The Voice of Nature.
BY *LLEX 4 H¥Rw,

Tur glovy of the winvero
Hivpre wn v eves il

The geondeur of the el by
The averlasting halls.

The rivers praise hin whe heth strefehed,
Therr broad mjostie faw,

Or thunder in theh cotaracts,
The londe-t note beluw,

Tho forests, planted by his hand,
The Howerr verdant vod,

I loveliness and beauty, apeak
Thoe ateribetes of Gud,

His pawer oud wisdom, infinite,
In all hix works we traco ;
But they hold no revelation,
Of the richies of his grace,

They cannet tell, as X would know,
Of the one who died for me.

Thav mystery of love divine,
Which in the cross T sce.

They tell mo of no Saviour’s love
OF rest, or peace, or Heaven ;

Nor sutisfy the longing soul
With bliss of sins forgiven.

That gospel can be told alone
By human pen or tongue ;

A grander, nobler, higher theme
Tban nature ever sung,

His glory, goodness, wisdom, power,
They speak that message well;
0N, let them thome our silonce,
Who have better things to tell,

Somenos, B.C,

Epworth

“I destre to form & Leagug, offeusive and defensivo, with
every soldier of Christ Jesus.”—John Wesley.

TOPICS FOR THE YOUNG PEOPLY'S PRAYER
MEETING OF THE EPWORTH LEAGUE.

SECOND QUARTER, 1890,

June 15, Rich toward God. TLuke 12. 21 3 12,
16; Matt. 6. 19-21: 1 Tim, 6. 17-19; Jas, 2. 5;
Matt. 6. 33; Pan, 84. 9, 10; Tsa. 33. 15, 16 ; Phil.
4.19; 1 Tim. 4. 8; John 6. 27 ; Pan. 84, 11; Luke
18. 29, 30.

June 22.  Your Father bnoweth. Luke 12. $0 ;
Psa. 103. 14; 1. 6 ; Neh. 1. 7; 2 Tim. 2. 15; 2 Pet,
2.9; John 10. 14; Psa. 37. 18 ; Job 23. 10; Psa.
139. 1, 2; 189. 3, 4; 142, 3; Matt. 6. 6; Heb. 4,
13,

The League Devotional Meeting,

TTEnk are a fow suggestions ;

L Zime~It is iwmportant that an honr be
selected when the most geod can be done, Our
expericuce has Jed us to favour, more than any
other, tho hour preceding the public Sunday
evening service. If a room can be used other than
the mnin audience-room of the Church this hour
will give the richest opportunities and best tesults,
B that hour before the evening serviee our youth
zet u splendid preparation for the lavger weeting to
follow,

The pastor who goes to his pulpit knowing that o
score or n hundred young Christians have been
sending prayers heavenward in his behalf during
the preceding hour must be greatly blessed agd
strenathened.  And how receptive the minds and

. hearts of those ardent young people, fresh from that
toom of song and prayer aud testimony, to the
grand old Guspel as it rings forth from s quickened
P 4

SCHOOL.

HOME AND

and entnent mevenger ' No we beliove thot the
best time for the Kpworth devotional weetings, if
not alwoys apd mverywhere, sot senerally, will be
that  favoured = above, for then the strongest
influenes tor wand may be received by young people,
protor, and congregation.

& Leaddi ps.—Wha shall lead these devotionsl
meetings iy often a diflieult and perplexing question,
On wany siondler charges the pustor often feels
obliged to take the iend, however much ho might
prefer to cultivate the talents of his young peopie,
When necescary, so boit,  Have the young penple’s
lceting somehow : wo can't aflord to neglect it, It
is one of the most efficient agoncies of the time,
Yet whenever practicable we should favour leader-
ship from the ranks of the young people,  There
are many good rcasons for jt. It educates, it
strengthens; both Jeader and led are made more
self-velinnt, It rolioves the pastor. It gives a bond
of sympathy between the lender and the rest, which
usually draws from them rendy nnd willing responses
to his requests, It gives ull a feoling that it is
“our” meeting as nothing elso can. Many Lengues
publish lists of leaders and topics for threo or six
wonths—a good plan.  The great requisites in a
leader are earnestness, real piety, and willingness
to prepare for the meoting. "Theso three requisites
being et the leader will generally succeed,

3. Zhepastor and the mesting.—Some may ask,
“If the pastor is not to lead the meeting shall he
attend 7”7 Yes, whenever possible. if tne young
people are accustomed to his presence it will cause
no embarrassment ; and his help will often tide the
meeting over awkward pauses and show the way
out of predicaments into which untrained young
leaders sometimes lead even well-disposed com-
panics. If he can, therefore, let the ministor
attend these meetings—that is, if his heart is Young,
no matter how gray his head, and if his strong
sympathies enable him to adapt himself to those he
is to aid.

