JaRe——

o i g e Sm—, ¥

oty ¢

i
'

H
::
3:
f

.

o Al D W AR PTEOR A N ANDSORAS sy

s e -

oy — .

2 THLE «- DRY - GOODS -- REVIEW.

MERCANTILE EVOLUTION.

HE mercantile machinery of to-day s

manifold. Fuat the manulaciuter s cun
necied by hus agent with the whuiesales, the
wholesaler 1s conneuted wich the retailer by
the traveller.  This us w compiated aud ca
pensive mannet of distnbulon and at pre
aent ot s threatened.  The retaner sees this
cnotmuus addition of expense and prufitand
sceks a method of esvape.  The result s that
he aeeks o buy duectiy from the manufae
wier. Lo do so he must sell large quants.
ues, and to do this he must cumbine with
uthers 0 order to weush out smali dealers Ly
means of close prves.  The day of the smail
dearer 18 fast passiny nto the datkness of o
night of forgetfulness. Concentration s the
watchword of to day. 1o speak pracically
of the dry goods ttade, =il make the mean
g cleat. In Tutunto to day there aretwo
large bazaar stores where you can purchase
anything from a bicycle to a tooth brush,
fron. a set of furniture to a fryang pan. They
sell large quanuties because they sell ata
small marg.n of profit. They sell on a small
margin, because the concentration of a latge
number of Lusinesses under one roof means
less admunistratine expenditure, less expense
0 a hundred different directions, besides the
great saving - the wholesaler's profit. \What
is the result? Hundreds of small stores in
Toronto are vacant. A gentleman of un-
doubted veracity claimed a few days ago that
walking down Yonge street from Bloor is the
Esplanade or a distance of about two miles,
he counted nearly three hundred empty
stores. It 1s much the same on the other
streets.  Outside of Toronto the merchants
are suflening within a radius of one hundred
and fifty miles, the suffenng varying inverse-
ly as the distance. A net work of railways
provides for speedy transponation of cus.
tomers, with the continually recurnng ex-
cursion rates. A rideto the aity 1s a pleas-
ant outing, the fare 1s recouped by a saving
n prices, and the buyer has had a greater
vanety to choose from. The small dealer in
the towns and cities 1s doomed.

These are hard facts and facts to ahick
we would willingly shut our eyes if we could;
but we cannot  From the course of events
England and .be Un.ed States, we catch
the Jduft of the same muvement. [t s a
mercantle evo'ution  There s an endless
<hange gowng on. The methods of uade
<hange and these - Lanyes we wall advances.
And the man who befieves that the present
state of mescantile antangements will con
Lnue for ever and ever s Lleardy very gnut
ant regard'np,  h.story and very short
siphted as regards the trerd of the aftaurs of
to-day. In the United States we have seen
the growth of great departmenta! stores.
They ate seen alvo in Montreal and Toreato,
and their (areer has been succassfn! beyond
expectations.

Compet:ti02 may be doomed and it may
r.ot, but the competitior. of ihe fnture w;ll be

among sreater umits, hz.ause the small
units will be absent, The smaller wholesale
huuses are also being crushed out. Great
attention has been drawn to this fuct in Eng
laad by the amalgamation of the great whole
sale liouses of 'awson & Co. and Leaf & Co.
The Diaper’s Record says . “ With com
bined energy, consolidated cannection, les
sened adaunasteative expenditure, and otlier
ecunomies, it would be irtational to conceive
otherwise than that good will result, and we
hope that the favouratle expectations of
those who have catried through one of the
most important and significant evenis of our
ume, will ue realised to the full.” And this
“combined energy and lessened administra
uve expendiiare " 1s whaa s helping the great
retail siore.

In this great evolution which has already
begun, and about the certainty of which
there can be no doubt, there will be a lessen-
ing of the number of travellers. Now the
travellers could be lessened by two-thirds
and sull all the goods necessary for 1:e
consumers would be sold. The dealers will
miss their pleasant faces and cherry remarks,
but they are too expensive for this era of
great compeution. Too many travellers
add too much to ihe price of goods, and
this 1s a thing which the buying world of
to-day will not tolerate.

