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THE QUESTION OF SPEED. | words on it to aseertain the rute ai}t \(;‘]llich Mr.
. X Blake spoke per minute. T multphied the num-
Hanrox, 206h Jaw'y, IRSE e g iwunisl on the page by tllu- number of
To the Editor of the Wurren @ - ‘sheets, and the amount was 1960, 1 was as-
Sin,—Being only a * lledgling reporter 7 llt.onis-'lwd. l_n.'caust' I never flatteved myself that
should not perhaps find fault with the experi. ;] had attained such a speed. and when I an-
ences and opinions of * old stagers,” but I.Domneed the result the other reparters express-
cannot forbear doing so regarding Mr. Geo. C, - ¢d some doubt ahont it also. Next day when
Holland's Ietter in vour Deeember 1ssuc. the printed report appeared and my ten minutes’
I have been laboring under the impression take ™ wax counted. 1 k,)(u""l that it amounted
that when 1 would be able to follow u speaker: to Just 1640 words, or 169 ?\'ords per minute,
at say 150 to 180 words per minute, I could eall iLct other reporters sigh for 200 \\'pl‘ds-a-tlllnute
myself a good reporter, but that letter just sPeakers, 1 have more respect for the orator
“settled " me. I had very preat doubts aliout fwhose tongue wags under 160,
the ability of anyone to write 281 words per' A. Hoviaxp,
minute-~I thought it rather fusf ink-slinging | . . senate Reporter.
s0'L tried what 1 would eall u very fair test, 1 OTTawa Feb, 1881,
is a well known fact that a reader canvead a.
speech much faster than an orator can deliver: . I o o
one. I took upditferent articles, one an astron.’ 7w 0ol T Wil Beil's Roporiing Notvs.
omy, another on science, a newspaper editorial, . LRCTURE BY ML J. K. B. McCREADY.
and two or three others on different subjects,’

and read just as fast as T possibly could without! Subijeet :—" Tros. D'Ancy McGee.”
any regard to punctuation or expression, and|Deivered at the Mechanic s Instivste, St. John, N.B.,
the following is the rate of the different trials: January 24, 1881

—1st trial, 256 words per wiuute; 2nd, 200
drd, 236 4th, 296 5th, 312: 6th, 275 7th.

Mui. Presmext, Lantes axnp GENTLEMEN,—
o : The men who moved upon the stage of politieal
2755 #th, 240 ; and a few others varying from fl';fu in Canada at the dlatc of the LI.' niol;’l, have
245 to 260,  Now of one thl‘l‘l\,! Lam positive, peen sinee passing nway onc by one. Howe, of
there is not @ veporter in cristence to-day vho v Scotia, statesman, journalist and orator,
could hate followed me in a sigle one of thost yeng down full of years and honors. George
trials. You will also notice that only twe ol pyywn, of Untario, whose peu was so mighty,
them were equal to or greater than the speed jiose spirit so dauntless, whose influence so
mentioned by Mr. Holland.  Now if anvene gige, was struck down untimely by the assas-
will take the trouble to read over an article or sin's bullet.  Cartier, the greut leader of French
two at any of the above rates, he will sev the Canadians: our own Charles Fisher, Holton,
absurdity of elaiming any such speed as 281 or gy ndtield Melionald, D'Arey McGee, are gone.
240, or even 200, in the watter 1 read at that Others of that company, not less distinguished,

rate. Itseems to mie alimost idle {o contradict il o fo . L ey :
ive. A century from now our grandchil-
sach a statement. But 281 words! why su y y

. . Y it gren wi L back and sav, T W ian
beats greased ishCning. 1 would Iike 1o ko 5T duge,” Lo thove s e gone. we ove
what kind of an article, on what subject, and gt |east this tribute of mention, for they are
under what circumstances Mr. James Hoiland goqd, and the dead ave soon forgotten. Among
made that remarkable ‘speed. them there are few figures more conspicuous
Yours Fraternally. “than Thos. IArey MceGee, the apostle of con-
T. J. Govrrey, ifederation and 1ts most eloquent defender.
late Spectator reporter. : ‘Thomas D'Arey Mc(iee was born in Carlings-
|ford, lreland, in April 1825, when the “ Em-
P L , N S lerald Tsle,” atterwards so dear to his heart,was
To the Edlitor of the SHORTIANL WRITER : irenewing its mantle of green Forty-three
Deax Sue,—1 am reported in the Oshawaivears later, on an April morning, in the city of
Reformer, and subsequentiy in the Smowrmaxny Ottawa, when the Canadian winter still linger-
WrITER, as having written 1960 words in a ten . ed, the last =now was stained with his life-
minutes’ ** take.” while recently reporting one! blood, as he wus foully slain.  Of the interven-
of Mr. Blake's specches. As I do not elaim | ing years, twenty were spent in Ireland, twelve
such a rate of speed, [ wish 1o correet a wrong'in the United States, and ten in Canada. In
impression.  On the oceasion referred to myieach of those terms of years, in euch of these
hand was cousiderably out of practice, and I; countries, he had at various times heen widely
found that it taxed ali my skill to keep np with|kvown asalecturer, jowrnalist and orator. Like
Mr. Blake. In transcribitg my notes thelmany who have achieved greatness, e was not
“copy " was tuken from me sheet by shect and | deseended front o long line of uoble ancestors,
sent 1o the printer.  The last was a full page,|but had the fortune to be borne the son of

and 1 shought I would count the number oflan henest man and a good woman.
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