch-
glatherer hopursues his trade iii extremie aid age about the
Ioniely mioors, and the strenig-th, firminess and perscverance
whiich the siglît of the aid man broughit ta the poet, who repre-
sents lus own 1)aetic nature as incliined in a maonient ta turn
froin ihope ta despondency. But lie taok courage wheni lie
saw sudh a inan risc aluave his surrotindings, Sad and desolate
as tlicy wcre, and at thie close of the poemi thus expresses imii-
self

I could have Iatigled myseif to seorn to find
In that decrepit man so fli-m a nuind,
God, said 1, be my help and stay secuire:
1".1 think of the Lýeecli-gatherer in the lonely moor.

Thc ivhole of this poerm emibodies with singular beauty and
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