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PROTECTION TO RETATLERS.

The letter of Mr. G. W. Beall, of

o. Tho namo and addross must |

! In an artiolo on this subjoot, taken from
last montl's Jearelers' Circular, whiok wo
publisn «jsowhore, our readors will sco
that in thie respeot our Canadian Job.

| bers® Association is held up asa model

¢ worthy of imtation by the United States

: Assooiation.

i So far as wo know, little or no com-

(plaint is mado agoinst our legitimato

: Jobbers, for seling dirout to the consumer

at retaul.  Tuo friotion voiced in Mr,

, Beoll's and Mr. Richiardson's lottors
being, that the jewelry trade suffers from
the unfair competition of fancy goods
men, druggists and hardware men, who
are able, by virtue of their buying some

1 special lines of goods from the jowelry

. Jobbers who also baudle fanoy goods and

, sundries, to buy watches and jewelry and

;undemell them. While it may be, and

.no doubt is quite true, that some few

i sales are lost to the jewolers from this

cause, it does not seem to us that a very

great dea) of damage can be done to the
retail trade by the few goods that are

! . -

|sold in this way. Thero are always two

gides to any question, and the other side

is that those outsiders who purchase
watchos and jewelry are not only regular

f
[

watoh is simply a fino machine, construot-
od upon corroot meohanionl principles,and
that thoy are now bought and sold oxactly
tho samo as any other merchandiso. Tho
publicity givon by the various manu.
facturers and jowelers thiomsolves has
postod the publio pretty thoroughly as to
quality and price, and the Dutchman’s
one per cont. of profit is now an unknown
quantity in the watoh business. Wo
venture now to predict that it is only a
question of a few years in (‘anada when
watches will be sold at the same percent.
ago of profit as hardware or any ordi-
nary merchandise. As our readers well
koow, we aro no advooato ol slaughtor-
ing goods; wo believe in a fair profit, but
not an exhorbitant one  Woe think that
the merchant who sells goods at cost is
far more unwise than the cne who
doubles his money overy time, but either
extreme is, we think, detrimental to the
best interests of a good and permanent
business.

So far as we oan see, the solution of
the difficulty lies with the retail dealers
themselves, and they can bring it about
in either of two ways: (1) Mr. Beall's
plan of refusing to buy from any dealer

Lindsay, un the above subject, which we , merchaats, but regular customers of tho, who sells to a merchant other than a
publishud 1o our Seplember issue, bas, as | jobbing firms from whom they buy ihe | bona fide jeweler, or (2) Mr. Richard.
our readers-wilt seer by the. oorl‘espond-| goods. Thesejobbere say that antil some , son’s plan of forming & Retail Jewelers'
ence it the present number, given riselugreement i8 entered into by the t.rade'Assoointion and asking the Jobbers'
tv conuderable discussion amongst thelregurding it, that they cannot very well, Association to aid them in putting a
retal jowelers of Canada. The subject sell a customer ono kind of goods and ' stop to it. We must say, of the twd
18 one of considerable iunportance to the, refuse him another, and there is a good | plans, we infinitely prefor the latter,
enure Jewelry trade of the country, and | des! of forco in their reasoping. They becauso it would be better for the
wo aro perfectly satisfied that if properly | do not buy such goods any cheaper, if as  interests of tho jewelry trade gener-
teprcscuted to the Canadian Jobbers' cleap as a rogular jeweler can, and they  ally if the wholesale and retail trades
Associativn in American watches, that certainly cannot afford to sell them at, can be got to work harmoniously in order
Assceintion will take steps to fell into any less margin of profit. Outside of ﬁto obtain the desired result

hine wath the wishes of the retail trade. tha fact therefore, that the jeweler has,: We think that the retail trade should
As o watier of fact, the Jubbers® Agsocie- | more opposition to contend against, the  be profected as far as possible from un
two of Canada bave, of their own ac-| competition of such merchants should | fair competition from outsiders, and, as
cord, afforded Canadion retailers a con-  not be hard to overcomo. All things}Mr. Richardson says, in asking the
sderably larger measure of protection|being cqual, the oconsumer wanting,K wholeaalers to grant to them (the retail
than does the United States Association watches or jewelry will invariably give, ers) the same privileges a8 they them
of the same kind. In the latter country the preference to a legitimate dealer in | selves enjoy from the manufacturers,
s merchant may be a wholesaler and re- | such articles, if, as he should have, he'they arc surely asking nc moro than
tuler at the same time and in the ssme hays the right kind of stuck, snd is will- | what is fair and just. We think that
olace of business, an arrangement, onthe | ing to soll it at a rensonable profit. The  the wholesale trade, if the matter be
fuce of 1t evidently unfair to ordioary trouble of o great many of our retail properly represented to them, will be only
retaiers, who have not got the advantage . jewelers 1s that they want and expect W too glad to oo operate with the retail
of bnying goods ¢t wholesale prices. 1In . get the same profit on fine watches and, trade in order to put an end to this
taaada, however, one of thy fundemontal | Jewelry as they do on cleap plated guods. abuse, and it theretore rests with the
prociples laid down for the government [n thus way it often happens thay their retailers themseives to organize aund
of tho Jobbers' Association, is thal & desire for s lasgo profit kills their chances . bring the matter properly before the
man cannot be & who'esaler and retailer | 5f g sale at & fair mergin.  The day for{ Jobbers' Association. We do not think
s ooc £od the same time.  He has to, mystification 1 the watoh trade has gone | that any good can result from stirring up
elect wlich kwnd of business he intends  forever, and now-a-drys the public know | etrife between two branches of the same
te pursue and govern himeelf accordizgly. | just as well as the jeweler knows, that a trade, each of whioh is necessary for



