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MERCANTILE EVOLUTION.

I. mercantile marhinery of to-day
manifold. Lirst sthe manàufa,%.turet is %.un

nietted b:y his agent wth dt wholesaleie, the
wvholesaler is %.onneuctd wahi the retailer by
the traseller. Ihai as . iumipiiated aud ex
pensive mannes of distralsuitun and ai pre
sent ai as thicatencd. The reta.ter secs ihéa
enormuus addition of e&pcnse .and prufit and
seceks a einhuI ci esL.pe. The resuit as tht
he seeks tu buy daietiiy fruta tihe manufa.
tuter. lu do su he must sell L.trge quanti
tacs, and to do h.s he iusit .umbgne with
uthiers an arder tu ciush oui smai dealers by
means ut uslosCmes. rhe day of the àrnail
deaier as fait passinig .nto the daakness of a
nig'ht of forgetfulness. Concentration is the
watîchword uf to day. lo speak pras.t.a.lly
of the dry goods t.ade, ..l make the mean
ang tiear. In Tuiunto to day there are two
large basaar stores where you can purchase
anything (rom a bycle to a tuoth brush,
fron, a set ai furniture to a fry.ng pan. They
sell large quantities beqause they seil at a
smati marg.n of profit. They sell on a smail
margin, because the concentration of a large
number of busanesses under one roof means
less adm.naistrai e expenditure, :ess expense
an a hundred d.fierent d.reýt.uns, besides the
great saving - the wholesalei's profit. What
is the resuit ? liundreds of smat stores in
Toronto are vacant. A gentleman of un-
doubted veracity claimedt a few days ago that
walkang down Yonge street front Bloor is the
Esplanade or a distance of about two miles,
he counted nearly three hundred empty
stores. IL is much the same on the other
streets. Outsde of Toronto the merchants
are sufferng *ithmn a radius of one hundred
and fifty miles, the suffenng varying inverse-
ly as the distance. A net work of railways
provides for speedy transportation of cus-
tomers, with t1ie contnually recurnng ex.
cursion rates. A ride to the city is a pleas.
ant outing, the farc is recouped by a saving
an prices, and the buyer bas hat a greater
varety ta choose from. The stall dealer an
the towns atid cities as dooned.

These are hard facts and facts to ahic.
we would willingly shut our eyes if we could;
but we cannot From the course of events
England and .be Un..ed States, e .aî..h
the drift of the same musement. IL s a
mercantile cso'ut.on Thete as an endless
change going on. The methods of trade
,hangc and these . te sac adaanes.
And the man who believes that the present
state of mesantile aisangýemcnts will .on
t.nue fo cier an.i eet .à deai!) set .gnus
ant regard-n h.story and ser) short
sighted as regards 'he tierad of the afla.rt of
to-day. In the United States we have sten
the growth oi gicat departmental tores.
They are scen alo .n Ntontrcal and Torcnto,
and their areer bas been successfn: beyond
expectations.

Compet:tao: may be doomed and it may
r.ot, but the corpetitior. of the finture wi abe

among greaier units, 1,:.use the smal
units will be absent. The smaller wholesale
huuses are also being crushed out. Great
attention h3as been drawn to this Lt an Eng
.and by the am.alg.inat.aon of the great whole

b.ile touàes of Pawson & Cc. and Lea & Co.
The Drapc'sà Recosd says . "With tom
baned energy, consolIdated connection, les
sened admistsraitve expenditure, and oilier
eCunomaes, at would be aratiaonal to conceve
otherwise than that good will result, and we
hope that the favourable expectations of
those who have carried throubh one ai the
most important and signifitant events ofour
t.me, wilil bt realised to the full." And this

"omb.ned energy and lessened administra
tive expend.ture " as niha. is helping t'e great
retait store.

In ihis great evolution which bas already
begun, and about the certanty of which
there can be no doubi, there wili bc a lessen-
ing of the number of travellers. Now the
travellers could be lessened by two-thirds
and sti ail the goods necessary for t ao
consumers would be buld. The dealers till
miss their pleasant fazces and cherry remarks,
but they are too expensive for this era of
great competinion. Too many travellers
add too much to the price of goods, and
ibis as a thing wh:en the buyang world of
to-day wall not tolerate.

