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THE QUESTION OF SPEED. words on it to asce tain the rat at wiiich Mr.
l 2tlaI spoe per minute. I mltiplied the niun-

ber of wor'ds tint ihe page by the nulber of
'o the Editor of the \Viinni:- sleets, and the amnit wvas 1960. I was as-

ISiT,--Ieiiig nly'a' iaedgling r'portrn r , tonisied, because I nexer ilatt-red smyself that

should tnot pîerhapî find fatult with the experi- I had attalied snoh a speed, and when I an-
eices and opinions of " old stagers," b I nonlneI the resulit te other reporters express-

cannot forbear doing so regarding Mr. Geo. C. ed some doubt ibout i aso. Next day when
FI lland's letter in your Decemnber issue. thei priited repot appeared amd my ten minutes'

I have been labrinrg under the imressiîon tale was counted. 1 fond Ihat it rn unted
that wheni I would be able to follow a speaker to just i 690 wvords, or 169 vords per minute.
at say 150 to 180 words per iuute, I otd cali Let other reporters sigh for 200 words-a-minute

myself a good reporter, but that letter just s 1 have more respect for the orator
" settled " me. I had very great doubts abot whose ton gue wags under 160.
the ability of anyone to write 281 worids per A. HoPeun,
minute - thouglit it ratherfo/ ji slinîgi Senate Reporter.
so I tried wiat 1 would call a very [air test, 11 t 'r Feh. I 5Sl
is a well kuown fact that a reader can read a
speech mach faster thai an orator tai deliver
one. I took up difft'rent articles, one ont asti on- """>l«&44'1'ii 'i/ Anj'/nç iN
omy, another on science, a nîewspaper editorial, LECTuld uT Mit J. E. B. McCEADY.
and two or three others on dilleicnt sabjects,
and read just as fast as I possibly coul without et :-" Tios. D'Ancy McGEE.
any regard to punctuation or expression, and ieered at the \lechaie s institute, St. John, N.B,
the following is the rate of the different trials :Jantuary s4, 188î1
-1st trial, 256 wordq per miuute ; 2nd, 2110; Mn. issnTNT, Lxws an GENTLEMEN,-
rd, 256 ; 4th, 296 th, 312 ; Gth, 275 7th- Tua 1e w ho noved ulpon the stage of political

275 ; 8th, 240; and a few otiels valying foi lie iln Caada at the date of the Union, bave
245 ta 260. Naw oif one thing i am posv been since passing away one by one. Howe, of
thte're la uot a reporter Un ettnce ta-day "ho Nîova Scotia, statesian, journalist and orator,
could hare folloel m wt a sin/e e fA /tu went dowi fouli of years and honors. George
trials. lou will also notice that on' lu et otrowvn. of Ontario, whose peu was so mighty,
then were equal to o' greater than tise spced whose spirit so daintless, wiose influence so
mentioned by Mr. Iolland. Now if any'ene wide, was struck, down uutimsely by the assas-
will take the. trouble to read over an article r sin's ballet. Cartier, the great leader of Freneh
two aL any of the above rates, he will se thle Canadians: our own Charles Fisher, Hoilton,
absurdity of elaiming any such speed as 281 or sasdield NIecinald, I'Arcy McGee, are gone.
240, or even 200, mn the matter 1 rend at that Others of that company, not less distianguished,
rate. It seems to e ahinost idle to contradict stilI live. A century froin now our' grandehil-
suach a statemnent. But 28I words ! why it iren will look iaci a sa, "There were giants
beats greased lightning. I xouild like to know in those dats." Te those who are gone se e
what kiud of an article, on whbat subject, antd at least this tribute of mention, for they are
under what circunistanees Mr. Jantes Holland dead, and the dead are soo forgotten. Anong
inade that remarkable speed. them there are few figures more conspicuouslours Fraternally, than Thos. D'Arcy McGe-e, the apostle of con-

T. J. Gonrav, federation and ts niost eloquent defender.
late Spedator reporter. Thomas D'Arcy McGe was born in Carlings-

Lo)rd, Ivciland, in April 182,5, sehen tha Il Eni-
T!o t/e Blitor Of tlie SîOrnAsu \î î evaki atterwards se dear ta bis heart,wsrencwiiî its ttîantie af greenî Ferty-three

lisait Sîs,-1 amu reported in thie Oshawa cars lat-r, an an Aprît merniag, in tie aîty of
Reformer, and subsequently in the Soti m Ottaxa, xheu te (iiioian sinter stîli linger-
W'aiTa as isavinîg writtens 196<0 words in a ten cd, thc lest sîîuw ras ttiisid viîh bis 111e-
minutes'" taie,'' while rcentîtlyc reporting one idoed, as lie ias feuils ii. tf te intervet-
of Mr. Uiake-s speeches. As I do not clain im - twciîty seuc spent l Irelaîd, tsve
such a rate of speed, I wish to correct a lViu1igjstise t'ssited Sîates, 0,11i ten it Canada. In
impression. On the, occasion referred to iny eet of tise tenis tf yearsi n cadi cf these
hand was cotsiderably oit of practice, and i counlvies, lic hcd at varions tituas beca widely
found that it taxed all msy skill to h-e-ci> nut iîh w at lecturer, joui îîist and uaper. Like
Mr. Blake. In transcrihing m'y s e any vho have aciievd greahiees, la sas net

copy wastt taken fioi it, sheet by shoet atdIdeîe-ti frtî a long jute of nible aneesters,
sent to the printer. The lest was a fuill page,lbut lîad tie fortune te Le bene he son o!
and 1 thought I would count the îumbev af 1fan hoet man id a ga25 wheoman.
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