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PAUL'S ASSURANCE,

Ikiuow wlîoin 1 have believed, and ain persualied that lie is able to keep) that
whichi 1 have coiminitted te lm agaiîîst that day."-2 2Wh. i. 12.

These Words furnishi the reason why the niagnanimous Paul was ixot
ashamed to suifer for Jesuis, but gloried ini tribulation. Paul wvas a
believer iii Jésus, and lhe ?ceti M/al lhe was a believer. Ile wfts not always
a heliever. At one time hie was a persecutor of Christ in his members.
But wlien hoe was arrested on lis wvay te Damnascus withi intentions lies-
file to the cause of Jesus, in his mind, nnd was led to sec tlîat hoe wva
oppos;ï'g the Messiah, ivho bail died, but was alive, lie helieved, and
consecrated himself to the service of Jesuis, and reverently inquired of
him, whose voice arrested him, IlLord, whalit wilt thon have mc to do ?'J'
H1e knew that lie believed lu the once siain, but now risen and exalted
Saviour. Ileader, are you a believer? and arc you ceuscious that yeu
are a heliever ? You arc a sintier. Jesus loves you, thoughi you are a
sinner, and died for you. O regard it as truc, that Jesus died for you,
and atoned for ail your sins, and look on his atoning death for you, as
evidence of bis intense, unquenchable love to your soul. Then ivili
yen know that you arc a believer, as well from the cifeets of the trutli
on your heart, as from your cousciotisncss that yen believe. To con-
tinue in unbelief is to continue condernned.

Paul knew who»r le believai, He had an acquaintauce with Jesus.
H1e knew the character of Christ-that lie is loviug and faithiful, and to
ho trusted. Christ to mauy is a stranger. Thecy have heard of hia,
and respccting some things that lio lias donc, but thcy know hlm nt-
they have nover souglit te hoý acquainted witli him. Reader, do yon
k-now Jesus as a man knows bis fricnd ? Jesus is a true frieud-a friend
thatsticketh closer than a brother. O believe in bis love te your soni
and in bis work for yonr salvation, and thus become acquainted with
hlm ; and you will know f'romn your own. experience of bis goodness
that ail that is snid of him is truc. The aged Polycarp knew Christ;
for when the Roman proconsul urged hlm to dony bis Redeemer, hoe snid,
"Eighty and six years have 1 served hlm, and lie lias nover wrenged

me, how caa 1 descrt my king, wvho bas saved me 711
Paul lied commilted soiething to .fesus. Hie liad given bis seul to Josus.

It was in his bands. The soul is preelous. fie who dicd to save the
soul assures us that the gain of the wbole world would ho no comipen-
sation for its loss. And yonr soul, dear reader, is flot safle unless Jesus.
ke2ps it; and hie doos flot keep it unless you have committed kt to hlm.
O ho awake to the vaine of your deathless spirit, and, without delay,