Strangers Welcomed.

A pravon of the Epworth League has been
established in connection with tho Centenary
Methodist Church, St. John, N.B. The different
departments ave effectively organized, The social
and Christian work departments desire among other
duties % accept the responsibility of extending
Christian attention to strangers in our city—parti-
cularly to those coming from Methodist congtre-
gations.  Any requoest coming from any of our
wministers or people, asking the committoee to seek
oub and show attention to such porsons will be met
with a cheerful response, Any such request may
be addressed to the pastor, the Rev. Edwin Evans,
or to Mr, John McA., Hutchings, 101 Germain St.,
St. John, N.B.—Wesleyan. '

Epworth League Notes,

—D>More reports give more cncouragement.  The
letters of these seerctaries establish one indigputable
fact, that u well ordered chapter of the Epwortl
League is a source of manifold good to the chuyreh
of which it is a part.

~—We make each meeting only religious. There
are twenty-five members, oight of whom have Leen
received iuto full wmombership in the church, Qup
way of conducting makes the chupter o ryeal
Methodist class. The best work and life of my
church is right here,

~The personal efforts of membars have brought
large nuntbers into the Sablath-school, inereased
the church nttendance, and inspired many oldor ag
well as younger Christians with new zeal,
——During revival the Lookout Commiittes of the
League assisted the pastor by bringing the eonverts

into the Sunday-school,

The Battle of Waterloo,

Most of our yonng readers bave read e gty
of the battle of Waterloo, thr wordertuity L,
enive ovent in which the English ssdiers . v
the Duke of Wollington won s great viotory o 4
the French under Napoleon T The defeat brod.
the power of Napoleon, and decided the fote of
BEurope,

The majority of our readers are now in sehiool,
and so a remark mado by Wallington not wamn
years before his death will be of interest, Wall-
ing with a friend in the grounfls of Lton Colleye,
he pointed up to the familiar building and s,
*“There is where the battle of Waterloo was won ”
The meaning of the remark was this: In the collecn
there was o training to bo attained, a self-mastery
to bo achioved, and habits to be formed, which
made the great vietory of Waterloo possible, ]

Few young persons perhups can realize how |
great the influence of early life must be upon later
life. Every victery gained over self, over & disposi-
tion to be indolent or careless, over temptation to
negligeneo or idleness by thoughtless companions,
is the promise of victories further on in life, while
yielding to temptation is assure a pledge of weakness,
As & man soweth so shall he also veap,  The virtues
and achievements of early life aro the seed that in
due time bring forth their harvests of success, The
battles that ave to decide everything for the future
are fought in the sohool-rootn, on the play-ground,
in the homo, on evenings nround the fivesido and
study-table, through the years of youny life, Hero
the greatest events of life are sottled, with victory
and crowas to be attoined, or defeat and «ishonour
to e practically assured.

No Taste for Mathematics,

YEARS ago some of the Freshmen of Princeton
College would occasionally ask the then assistaut
professor of mathematics to excuse their delinquen-
cies in that study, “We have no taste for mathe-
matics,” was thoir plea.  “No taste!” was the
reply, “then you should give special attention to
it.  Form a taste. I shall expect you to be very
studious in my department.” Dean Stanley has
been telling o story which shows that Mr. Glad-
stone conquered o similar distaste for mathematics.
“There is » small school near Liverpool,” he said,
“in which Mr, Gladstone was brought up before he
went to Eton, A few years afterward another
little boy proceeded to that same school—a little
boy whose name 1 will pot mention, but who sub-
sequently went, when o young man, to seo its
master, and in the course of conversation with that
master he said to him, ¢ Theve is ono thing in which
T have not in the slightest degree improved since I
quitted your establishment, and that is casting up
figures” ¢Well, the old master replied, ¢nobody
could have been more incapable than you were sk
school with your arithmetic, but I will tell you a
very curious circumstance. Mr. Gladstone, when
he was here, was just as bad ab casting figures as
you were and ave, but you now ses what he has
become. When it was that the right hounourable
gentleman was enabled to waster his former in-
capacity, and to become the great arithwetician
which we all know he is, T am not aware; but the
change did take place, and T bave found in it a
striking example and g cheering encouragement to
those who are dull in youth not to despai,,’”

REvERENOR in dealing with the Dible should
always characterizo the Subbath-school teacher.
There is a tendency too often to treat even the
most sacred themes in n light and Rippant wny.
To encoutage or perwit this is to aweal:en the in-
fluence of the Soripture on the aminds and hoarks of

scholara,
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