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HOME AND SCHOOL.,

Make Life Happy.

How easy it is to spoil a day—
The thoughtless word of a cherished
friend,
The selfish act of a ¢hild at play,
The strength of a will that will not bend,
The sight of a comrade, the scorn of a fce,
The smile that is full of bitter things—
They all can tarnish its golden glow,
And take the grace from its airy wings.

How easy it is to spoil a life—
And many are spoiled ere well begun—
In home-light darkened by sin and strife,
Or the downward course of a cherished
one .
By toil that robs the form of its grace,
And undermines till health gives way ;
By the peevish temper, the frowning face,
The hopes that go and the cares that stay.

A day is too long to be spent in vain—
Some good should come as the hours go

by ;
Some tangled maze may be made more
plain,
Some lowered glance may be raised on
high ;

And life is too short to be spoiled like this.
If only a prelude, it may be sweet

Let us bind together its threads of bliss,
And nourish the flowers around our feet,

LESSON NOTES.
THIRD QUARTER.
LESSON XI.
DAVID SPARING SAUL.
1 Sam, 24, 4-17.

B.C. 1061 {Sept. 15

Memory verses, 11, 12,

GorLpEN TEexT.
Be not overcome of evil, hut overcome
evil with good. Rom. 12, 21,

OUTLINE,
1. David’s Chance, v. 4, 5,
2. David’s Grace, v. 6, 7.
3. Saul’s Gratitude, v. 8-17,
TiMeE. —1061 B.C.
Prace.—The wilderness of Engedi.
Conyrcrine Livks. —David and Jona-
than parted —the one veturning to his
father’s court, the other going out to exile,
and to hardship and peril, being hnunted
like a wild heast for his life.  From Nob he
took Goliath’s sword, and ate in hunger of
the show-bread, contrary to the letter of
the law. For a time in the country of the
Philistines, he feigned madness to save his
life, thence to the cave of Adullam, and
thence through the year he wandered from
place to place in the mountains, sometimes
appearing here and there, as when he smote
the Philistine enemy, and again hiding from
the pursnit of Saul. At last Saunl finds his
hiding-place, and the scene occurs which
our iesson narrates.
_ Expravartions. — The men of David—
There had gathered around him in his life
as an outlaw a band of devoted and hardy
young men, who formed in after days the
nucleus of his power.  The skirt of “Sauls
robe —A piece from tlre outer garment which
was customarily laid aside when the wearer
was at rest. Fleart smole him--Or, as we
say, his conscience troubled him. My
Jather, see—A reverential form of address.
But Saul was really David’s father-in-law.
A dead dog : after a flea—That is, I am too
insignificant and contemptible to cause you
an hour of uneasiness.

QuesTions vor Homr Stupy,

1. Darid’s Chance.
What had been Saul's attitude toward
David since his tlight from (iheah ?
How earnest was he in his purpose to
capture David ?
What is the story which this lesson pre-
sents ?
Why did.Saul take three thousand men ?
What great temptation came to David 7
What proof of rectitude of character does
he here manifest ?
What would have been the world’s ver-
dict on this act ?
2. David’s Grace.
How far did David's care for Saul’s life
extend ?
How do David’s words show that even
now, though an outlaw, he was not dis-
loyal ?

What two principles seem to have con-
trolled him ?

Should the same principle restrain men
nowadays from doing violence to mon-
archs or civil rulers ¥

How did Jewish kings ditfer in their ten-
ure of office from kings to-day ?

3. Sanl’s Gratitude,

What was David's course after Saul left
the cave? :

Hew near together must they have come ?

What was made plain by David’s ad-
dress 7

What was the effect upon Saul?

What principle had David exemplified by
bis course? Rom. 12, 21,

What does Saul's speech show as to his
own character ?

What strange covenant closed this inter-
view ? ver. 21,

Why did not David return to court with
Saul ?

Pracricar. Tracmixes.

How often men come within a very little
of their purposes and yet fail ! Why ?

Is it fate, or God, that directs?

How often men are in danger of their
lives, and do not know it! What saves
them ?

See the difference between the worldly
spirit and the godly spirit : —

Says the World : ‘* See-—thine enemy.”

