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of the cotpany, smiiing.
1 Jlopo you'ra come prepatel with & good wppe
tite.”  This was said by Andeiron,

o Naver fear but shat 'l do my part.”

» And come dnaking into the bnrgaln,’ said ,ne}n her husband's return, sho failed to exercise s dae

solftrul, She did not remand the evil epicit of com
plaint, but let it still reign over her.
The conseqquenca wo have scen. Long before the

her husband's return, and to wonder why he ataid

“ I have <pjoyed myself first rato. Prime gystor:
and terrapin, wine, brandy, punch, aad goad fellow-
ship.  First-rate! Better than moping at home with
a wio in the dumps! Didn't intond to go, said I

“lts in & fwr cooditin,  retarued  Nechola— hoar of ten arrived, Mes. Nichols began to look fur,Would not.  Liked home best—that is, home when

tho good lady is in n good humour. [Happened sho

Soon the table was corered with ojsters, covked out av long. Ten o'clock at length came, and still ¥8su't. So went to Guy's  First rate oysters and
in yarious styles, terrapn and chicken eilad, with he was away, She now Legan to hearhen for ap- terrapin—didn’t promisw to go again; but guess 1
all the con himenta and accessories of a luxarious, pronching fuotsieps nu.l to listen for lus well known il Eb, Maggy ! what do yon say ! Got over your

supper. To thesa were added two or three kinds of
wine, alro brandy, and hot whisky punch.

Upon these the fire young wen * with appotited®
went to wourk, exhibiting an eagerncay, ool to say
greediness, such as may Le seen i animals who have
Leen for » considerablo time without food,  As their
appotites began to llag o ttle they were sharpened

by tha puach or Lraudy.
“Good feeding this, Nichola” waid Andemon,

coarssly,Zlooking moross the tablo at hite friend, the
. invited gaest.

 First rate,” replicd Nohols, in & tone of voloe
that ovinced the satisfaction ho felt. *lHow often
do you meet to enjoy yowselves after this fashion 1”

* Aluut once & week ”

* Ahl 0 often!”

tYes, Shall we put your name dowa as one of
our pumber{”

Y don't know.

# Say yor.”

«Tho tetuptation is cettainly strong. s tho feed-
ing always us good?” )

“ Always. »And a0 {sthe drinking,  Sball we
put your namo down ” LI '

. “Notnaw. Pm o deliborato sort of a pereon:
Slow to make my micdiup on any,subject.”

» 0b, woll take your time. But, if tho s8rgu-
menta bofore you do not.prave conclusive, I will
set you down for ananchqrite.”

In truth, tho arguments were strong. DBut
Nichiols was not prepared to ylold st once to their

raussions,  He conld not help tninking of the wife
he had left at hame ; and, whenever her image rose
_in his mind, he lost, for the moment, all pleasure in
what was before him. Kven with the gay com.
_pamons and tho choiset things to tempt his appe-
tite, lto felt, that for him. a smiling happy wife, with
books, asd a chieerful loviag satercourse, wera woith
them all. In tho mudst of these sensual joys he
sighed for the pa.er and higher dolights of home.

But after repeated draughts of wine aud brandy
adled, the superabundant appropriations of rich
fo0d, both the mental and moral perceptions of
Nichols becamo o tuse. It was neatly eloven
o'clock when the supper party broke up, aud the
young wen separated.

The lonely hours epent on that evening Ly Mrs
Nichols ware hours of self communion, not un-
mingled with eolf reproaches. She was conscious
of pot having made tho home of her husband attrse-
tive; and yet, she felt hust that he should have
gone away because she did not appear to be happy.
In the morning 3% had it nervous, and, instead of
forcing down a spirit of complaint, had rather en-
couraged its approsches. ‘This boing so, evenivg

1 must tbink about it,”

——— —

tread among tho many sounding feel that cchoed
aloog the pavement,

* What can keep hiim o late 1" she atked hecsolf
with a 1isiug emotion of anxiety. .