An aboruive protest agamnst the present
distributive system has been made in On-
tario very recently by the Patrons of Indus-
try, and 1if they accomphsh nothing else,
they will at least educate people to a certain
extent with regard to this expensive system
which is in full bloom at present.

We do not set ourselves up as prophets,
but we claim that what we have sad is a
just deduction from the mercantile tend.
encies of the day, and no wholesaler, no
traveller, and no retailer should fail to study
the signs of the times and pront by them,
The changes may not be what we would de-
sire, but they must be studied simply because
they will be the inevitable result of a mer-
cantile evolution.

RETURNING GOODS.

A FEW days ago the dry goods section
of the Boatd of Trade had a reunion
and discussed several matters of interest to
the ttade.  Theu discussion concerning the
mannet of passinyg guods through the Cus
tois huuse has borne fiud, as may be seen in
the ~epurt in another column.

But the most unponant topic from the
terailer’s paint of view was that of retarning
xoods. The result has been that a wrcalar
leiter has been put out tu all meschants con-
cerned setting forth the grawvances under
which the wholesalers suppose themselves
to be labounng. This cucalar shows that
hecasy parcels are returned at the whole-
saler’s cbarge, though the order has been
filed stautly according 1o the lewier of the
iow. Yet a merchant finds that they are

goods he would sooner be without and be
sends them back, and that at the whole.
saler's cost, This is indeed wrong No
retailer if his order is filled properly has ary
tight to returm goods at the expense of the
man who has not made a mistake. Agair,
the complainants show that returned goods
are badly packed nd f the Roods escape
damages, the boxes or wrappers are tor-
and the labels destroyed, stock number s
gone and much trouble, if not sertous logs,
iscaused. This must certainly be dish’ //"
ening to the wholesale merchants,

The wholesalers maintain that 1fthey have
inade a mistake they are quite willingly *»
pay the cost of that mistake, and this s
mere justice, not generosity. Still a justice
which leaves pothing to be desired. Rut they
maintain that they cannot afford the serious
losses occasioned by the indiscriminate re
turn of goods which have been shipped ar
cording to order.

We apprehend that the difficulty will lay
partly where there 1s an order and part of
it implies a discretionary power regarding
shade, variety or quality on the part of the
person who fills the order.

Sul) there 1s a necessity of a change from
the present state of affairs, and the mutual
exchange of opinions willdo much to remove
the mote and the beam from the eyes of
both. Arrangements should be made which
will be made satisfactory to both parties,
and these arrangements should be wzll
known and morally binding on all.

SPRING DRESS GOODS.

HE different wholesale houses are getting
ready for the spring trade and samples
are abundant.

In prints some very new lines are being
shown. The most striking things will be
fancy sbades in grounds, with less distinct
patterns. These wmill form a real novelty as
the patterns form a plsasing contrast to
either stiff stripes or formal distinct floral
designs. Indigo grounds will probably have
as great a demand as last season; and some
very pretty patterns are shown in navy
grounds with white spots and figures, and
with old gold spots and florals. Black
grounds with colored patterns are shown in
very great vanety. Cream grounds will
agawn be in biph favor and some really ex
cellent patterns aie shown as well as an
enormous variety. Mi. Sanderson the buy
et of prmts for John Macdonald & Cig
states (hat they will carry seventy-one full
ranges inEoglish prints. Among the special
ties of this house are a special pongee cloth
fos ladies blouses, and navy and red dnl
lettes.

In French stuffs the novelty for next
spung will be the Velouts Rousse which is
now the thing o Pans. It is an all woo!
cloth with a cotton cord, thus enabling itto
be dyed «n any shade. Bengalines or paplins
will He a leading line o different designs.




