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*1 want to te!ll you—thnt -that mother
fsnt a tat o blsme. Dont lay it to my
mother sl my bad ways, 1 mean.”

Tom did not think at all of what a brave
thing s wan doing ; ho thought of nothing
but the wish to dofend i mother. But
the 14 « her took his hand, and said -

*Your mother must be a bravo lady,
T, for hor hoy has sliown hiself brave
to mght, and b aladl expect good things
from hinn tn the future.”

Tom thought: **1 wonder if tho other
boys know that all they do, good or bad, is
Iaid to their mothora 1™
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OERISTMAS BELLS
BY REV. SAMUPL GREGORY.

¢ If Goil so loved us we ou:ht also to love
one another.”—1 Jon~s v, H,

SoseoNk selectod these words as the
mottoof a Christmns cand. 1o not think
there could be a better motto for such
Christias nessages.

BrTHLEHEM,

Think of thin pucture. It is a night
scene.  Stars are shuung over silont fields,
where shepherds aro watching cheir flocks.
Buta Light tloods the sky, and makes all
stars seem dun,  Itis ‘the glory of the
Lord.” and a band of shining angels sing-
ing their great earol : * Poace un carth, and
glovy 1 the hizhest.” The shephords
listen with wonder, aud learn tha. there is
a baby uot far away sleeping in a strange
oeadle.  He i3 lyeng 10w wanger, whoro
suino travellers are spending the nyht at
aninn  The ““inn" (ur caruvansorati as it
18 more properly ealledi is s fu'l of prople
that no othor bed can bo found for the
littlo sloopor than & manger.  I'hat baby
has been sent from heavon tu grow up and
ba the Saviour of the world. Thisis tae
glad tidings of great joy w'uch the angels
havo comno to tell those shepherds in the
tields,

Such is the picture, and boneath it are
theso words : **Gud so loved us.”

CALVARY.

A second picture is that of a place out.
side the walls of a town—a place whero
cruninals are executed. A great crow.l of
peoplo 4 assoinbled.  Threo crosses stand
up above the jeoplo’s heads, and threo
menare £ ned on themto die.  Soldiers
stand armed newr tho cresses.  On the
wanldle cross hugs a Man whom they are
putting to Jdeath, not for any wrong ha has
dune, %)u'. becauso prooplo bave wistdken
lam and hated . Bat he who cangs on
the crusy has no hatredl wr lus heat. Ho
does not think of lus own sutloring, but
has his face tunn d to the robbep crucilied
by his side, aulis pr musing to lead him
away to God's parndiso of joy. Tho face

that luoks with sach pity op the dymy
pobbor i the same faco that looked up out
of that manger-cradle. It v the Kaviour
sent from God, and ho is dysng to save the
world.

The samo words are under this picturs,
thoe wonds,—** God a0 Joved us.”

Christinas is kept i order that Christ’s
Jove may be brought to our nunds.  Wo
ceiebrate Chnst's buthday at Christmas,
and wo try to thiuk of what lus barth
means. It weans ** God so loved us.”

8T. JOIIN, THE APOSTLR OP LOVE.

“Tf God no loved us wo ought also to
lovo another.”  Woe all beliove that.  Wo
kuo % who 1t was that said theso words 5 1t
was the Apostio St. Jonn.  When ho anid
or wroto tho words of my text ho was a
very ald man—about a hundred yonrs old.
During his boyhood, Jonn hived by tho sen,
for his father was a fisherman, and as soon
as ho wan old enough John wont out in his
fathor's boat to fish, God stirred this
young fisher-boy's heart, and made humn
wish to bu a good man. “While still in his
teona John went to hear a preachor in the
open air, on the banks of the river Jurdan,
and thore for the firat time he saw .Jesus.
John went home with Jesus, and stayed
with him all that day. He felt a0 much
what Jesus had said to lune, and loved
Jesus so deeply, that he becamo his dis-
ciple.  Whenever ho could do so John
spent hia time with Jesus. Ho went
almost overywhero with Jesus, aund atood
near the cross on that day when Jesus was
crucified. Aftorwards, when Jesus had
gone to heaven, John gave his lifo to work-
ing for Jesus, and telling people of the
love of God, and of how people ought to
love one another.

8T. JOHN AND THE ROBBER.

