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TROTTING TRAINER'S EXPERIENCE
WITH BITS.

Vorious Bity Described—~The Kind of a Bit the
Horse Should Use—Valuable Suggestions—
Proper y'reatment of a Horse's Mouth.

Dxrrorr, Micn., Dec. 10, 1877,

Drax Stiarr : When we are selectiog bits for
-Wrbors#, we should use great oaution, and
nohe but thoss that are perfect in their

:h. . o 811“1} mqosxy of biis on the mar-

are i ectly paade—o

.atmﬁl gg“ y onsequently, they
kind of bit we may be going to select, nor
‘I!ht kind of material it may be made’. we

Nparts. Thave known persons who would
Qe bils because they were cheap. Cheap
uare 8ule 0! poor waterial, consequently
ave liablg to break, and are not safe to use.
When » bit j5 Dot properly finished, and rough
008 réllaip on it, it will chafo and sore the
We's month.  When the joints ina bit are
, and ugt well fitted, the parts of the mouth
thef gy come in contact with are liable
Wbe fored ipto thew, and injured thereby.
Cbain bity are sometimes used on horses,

Sy are tufis for uge uuless tney are covered

the mouth, Xubber iz the matenal
Nt commoyly used for czvering this kind ot
h.ll::%"t’éxcu 1t is properly applied, it makes a
og-
Tto rubbe;.coated chain bit works well cn
Ry horses, Crane & Co., of Newark, N. J.,
ufactary the best bit of thiskind I ever used.
bits have a better finish than any bit I
™ Vel soen of this kind.  Owing to the flexi-
of :ln. kind of bit, it works well on Lorses
Mr"m' itvle 20 become injured on the angles
e Jawg, In consequeuce of its flexibility,
Pisitsell 10 the asgles of the mcuth,
by it yots & grester ing thau most
kindy of bits, and, consequently, is not so
':O’;;:;x:;o any one particular part of the
Toe s0allg bit (fashioned alter the various
$ Dow in wee) i8 used, on trotting horses,
thanany other kind of bit. The Mace
;Ct patlerng are those now generally
§ndo when horses aie properly dtted with
u:ln ot bit, there are few but will work weil
h:!;;it“.hleu they bave previously acquired
Tt bar L3t, when properly formed, is a good
‘gnd Liave found 1 cpuld not get along gith-
ts ﬂ:ﬁ on some biorses. The month picces
:‘ru;‘ b.. bits now manufactured are perfoct-
Alght, and are of thie sawme thickness
811‘0“ their eatire length. Owing to this
of *;!m:mon. their bearing is limited, and
ltl":}‘kr-ly %o cause undite pressure on that
810 h'.e moth thoy may como in contact
)W, ‘lch patts are ususlly the tougao and
ol Jower jaw, ow.ug 1o their prowmi-

,"g‘ €XPerienco has taught moto prefer n bar
1089 oputinpicee iy slightly enrved, and
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94 that it has been perfectly made in all |

sometimes had a false tongue arranged in it in
such a manner as to prevent the horse from
carrying his tongae over the bit. This kind ot
false tongue I have found to work well on some
horses, and there is not the danger of injuring
the horse's month by its use that there is in
using & bit that has a false tongue on it, formed
out of some metallic substance.

Bits that have false metallic tongues, or bows,
arrauged onthem, will prevent the horso from
carrying his tongue over the bit, but the injuries
they are Liable to produce by cutting the horse's
mouth, render them unfit 1o be used. Carrying

be used on ahorse. It matters nov the tongue over the bitis a very nosightly and

aunoying habit for a horse to bave, and one
that is very bard to overcome in some horses.

I have been able to overcome tius babit 1m

, ome horses by using a piece of rubber pIpe,
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about three inches lozg aud one nch 1 di.
ameter ; when two bits are used ou a horse,
both bits may be passed through the pipe, and
when tho overcheck is beld up uguinst the roof
of the mouth by means cf the check, or other
straps, tho horse 13 un ble to get his tougue over
the bits. When I want to uss this kind of rig.
giug on a horse that will not work on an over.
check, I suspend the upper bit by meansofa

but | strxp attached to the crown.piece of the bridle.

The leather bit, whose mmouth-picce is formed

1 $010¢ Beible natenl to prevent them from | gut of leather, works well on sowe horses, aud

may be used either on the overcheck or dnving
re*us to good advantage on some horses.

