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of repentance for i/te 9remzssioîz of sins, (Mark i 4, Ljuke iii 3). Peter
dces the samne (Acts ii, 38). 1 now ask if those addâressed 1;y
Peter had replied and said that they repented and believed, and had
no nced to be baptized for the remission of sins, because their sins
were already pardoncd wvhcn they repentcd and believed, refusing to,
obey the divîne command (be baptized every one of you), would
P>eter aekznowledge fhemni as believers and pardoncd persons ? f think
not. The case of Saul of Tarsus (in iny opinion) coinpletely over-
turus your vicws and proves mine. Did not Saul believe when the
Lord spokze to hlmii on the way to Darnascus ? Did he repent during
the three days and thirce nigbits lie t'asted and prayed at Painaseus?
Were lus sins pardoîied?* The answer is, No: for Axianias says to
hlm.n Why tarriest thou ? arise aid* bc baptizcd and vash away thy
siis. (Acts xx 16). Wky was not Saul's sins reiiiitted or washed
away when lie belie-çcd and repen ted ? Because lie hiad not yet corne
te God's appoiinted place to reccîve the rcinission of bis sins.j

Whiat do yeu say to the words of the Apestie Peter (lst Peter iii
21)? q]3aptismn iow savf-s us (net the putting awvay tlie filth of the
flesi, but the answer of a good conscience). It is uiot.file/t frorn the
flesh that baptisrn puts away ; but guit froîn thie conscience. 1 ask
if the person that refuses to obcy thp divine ceinuanid (Be baptized
crery oize of ydu) can have a, good conscience?

I arn afraidà you will be thinking by this limie that I arn rnaking
too inucli of baptisrni. I sc arn I îîîakiig any morie of it than the
seripturcs mnalle of it. If se, show nie iii whiat partieular. You said
lii vour letter that the believcr's sinis arc washcd la the blood of
Christ. Very good. It is aise saidJ, Be baptized and wvash away thy
sis. The ti%,opassagres aie ini perfect iîarmiony with ecd otiier.-
Th'le sbedding of the blood of Christ is tlicptocuiting< cause of pardon
or rcniission of suis;, baptisnîi is only the ineans of enjoying tuis
pardon-baptisin bcing. God's appolinted inenis for briiging the Sin-
ner in connection wvith ' the vir/.ue of the blood* of Christ. -Washed in
the blood of Christ. and Nwasiîcd iii baptisîn are not to be underbtood
literal1y but figurativcly. Blood nlay stain, but caniiot Iitcrally
iwachi. Thcrc is no literai contact of the sinner with the literai blood
of Christ; -neitiier is there any literai wasbing of sins ln baptisai. In
botii cases the laîi)gYuuge is to be undcrstood figuratively. Now you
wilh observe that 1 aur ud(t sayîîîg that iio person can be saved

jwitlîcnt baptisui. I ain saying no sueli tlîing. t is îiot for us to Say
what C~od nîay d'O oî not do. We know bis mercies are very great.

i Wliat God îîîay do is one tlîîng;- 4.iid wlîat lie bas fireniscd to do is
another thing;- and it is on whiat heclias prornised to do that we.ctn
depend. 11e thiat belîeveth anid is baptized shall be saved (M-Nark
xvi 16). Tiiose who say that the siniier passes froîn the unpardoned
fo the pardoned state wlîen lie believes and repents, ouglif to.be con-
sistent with tlîeiselvcs. Surely those who are pardoned are the

Ichidren of God, and entitled to tlic privilege of chidren.. . Why
ithen do the genera'Iivy of the Baptists refuse the chlldren to, partake
of the ehildren's bread. There appeéars to, me to be a xuanifest incon-
sistency in this-to refuse thé* ôhidrèp of, God ,to, partake of the