Nays Conscience : ““ Make him thy friend.”

The World: ** Do what seemeth good.”

Couscience : ““ 1t seemeth good to spave.”

The World: “Take the kingdom over

men.”

Conscience : ¢ Seek the kingdom of God.”

The World : ¢ Seize thine opportunity.”

Conscience : ““ My times are in thy hand.”

Hixts ror Home Srupy.

L. Study well all from chapter 20 to chap-
ter 24,

2. Ifind the new tests bf Jonathan’s friend-
ship.

31.] Study the Psalins for allusions to this
time of life. Psa. 40, and others.

4. Find how his followers had come about
him. 1 Sam. 22.1; 1 Chron. 11. 15-20;
1 Sam. 26. 6; 1 Chron. 12. 8-18, and other
passages.

Ture LrssoN CATECHISM.

1. What test of David’s character is
given in our lesson?  “ His mercy to Saul,
his foe.” 2. What veason did he give for
sparing him? ““ L. 1> the Lord’s anointed.”
3. What means did ne take to convince
Saul of his rectitude? *‘He cut off his
skirt.” 4. What was Saul's testimony to
David when he had learned of his escape
‘“Thou art more righteous than 1.7 5,
What great principles of the New Testa-
ment did David exemplify ? ¢ Be not over-
come,” ete.

DocrrINAL S UG ¢ ESTION., — Christian
charity.

CATECHISM QUESTION.

43. How is God faithful and true?
His words are always true, and his prom-
ises can never fail. —Numbers 23. 19.

B.C.1056]  LESSON XIL  [Sept. 22
DEATH OF SAUL AND IIIS SONS.
I Sam. 31, 1-13.

GOLDEN

Memory verses, 4-6
Trxr.
The face of the Lord is against them that
do evil.  Psaln 31. 16.
OUTLINE.

1. Saul’s Death, v, 1-7.
2. Saul’s Burial, v, 8-13.

TrmMe --1036 B.C.

Prace. —Mount Gilboa,

ConxNueriNg Lings. --The story of the
last years of Saul’s reign is one of tempest
and suushine.  Occaxionally a gleam of light
bursts in upon the madness of the king.
Samuel died, and Israel lamented. David
lived as a frechooter in the wilderness, sul)-
sisting as he could on the country, and once
more pursued by Saul. At last he formed
defensive alliance with the Philistines in
the country of Achish, King of tiath. Ounce
more there came war between the Philis
tines and Saul, and David went forth with
his new allies to batt'¢ against his people.
The lords of the Philistines distrust him,
and he is sent back to thehilistine country
before the battle, to tind his country liad
been invaded, and his wives oy rried away
among the captives with the spoil.  ITe pur-
sued and recaprured all, utterly defeating
the Amalekite invaders. ® Meanwhile the
battle had been fought in the novth which
was to bring to David a return to his native

land and to o throne. Our lesson tells the
story.,

BirraNarioss.—drchers—Men who
fought with bow and arrows, A very ef-
fective instrument of ancient warfare, A
swordy aned pofl wpon it—"Fhis was in ancient
and classical tiutes the favourite iethod of
escaping deati: at the hand of the enemy.
Roman amd Greek literature contains maly
instances.  A#l hiz men—Not every soidier
of the army, but all Lis imniediate house-
hold.  Other sid o1 the valley ~That is, on
the opposite side of the great plain of Jezreel,
On the oiher side Jordan -That is, on the
western side, opposite to Jabesh-gilead.
The Philistines thus had at once possession
of the whole north of Pulestine.

QUESTIONS FOR HOME STUDY.
1. Saul's Death.

In what part of Palestine was the battle
fought which this lesson narrates ?

For how many years had there bLeen al-
most continual war with this enemy ?
What was the eifect of this battle upon

the paolitical condition of the kingdom?

What was the end of Saul?

What character had he shown as king ?

What was the effect of Saul's death upon
the country at large ?

What had Saul accomplished for his
country by his reign ¥

In what respects were the heginning and
ending of his reign similar?

What people had he made liis staunch
friends by his first act? 1 Sam. 11.
111

2. Saul’s Burial

What proof 'of the bitterness of the battle
did the Philistines find upon the field ?