At lengtlh all becamns still on the strect. The
murmar of voices was huzhied, and only now and
then was heard the foolfall of a solitary passenger.

Mrs. Nichols nuw began to feel alarmed as well
as anxions. Nover Lefore had her husband staid
out until so lato an hour unleas ho had given spaaialy
notige of ais intended nbsecco. Wheve could he
bol In vain ehe asked herself this question, Elsven
o'dleck came, and atill o wasaway. As the wateh.
man's voice, giviog uotice of the hour, came loud
and atill on the air, her babo awoke, and its criet
Glled tho chamber, Somo minutes were epent in
hushing it to slecp, and then the troubled wifo stood
again at the window, listening for the footsteps of
hor busband.

Hark! Surely that.is his tread! And yotin
comething it differs therefrom. It Jacks the oven:
uess and.; Sroiness of; his stép. Nearer to the win.
dng .with a jbreathless eagerness '
husband ; yat, why ehould there bo a change in hie
walk? Ho isattho door. He has paused. Mrs
Nichol's faco is presed against the. window pane.
Her eyer are striving to pierce the darkneas, but
shoseen nothing,. Hark! Yesl It is ber husband,
He hae ascended ,the sieps, and now she .distinctly
bears the rattliog of Lis night-key in the lock, Why
does ho not euter? 'What keeps him 20 long at the
door! It is not Jocked against him,

At last an entranco is effected!  The door swung
heavily open, and struck against tho wall with s
jar.  Then a ehuflling sound ot feet was heard, and
then tho door closed with a lovd bang.

By this time the heart of Mrs. Nichols was throbb.
ing with & new and strauge fear. What could this
mesn! Eagerly she listened ns her husband moved
along the passage, and camo with & kind of lumber
ing noise up the stairs. A woment or two and the
door of her chamber was thrawn open.and bo came
in. One glanco was sufficient. It revealed the
blasting truth that he had come home in a state of|
intoxication.

*Good evening, Mistress Nichols!™ eaid he, as
ho stagyered in. 1 hopo to find you i a better
Lumour than 1 did at teatimy,” He spoke sarcasti-
cally.

The poor stricken wife could not, utter a word.
She stood as if fixed totho spot, her clieek blanch-

ed and an expreation of the deepest grief on Lier
countenance.

dow bends gho auxtoys wifq; and nbsw.she is Listeny -
It mut Doherf®

pett Auy sunshine 5411 I liko sunshino—always ¢id
But clouds nud thunder, u,"21 Jhey're my especial
horror,”

Mrs. Nichols could bear this no longer. Tears
guthed from her eyee, and she covered her facs with
hor bands and wept violently. K
“That's always the why,” eaid Nichols, fratfully.
* Always crying or seolding; or else looking asf
you hadn't a friend in tho world, I'm getting sick

of this, DBul no matter, no-crying, no gloomy locks
at Guy's. That's the place for a man to enjoy him.
salf1”

“Edward! Edward!" exclajimed the wietched
wifs, now gpproaching her busband, and laying her
hand upon his arm, “ Don't talk 1 this way ot
you'l! kitl me |” ' '

¢ No danger,” beo replied coarsely. “A - woman
isn't so casily, killed. Sha's got as many lives asp
cat. But say, Magl Have you any }bmn@g in the
house? * I must huve ono more glusa to-night”

across the room and fell'upon'the bed, where ho re-

amber. . o e~
... (Conclusion.pext week), , .., . |
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“Hope you've enjoyed yoursell,” ho continued as
be sunk into a chatr, his head falling on one side

found ber completely under o clond. Though glad almost to his shoulder.

e e v e ————— oo -
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|3, MeNicholl, Esq, St. John..ieees.. . Past Ohief

And Nichols arose, Lut in"doing 80, he recled -

waingd, and ‘was soon snoring)loud in & druvken
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