As life wont on John foll in with a young
man who lod a very wicked life, and pro-
valled upon him to be s Christian. But
the young man's wicked companions
towpted him into sin again, and led him
from bad to worse. Ho hecame so bad
and desperate that he joined a band of
«ubbers—outlawed men who lived in lonely
places among the hills, and plundered
travellers wlio fell into their hands. St.
John for somoe time lost sight of this young
scapograce, but ope day he discayercd what
sort of hfe e was living, and wen? to try
and find him. It was like the good shep-
herd who swent to save the lost shoep.
The robbers met with St. John, and were
going to tako him prisoner, and demand
ransom for his life. But the young man
wag with them, and ag soon as ho saw who
their prisonor was he trembled and wept,
aud begged St. John to lead him out of
that way of life, back again to Jesus the
Saviour.  In this way the good old man
carriod out his own saying into practice,
** wo ought to love one another.”

8T. JOHN'S LITTLE SERMON.

At a timo later than this, St. John was
so fooblo with age that he could not walk
far or stand long or preach as ho did in
carhior days. But ho used to go on Sun-
day moruings to where the Christians met
together, aud being very weak and old, ho
i’ual sluvl up and said : **Littlo children,
ovo one anuvtuer.” Sgometimes that was
all he saud, and ho said 1t otten. At last
tho Chnistians said to him: *“You are
always telling us that!” **Yes,” ho re-
olicd, **that 18 the best thing to tell you.
f you love ono another your own hearts
will teach you the rest. Love will lead
you to do all that you onght to do.”

It was bocauso of thimgs hke these in
St. Jolns hfe that they caied Inm the
Apostle of love. God’s love us ho had
seer: it in Jesus Christ so tilled his heart
that ho was always thinking of how much
mon ought to love one nuother.

WAYS OF LOVING.

Wo can be unselfish, and let other peo-
plo enjoy themselves. ~ We can bo thought-
fa!, aud do kind things to those who are
youngor thau wo aro. Wo can bo gontlo
with old people, and talk to them, and
reud to them, and serve them in many
ways.  Wo can give things to poople who
are tot so woll ulf a3 we are.  We can bo
patient, and keep our tomper, and say
cheorful and kind words. Wo can forgive
th ¢ who have done us wrong. We can
} ay for people, and ask God to bless thom
and mako thow good. Wo can be sweet

and helpful to those albout ux, as .Tesus
was and as John was. This is how we
ought to loye ono atother.  Christmas 18 a
taime of kind wishes and plommt words - a
tume of giving and forgiving, and gener-
osity has come to Lo associnted with Christ
mas, becauso Christmas s the festival of
God'n love—the time when we celobrato
God's giit for our salvation, and God's
willingness to forgive us. My text ox-
ning Christming generosty @ ** If God so
lovcd us we ought also to love ono another.”

THR JOY OF LOVING.

8t. John says wo *‘ought.” We do
gotie thinus becauso we ** ought,” though
tho things aro nut p easant to us, We
don't do them for juy's mahe. but for right’s
sako. But lovegives us joy. [t is more
blessed to givo than to recene. Goud,
kind hoarts have more pleasure in doing
kimd things than 1 receiving kwduess,
It is, beeaure, smmehow, when our hearts
open to do what 18 kind, God comes into
our hearts and makes a heaven there,
God dwells in every oue who loves and
holps his follows ; for God is love.

CHRISTAMAS BELLS,

Yo ought to lovo one another I” We
do lovp ony another. And we shall love
ono anuther more than ever, if wa love the
Son of God, who came mto this world one
Cliristinas morning lung age. Somectimes
we do pot think much about what Christ-
mas bells and Christmas carois mean.
They have a pleasant sound, and tell us of
a pleavant time. But their meaning goes
back tq the song of thoso angels in the
ficlds of Dethlelem. The music of Christ-
mas is the music of thankfulness that God
g0 lovod ys, and if é}od 8o loved us, we
qught also to love ane another,

WHAT WILL YOU GIVE"?

CarisTMas is coming again. What is it
bringing tho boys and girls, and what is its
messago to all httle hearts? Such toys it
brings, such Lolly-wreaths, such picture-
books, such pretty cardg and tempting
cakes! The shops are bright and beautiful,
fuil of yellow oranges, rosy apples, ¢ sugar
and spice, and all things nico.” And at
homne there is s0 much to do. We must
make or buy a present for our loved ones,
and the pudding and the mincs-meat must
teo made—* Christmas ig coming!” the
children cry. “ Qh, welcome, Chrirtmss,
happy, joyous Christmas! you bring us
holidays, and. oh, go many lovely things.”

Liu{o children, what will you bring to
Jesusat this joyful tsme? Giye him your

oung hearts brimful of love. Be gentle
and kind at home, and try to bring somoe
joy to boys and girls who may bo ill, or
r, or sad. Then your Christnias will

o happy indeed.

ORIGIN OF THE OHRISTMAS

; FBESTIVAL.