An abortive protest aganst the present
distributive system bas been made in On.
tario very recently by the Patrons ai Indus-
try, and if they accompish noting else,
they will at least educate people to a certain
extent with regard to this expensive system
which is in full bloom at present.

Wc do not set ourselves up as prophets,
but we claim that what we have said is a
just deduction from the mercantile tend.
encies of the day, and no wholesaler, no
traveller, and no retailer should fait to study
the signs of the times and proht by them.
The changes may not be what we would de-
sire, but they must be studied simply because
they wili be the inevitable result of a mer-
cantile evolution.

RETURNING GOODS.

A FEW days ago the dry goods section
of the Bu.ksd of Trade bad a reunion

and d.ssussed seseral matters Of interest to
the trade. Theài d.sussion -oncernig the
mannes uf passing gouods though the Cus
tom house has borne fi..t, as may be seen ta
the -epJrt an another column.

But tht most import.int top.c trai the
ietaile:'s point of taew Pias that of returning
%oods. The result bas been that a Irular
letter has been put oui tu all me chants con-
cerned setting forth the greivances under
sshi-h the wholesalers suppose themselves
tu be labouning. This carLular shows that
heasy parcels are returned at the hole-
sialer's charge, though the order bas been
flIed stra1tI aa.curding to the leUC of the
iow. Yet a merchant finds that they art

goods he would sooner be without and be
sends them back, and that it the whole-
saler's cost. This 's indeed wrong Ni
retailer if bis order is filled properly bas ary
right to retum goods rit the expense of tbe
man who bas not made a mistake. Aga;-,
the complainants show that returned goods
are badly packed ·nd if the goods escape
damages, the boxes or wrappers are tor-
and the labels destroyed , stock number '
gant and muth trouble, if not serious lo,
is caused. This must certainly be dish'/
ening to the wholesale merchants.

The wholesaiers maintain that if they have
made a mistake they are quite willingly 1
pay the cost of that mistake, and this s
mere justice, not gener'sity. Still a justire
which leaves pothing to be desired. But they
maintain that they cannot aiTord the serious
losses occasioned by the indiscriminate re
turn of goods which have been shipped ar
cording to order.

We apprehend that the difliculty wili lay
partly where there is an order and part of
it implies a discretionary power regardng
shade, variety or quality on the part of the
person who fills the order.

Still there is a necessity of a change from
the present state of affairs, and the mutual
txchange of opinions will do much to remove
the mote and the beam from the eyes of
both. Arrangements should be made which
will be made satisfactory to both parties,
and these arrangements should be well
known and morally binding on ail.

SPRING DRES5 GOODS.

T H E different wholesale houses are gettng
ready for the spring trade and samples

are abundant.
In prints some very new lines are beîng

shown. The most strikimg things will be
fancy shades in grounds, with less distinct
patterns. These will form a reai novelty as
the patterns form a pleasing contrast to
eier stiff stripes or format distinct floral
designs. Indigo grounds will probably have
as great a demand as last season; and some
very pretty patterns are shown in navy
grounds wit h white spots and figures, and
with old gold spots and florals. Black
grounds with colored patterns are sbown an
sery great variety. Cream grounds wil!
agaîn be an hiph favor and some really ex
cellent patterns .tc shown as well as an
enormous variety. Mr. Sanderson the buy
er of prints for John Macdonald & C*
states that they will carry seventy-one fuil
ranges inEngl.sh prints. Among the special
ties of thas house are a special pongee cloth
for ladies blouses, and navy and red dril
lettes,

In French stuffs the novelty for next
spnng will be the Velours Rousse which a
now the thing an Pans. It is an ail woo.
cloth with a cotton cord, thus enabling it to
be dycd in any shade. Bengalines or poplins

ill be a Ieading line an different designs.