What light is shed on the barbarity of
times by their action 7

What was the purpose of the indignity
shown to Saul’s body ?

What city of Israel came to rescue their
king’s remains ?

Was this city near the field of battle?

What does their act prove concerning
their character ?

Where were the bones of Saul and his
sons laid to rest?

Was this their final resting-place? 2Sam.
21, 12-14.

What covenant vow was fulfilled by this
act of David?

What beautiful tribute did he also pay
to their memory ? 2 Sam. 1. 23.

PracricaL TracHixGs.

Saul’s disobedience brought his ruin. It
did not stop there; it ruined his family.
How often oue act of sin works sorrow in
many lives®t It spread wider. [t entailed
war on his country. .

Do you sec any relation nowadays be-
tween sin in public men and public calamity ?

The old world was barbarons. Hate
heaped indignities on the helpless dead.
How the cross on Calvary has changed all
that ! Christianity slowly hunanizes,

Learn how good a thing is gratitude,
Saul saved Jabesh-gilead. = Jabesh-gilead
did what it could to save Saul’s memory,

Hints ¥or HoMeE StUupy.

1. Find Mount Gilboah, Reth - shan,
Jabesh-gilead.

2. Find how many battles Saul had
fought with the Philistines. How many
won, how many lost.

3. Learn why Jabesh-gilead was so de-
voted to his memory.

4. Compare Saul's death with that of
Brutus and Cassius at Philippi for a side
light upon the truth of this narrative,

5. Study caretully chaps. 1-4 of Second
Samuel.

Tue LrssoN CATECHISM.

1. What caused the death of Saul?
¢ Defeat by the Phulistines.” 2. Who else
perished in the battle 7 ¢ Three of his sons.”
3. How muuch of the country was gained by
the Philistines by this battle? < All north-
ern Palestine.” 4 By whom was Saul’s
body buried? By the men of Jabesh-
gilead.” 5. What prophecy was fulfilled
by this battle? ¢ That God hath rejected
Nanl?” 6. What great truth was thus em-
phasized afresh” ** The face of the Lord
18, ete,

DocTRINAL SUGGESTION. -—(God’s hate for
sin,

CATECHISM QUESTION,

44. What is meant by sayiug that God is
gracious and merciful ?

That he is full of compassion, slow to
punish sin, and ready to forgive.

The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and
gracions, long-siffering, and abundant in
goodness and truth.—Exodus 34. 6.
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A SEVENFOLD TROUBLE.

By PANSY and her friends.

12mio, cloth, 431 pages. - & b0 cents.

COPIOUSLY ILLUSTRATED.
Printed from original plates—unabridged.

But for the confession in the preface it
would never occur to any one that this
smoothly written story was the joint pro-
duction of seven djtferent authors, so strong
is the sympathy between them. Itisa true
story, of a home where confusion and ill-
feeling veign, where the stepmother is un-
appreciated, the children misunderstood,
the father worried, and everything tending
to misery. But, little by little, new in-
fluences come in, and in the course of time
a complete change is worked, simply be-
cause the different members of the household
grow to understand and respect each other.
The character drawing is remarkably well
done, and the story is full of interest in its
gradual development.—Golden Rule.

This is a unique book—a continuous story,
not a series of sketches; told by seven differ- !
ent authors, each contributing the same i3
number of chapters, and all together work-
ng out the plan of the original projector,
who was Pansy herself. Mrs. Alden’s books
always have a definite moral purpose, and
this new volune is no exception. The story
Is very interesting, and full of strong and
helpful thoughts.” Tt will take a prominent
place among the other * Pansy * books on
the home und Sunday-school library shelves.
—~N.Y. Advocate.
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Rambles Through American Society.
BY MAX O'RELL AND JACK ALLYN.
PAPER, 30 CENTS,

‘“ A volume of sparkle and delight from
title-page to fuish.” — Detroit Free Preys.

** There is not a dull page in it.”—y, Y.
World.

“One reads the book with a perpetual
smile on one's face. T—Chicago News,

“Will be read, talked of, and enjoyed.’
—Boston Home Journal,

Mailed post paid on receipt of price.
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