Tur Christmas fostival seems to have
been deovoted firgt to the children in
Germany and tho purth of Europe. Here
Saint Michulas, a real porsonago, lived, a
bishop in the timo of Constantine, who
died Decomber 8th, 343. For a time
Christiuas was hers colobrated on the sixth
of December, hut later it was transforred
to December 25th, to correspond with the
practico iu other countries. The patron
saint of the children known ss Saint
Nicholas in Germany, is called Santa Claus
in Holland, and Samiklaus in Switzerland.
In Austiia he is8 knosvn as Niklo, or Niglo,
and is followed by a masked sorvant called
Krampus ; vwhile in the Tyrol ho goes by
tho name of Holy Man, and is accompanied
by Saint Lucy, who is the girls' saint, and
also sometimes by a little girl ropresenting
tho Christ-child. At times Saint Nicholas
18 accompanicd by a masked bugbear who
carries rods for tho naughty chﬁdmn, in.
stend of presents.

Tho Chiristas-tree in its present relation
to this fostival originated with the Germans,
but a similar ceremony was much ecarlier
connocted with paganp rites of a diflerent
kind. In tho Protestant district of Ger-
many, Christmes is celobrated with the
Christmas-trees very much as with us, by
the miving of presents between parenis and
children, and brothers and sisters, and a

fh e e a————

more gobor ~ceno ofton follows the Christ-
mns tree, whon tha motlier takos occision
to toll the i wightars, while the father tells
tho sons, what hias Leon the niost prase
worthy i their conduct, and also thuse
things of the opposite nature.

A Christmas Oarol.

Tk night was ealm and otill

RBenouth the starry ak{.
Whero on tho grassy Inl

‘Lhe watchful ahephords o ;
When suddenly a-near
Angolic hosts appear,
And voices sweet resound
Q'er all the region round :

" Glory to God on ligh,

On earta good-will to men.”

In wonder and amaze
Bofore the vision bright,
The eheplierds, a..ent, gazo
Upon the glorious sight,
'ﬁa hov«:r{nlg a-near
10 angel hostsa '
And vo%ces aweotprmund
Q'er all tho region round ;
“ Glory to God on high,
On carth good-will to men.”

And still what time the year
The holy season Lrings,

Tho sanio glud notes we hear
Thke same sweet messago riugs

As when o'cr Bethlshemn

The angels came to them,

And still the words resonnd

The whole wide world around,
‘*Glory to God on bigh,

On carth good-will to men.”

Epworth

JUNIOR LEAGUE
PRAYER-MEETING TOPIC.
December 29, 1895,

4&Comxxo AND Going.— Matthew 28, 34, 41,
Tlie first verse in this lesson refers to Peter
and ia a prediction as to how he would act in
the near future. Poor Petert! with all his
boldness, he was very unstable at this time
and dul not seem to be conscious of his own
weakness. The next verto is an important
admonition which 18 applicable to every
period of hfe. ‘1ho Saviour koow what was
soon to occur and hv cauntioned them as to
the proper course of action to pursue, and
though he was in circomstayces of the
reatest pussille perplexity, behold how
Ein-lly he speaks to them, “the apirit is
willing but t.Le flesh is weak.” Just hike the
Llessed Saviour, lic never ** breaks the bruised
reed nor does he quench the smoking flax.”
No matter how smuall may be the portion of
good he will not despise it. He knoweth our
frame, he remembers that wo are dust.

The cautions which this passago containa
aro equnlly apphcablo to Christinps.in all
ages. Too many are like Peter, lacking sta-
bility. let it, bowever, for his honour be
stated, that be repented and roturned o
Christ, and never donied him again.  If like
Peter we have denied the Master, have we
lise him Leen ashained of our conduct, 2nd
repented of the error of our ways?

n the world we will have tribulation, there
will bo scasons which wifl try us, just as
metals are tried jn the fire, honce we have
neod to watch nm{ pray. Watch against the
least approach toevil, and pray for gmco to
sustain v e the day of adversity. 1ho faith-
ful scntinel never ceases to watch. o
Christinns must over watch ggainst ewil

thoughts, yilc suggestiongand tho approaches .

to evil. Daily must they keep ou the watch-
tower, lest they fall intq tem: tation arda
snare.  They must live daily in tho hahit of
prayer. Thus they will gain streagth until
they sarrivo at their Father’s house in
heaven,

e

Christmas Gifta.

Loxa, long ago, in mangoer loy,

© Wae cpgdle%l from qbos:& ¥

A littlo child 1n whom God epiled.
A Christmas gift of love. ©™

TWhen hearts wére bitter and unjost,
And crool hands wero strong, °

- The noiseho hushed with hops and trast,

Angd J'eico began hor.song: o~ ..
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