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Septutagint version of this passage, loas and ciéros are the words
uscd,ý or people anid in/oeritancc, and it' is-cevident» that bath the ternis
are applied to the- saie person-the laity are thne clergy, and the
clergy are the laity 1
ii Singular as i; înay appear that tbe*wolics of*whoi.Paul pi ophesied,

iActs xx. 29, should have made such anunhappy 8election of nimes
ta distinguisli betweex3 theiselves; aeid't-iose of'whom they -made a,

peit is by no. means difflecuit -tobe ateounted for. 'he bishops '
were soi extrernely -auxious for the welfare oftheir respective flocks,

jand so mnuch wiser than the Apostles, that ini a'-short tine after the
dcath of the lattér, thcy relieved the -deacons froin the trouble- of
inanaging the chuivch's fands, and *toôk ail tlîis labour upon thern-
selves. oUJnexamnpled lcindness! The church's bounty xnighit have
hcu niisapplied if ieft iu the bands of nien who svere comparatively

jignorant and i11 infér.îned, but ini the bands of men of sucli exemnplary
sftnctity aind holiness as the pastors, no sueh danger was tabe
appreliended. The bishops stili cntinued ta enforce the cluty o'f

ibrlt.but now the inotive w'as altercd. The fands badl gradually
bece t1wir own property, but stili thcy eniployed the sanie language

ini thc.;r c-xliortations as tlîey had always donc, beseeching ahose 10l0111
tlîey addresso<l to--be boLint.iful -to GAd's cleros. Every philologist
klnows that words change their primitive signification insonsibly, wlieu-

1. ssociated with ideas vvith wvhiel t.hcy Inâd originally no' conneetion.v
till at length they iucquirù an cntirely ncw uieaumrig. This is exactly
whiat took place ini tiiis ins*auce. The pastora-ivere continuallv
eiifore'ig, the duty of» liberality ta God's dcgshtis, Odsi/ei
tallc5; 'and it followýed, as a iatter of e',urse, thctaihose ta whose use
the d.onation1s Wero applicd were ineant by the terni cmployed. The
tiro ideas wero so naturally coinncctcd witli cccli other. tInt they1.
euld net be scparàst.ed-thiose for whose benïe.ît t1e.money- zwas -0l1

exieted. wce the ecre.t-those wIIo applied it to their- -own use,
rcccvcdthe ene tnd. as i/le people (lato!s the laity)-niproecso i?

wnic-were entirely exemlided fromîm participating iii the fruits of their
%wtbiûunit.y, thley ctacedà. of rourse, tu be a-patt di the elory.

!la nia-nuer soinewhat siinilar, the wvord eccleszcz (ejhuVch) was- at
lengtlh also- peeuliarly applied to those whoý b-ad mnade it a property;
audý lienco, ini violation of all propriety of speech,. they wcre e\clusively
deqomiatcd cicliésl2SÉczil and elkl-îchtnzen; liaxneuý-whielh oily i~
I persans belong.ing ta the ecc/,!siu or c/wr-ch. and -%vlielm con equenti
iniclude every mneinber 6f the church or congregation. "With as nuci'
propricty xuigit thc pastors have appropriated ta 'th)cnselves the

*appellation of i~i/«i or forrned a mew naie froUi 1eG/zristo)s, sana
e:àlled thenîiselves exehîsively Uk'(io exyin1g t;D mic other mcem-

*bers o? tire ccksia the Pfivi1ege of beilàg c.afl cd. by pazme o? chîrist -
14 1nt this wvould have beeli a imo-t Un1 refftable appropriation, for, bad
~they allowved none ta lie 6!kitasbut tâhir owin body, wlicnce coula

l'ta dry .up every -source o? revenue; u the greatter thc nuirubers of«
Christians, the grreater the coutribiiiion tliat ouldbe-levied'lfroin tlmom.
and hence tlie'eà of thase wblo -fleeed Lhe flocki to add ta it as manv
as passible. no inatter whiat tlieir cha-%raceter aud -'oniversation undir i


