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instrumentality which God had chosen and zlmast every claus aud wommunity of men on
employed for the subversion of evil and iniqui- ;l}m suiface of the glube. Where\{er the trum-
ty in all their varied forms of outward exhilii- fiet of the gospel has given a certain sound, the
tion, They wisely looked, not so niuch to the ! wood soldiers of Christ have seen some of the
distintive peculiarities of the prevailing sys- oppusing force costing down the weapons of
tems of heathen superstition, as to the radical rebellion, and sulmitting themselves to the
and essential elements of evil common to them < prince ¢!’ jcace.”®  Wherever the good seed
all. They felt assured that the gospel, and the of the weid Las been sowun, there sowe spols
gospel alone, could successfully assail and over-, of spititual vegelation have relieved the dreary
throw these systems. And, asif to demonstrate  monoteny of the moral desert ; and the spiri-
on the largest scale, and in the greatest number | tual husbandmen, whilst prayerfully watching
of diverse instances, the universal suitableness, and waiting for the fruit of their labour, have
and efficacy of the gospel, it was ordered—by  beheld, springing from the hitherto barren and
no previvus concert or collusion of their own, unproductive soil, ¢ fist the blade, then the
but by the overruling providence of Him who, ear, ther the fall corn in the ear®®  Already
is head over all things to his Church—that the the once scarcely perceptible scions of the tree
agents of these institutions should proceed to, of life have risen to coiparative maturity, not
almost every part of the world,—that the gos-, in one part of the wotld, but in all,—in all they
pel trumpet should be sounded simultaneously , are bearing the same fruits, emitting the same
in the ears of the savage, the semibarbarous,, fragrance, and sliiking their roots deep into
and the comparatively civilized,~-that the good, every soil. Truly ¢ thisis the finger of God.”
seed of the word should be scattered simulta-, < This al:o cometh forth fiom Him who is
neously on every species of spiritual soil,—that wonderful in counsel and excellent in working.?
the scions of the tree of life, tie leaves of
“*which are for the healing of the nations, shonld:
be simultancously planted in every clime, and} yreqs and final triumphs of tbe gospel. Thus
under every sky. organized, and thus sustained, it might appear
it was a grand experiment :—and yet,so far, to_guarantee even its own perpetuity. But
as regarded those holy and enlightened men, When, in addition, we reflect on that omnis-
themselves, it was no experiment. In their cient Spirit, with }vlnpu it is e‘vermore ac-
- . companied, and which is promised by the Sa-
view, there was no uncertainty,no contingency,| viour to his church throughout all ages, we fecl
no peradventure as to the ultimate result of

that it would be alike irrational and impious,
their glorious u-.vertaking. But though they, to question whether itshall coutinue tosurvive
believed, < some doubted;> and it required

decay and danzer, and vanquish opposition in
vroofs strong and numerous to overcome the

Tue Frruke Procress or THE GosPEL.—
We are taught, how to count on the future pro-

the future, as it has dene already in the past.
The towers of imperial Rome once heard its
reluctance of the world, and, to some extent,;
of the Church itself, to admit the universal,

fitness and efficiency of the gospelof the grace
of God. But that reluctance Zas been overcome.
Facts well attested and abundant, and, as al-
ready said, continually accumulating, have
demonstrated that there is no conformation of
mind, no n:oral condition, no circumstances
affecting the individual or social character of
men, in reference to which it may not neav he
asserted, that the gospel is ¢ the power of God
unto salvation, to every one that believeth.”
1t is true that multitudes, in every part of the
world, are yet ¢in the gall of bitterness, and
in the bonds of iniquity,”—that hundreds of
millions are yet bowed down under the burden
of heathen, muhammedan, and antichristian.
delusion ; but our missionary churches, viewed

2s a whole, now contain the representatives of

voice, and trembled. That mistress of the
world behc!2, with astonishment, the eagles ot
her conquest, and the purple of her dominion,
reckoned in the number of its trophies ;—lost
and overshadowed by the effulgence of its
power.  \What barrier shall now forbid its pro-
gress?  What rampart is now so massive as to
roll back the surzesof its might? Let this

I trumpet be blown, then ;—it shall be the signal

of universal viclory. Let this ensien be
reared 3—it shall gleam with invincible
splendour.  Let this skield be fearlessly up-
lifted ; it isbrizht with the keraldry of heaven.
What niced have we to shiink because of the
ravings of Masphemy. the .urmises of false
wisdom, w:e sorceries of perverted genius, the
sneers of wit, the antipathies of taste, the.ca-
price of passion, the assaultsof unbelief? Has
not the gospel already cncouniered enemies
at least as formidable? Has truth not been
summoned to the combat in 3 crisis at least
as cmergent? 1Where was her buckler ever
loosened, her sword ever broken, her retreating