Besides the above named kinds of its, there
are mavy other different kinds used, too nuwer-
ous to montion. Most of thews are unfit to uso
on a trotting horso at all, but sowo of them may
answer & g0ood purpose when used on horses that
are not wauted for the track.

\While thero are no general rules that may be
laid down to govern a horseman in selecting a
bit to suit bis horse, there are many circum.
stances that may be taken into ocousideration
that will 2id hin much in making a proper
selection of a bit. Tho natural disposition of
the horse has much todo in causing him to bs
steady at any gait. If all the bits tuat ever were
invented since Eve forged tho first one, on
which Adam was driven out of the garden of
Eden, were used on some horses,they would not
become steady trotters. The wmore I see of trot-
ters, the more I am led to helieve that the brain
~f the borse bas muchi to do in making him a
stoady aud relinble trotter. Besides tho natural
disposition of tho Liorse, there are many other
causes that may tend to make a trotting horeo
uvstosdy in hisgait Oue borse may be made
unsteady from hitting bis clbows, another from
bitting his knees, aud others fromn ULrushiog
themaelves in one of the mauy places that a trot.
tiug horse is liable to vrush when speeded.

A horse may become uusteady from  soreness
of his muscles, from soreness iu hig f.et, or { om
soroness in avy other part of hisbody ur limbs,
of which there arc mauy parts that arc liable to
becomo sore, from ditfercut causes ; be may bo
unsieady from not being able to properly bal.
ance hunself at tho trotting gait.  Aund yet, be.
sides qil these causes, he may be cansed to be
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clusions.

It I am, I stand open for correction, and hope
some one may yet invent & bit that will be less
objectionable than any we now have.

I am under many obligations to ** Traveller,”
for his description of Dr. Cole's bit, for I bave
becu anxions to learn of some one who had seen
the Doctor's bit.

As * Traveller » tells us, when the Dector has
his bits finished 80 as to get the glass finish on
them he speaks of 1n his communicatien, I have
no doubt all the buys il svon be rubbing their
bits with & brick. Hoping what I bhave said
about bits may bunefit sume of your readeis, I
will now bid them good-by, but may, at some
future time, tell them more about to® weights,
and what I have seen done with them.

Yours, S. T.B.

quatic,

SCHARFF REPLIES TO HANLAN.

Last wecek it looked as if there was &  pos-
sibility that Scharil and Hanlan would come
readily to terwms for a mateh, but the New
York Clipper of Saturday lass contained the
card given below from the Pittsburger. it
will be scon Scharfl promises to make a
mateh in tiue Spring, but in this section that
is only looked upon as an casy let down for
the denizen of the smoky cit§, and a ncot-
ing between th. two is cunsuiered very in-
definite. It was hardly oxpectod that
Scharff would accept the Cavnadian’s chul-
lenge, after the styie the latter showeil 1n bis
raco with Ross ; out as Scharfl had somo
time beforo exprossed a wish to get on with
Hanlan the opportunity was offered him. It
is understood the 8100 forluit will rewnain in
Frank Quecn's hauds uutil Spring, so asto
give Sclarff every chance to make bis word
good.

Prrrssure, Dec. 28, 1877.

Sir: Inreply to Mr. Hanlan’s challenge, 1
promise to muke a ma ch with him next spring.
I don't wish to mako 2 mnatch with himn or nuy
other person six or seven months bofore the
rice i to como off.  Hoping this will satsfy Mr.
Haulan, I am, most respectfully,

Yours, cto., Witniaxt Scraner.

P. S.—Thauks to Mr. Haulan {or his photo.
graph.

THE “TURF, FIELD AND FARM ~ ON
AMERICAN OARSMEN.

It has bocn definitely settled that Trickett,
the Australian oareman, will teet Courtney
ou Atwncrican waters next Suminer. DBefure
juldging the probabilities of the race wo
should desire to gsee Trickett's formn, and
wather froon perconal sbe reaty v g oo

