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for naked fallow, aflbrding succulent
food for cattie and shecep, increasing
the fertility of the soi!, and thus on-
su ring hecavy crops cf grain and hny;
therefore, the culture of turnips is
considered in Great Britain '; the main
stay/ of ail good husbandry on ihose
soi/s te îwhich, ii;is adaptedl."

A TEST FOR SOUND SEEO POTA-
TOES.

"Fom~ the nowv generally diseascd
state cf die petatee, it appoars te us
ilhat there is but co way te test te
seed before planting, whichi, if pro-
perly attended te, wvill prevent those
rnelancholy results that may be anti-
cipated in the crep. It is this : select
frorn the potatoes proposed for seed,'
a dozen or two; cut thern ivith a sharp
kanife mbt sets, thon put thern on the
floor of a potatoe lbeuse, or any other
place free froi 'damp, with tlte skia
next the floor; if, upon examlining
thernthree or four days after, it should
bo fouad thiat the incision lias dried
up, and is covered with a kind of
new sk-ia, bc- assured ttsat the secd is

whocsoe-pantit. But if, on t.he
cent.rary, the wound is found te ho
ivet, sluggishi, and spotted, touch net
thte unclean thingr, but ho certain that,
the constitution cf the potatee is ex-
hausted. This oxperiment should net
bc tried until vegetation) lias corn-
pletclv taken place, say about the
iniddte of April ."-Duîizbarlotskir-e

CHARCOAL.
VAitious experinients made witli

echarceal te ascerto&n its influence upon
vegetatien have establishied its extra-
ordinary powers; and as this sub-
stance is easily obtained in our Pro-
-vinces froro the slow combustion of
,wood, during; which the air is ex-
cluded, wve would e.arnestly recoin-
niend the empicyrnent of it. We
may here observe that -%e have often
seen grass aad shrubs growing --vitlî

rank luxuriance around the margin of
chiarceal licaps in the woods. To
the Horticulturist charcoal will bc
found an ini'aluable agent as a sub»
stituite for humus in exhausted soifs,0
and we woul(l suggest amnong other
eýxperiments the trial of it upon Indian
corn, viz. a few spoons-fuli on eachi
bill.

Vogetable mould, or hdùnus, Nyhicli
is the product of decaying vegetable
matter, is, according to Leibig, con-
stantlyalthiought -very slowly emitting
carbonic acid around the roos of
plants, supplying them withi this im-
portant principle in souls permeable
to the air. "'An atmosphere of car-
bonie acid surr-ounds every particle
of decaying humus, the cultivation of
land by loosening the soul causes a
froc and unobstrueted, access of air"1
around the roots; Ilan atmosphere,
thierefore of carbonie acid is contained
in every fertile soi], and is the flrst
and most important food for the
young plants, that grow in it." This
wvill explain in part the beneficiat ef-
fccts of chiarcoal, which readily con-
denses earbonic acid, attractingr a
freshi suppily as fast as it ]oses it from
absorption by the roots of plants. Iii
titis maniner it acts as an excellent
substitute for humus. But its influ-
ence is not con fined to the carbonie
atrnosphere, which it aff7ords. Char-
coal absorbs anmmonical gases very
largely and condenses the ammonia
iii iLs porcs. These are v.ery readily
separated by water, ànd as carbonie
acid, water andI ammonia are iadis-
pcnýsably requisite forthe existence of
plants, the beneficial effeets of char-
ceaI must bc obvious. Rain or river
wvater are requisite te secure, the fa-
vourable influence of charcoal upon
vpgetation ; owing Ito their containing
somne compound of nitrogen, without
the assistance of which, charcoal and
kurnus are deprived of their powers
upon vegretation; for experinient bas
proved that vegetation is nut promo.
ted and matured with eharcoal and
pure distilled wvater. Plants thrive
in powdcred, charcoal, and aay be