and the tenth in 6:15, making the first thoud-
and in 64 minutes and 44 seconds. The
second thousand ke shattered in 187 minutcs
10 seconds. Then he rested for an hour.
He broke his third thousand in 208 minatea
and 15 seconds. The Captain now begav to
saow signs of fatigus and he had his right
arm frequently rubbed down, His check,
against which the gun rested, also began to
swell. He completed his fourth thousaud in
282 minutes and 85 seconds. The aadience
had gradualiy incrcased and byeight o’clock
the house was noarly filled. The Captain
gained timo on each thousand until 10 g m.
His right shoulder was then very badly
swollen, his left arm was weak, hiseyes were
inflamed, his sight seetned to miow diw, and
bo missed many balls. He fired stower, too.
He complained of nausea of the stomach and
severe headacho. Before the forty-seventh
hundred was completed ho was obliged to
rest.  He fired the rest of lus shots wiule
seated. Ho fired pretty steadily toward the
closed, hut he had to rest three times and
take stimulants. The forty-ninth huudred
was fired irregularly.  H.s haud was swell-
ing, and bis right arin rapudly w-skenng,
but his wndumitable pluck never failed i,
ard be lut th  balls right andleft. \When he
began on tue last hundred his most sanguin
friends doubted hin sbility to succeed  But
ho rallied, and shot almost as rapidly and as
well as at first ; and wiren he shattered tho
last ball he w¥as 19 minutes and 25 scconds
atiead of time. Cheer upon cheer rang
through the vast building when the result
was ananounced. Tho Captaic mounted a
chair aud offcred a wazer of 310,000 against
81,000 that thero was no wman living who
could repeat tho feat just accomplishod.

Then with Ins fricnds bo went unmediate-
ly to Ins hotel, whero he was cared for. His
haud and arm had swollen 80 as to be entire-
ly uscless, aud the rizht side of Ing face was
nearly twico tho sizo of the other. He was
suffering consmiderably, aud cowplained of
pain iz hus head, and of a sickness at the
stowmach. Ho partook moderately of whisky
and water, and in half au hour ho was com
paratively strou and hearty again.
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SHNOTING AT GUELPH.

A pizecn shoot took place near ihe Silver
Creck Browery, Guelph. on New Year's Day,
between sides captained by Messms, Gro.
Sleeman and J. Turnbull ; Sleetnans sule
winning by five birds, as the fullowing score
will sbow :—

Geo Sleetnan....ececeevecnnnns 11100111107
C Rooteciiiieniecnecnnnes R 10000011 1 —4
H Call...... ... o eeiernes sellol1olo —
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THE CHAMPIONSHILES.

A meeting of the judicial committoe, com -’
posed of Meesra. \V.Maopherson, C.G. Mooro-
head, and Jas. T.Nichols, was held on Satur
day at the 8t. Nicholas Hotel, Hamlton,
to decide as to which club was entitled to tl...
championship. The clubs represonted were
the Standards of Haimnilton, the Atlantice of
London, the Royal Oaks of Buwinaawlle,
and the Maplo Leais of Guelph. Aftorsum.
discussion, the pames of tho Maple Leat.
and Royal Oak wero thrown out, and the
contest lay between the Standards and At
lantics. Thoe Standards claimed the chnm
pronalup on thoe ground of having fulfilled tis
terms of Rules 8 nnd 4 of the Amnteur Anm.
ciation, to the effect ;—1. That threo gamnes
bo played -vith every club entening  for the
championslup, 2. That the Cunadina A,
ciaton of base ball players play under th
samo rules as the International Associatic.
Th decision, given tn aver of the Atlants
was bnsed on Article XL, Sectiun 8, of th
International Rules, viz. . —The ciub win
shall have won the greatest number of gan,-
1 tho chammon series shnli bee declared ta
champion club.

In regurd to tho profossional championahin
of Canuda, the Commmttes decidod that th-
Maplo Leafs of Guelph are the winoers, the y
veing the only club that ewtered for the
chanpronsinp.  The followmg 1a the reerr ]
of gamon piayed for the amatenr chnmpr
ship :—
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Standards (Hamilton) ........ 1t 2 1 1
Atlantics (Londouy .. o0sL, . 2 1 & .
Maplo Leals (Anateur, Guelph) 1 [
Royal Qaks (Bowinauvilley.... 2 1 3
Games Losteyoicriiieecnen.. .. 12 4 111

THE DUKE OF HAMILTON'S AMBERIC A
PURCHANES.

Tho tour colts and fillien purchaxes! in<s o o
at Mr. M. H. Sanford s aale of ohaqamgte o f
Fyearhuga Iar account of the lrake of Hagton .,
have been namod as fullows -

Catrvse-a-Gres, fur b e, forlea Ju7r, by 61l
ely, dain La Polka, by Lexington, wut of D -
by unp Glenene,

Gies Jokea, foreh e, foued 1876 L. o
Glenely, dam Ulniea, by Lezagotteas ot ot
Emlin jAustialinn's datty 1y Laaae

fownm Favea, $r B8 sl -
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