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Chap. The -flrst in the enume~ration of gifts in the
8th verse corresponds with the first officer In the
caumeration of the giftcd men. of the 28tb
verse. Peter speaking ?f Paul's letters says,
2 Pet. 3, 15, IlEveri as our beloved brother Paul also,
according te thi wùdorn given unto him, bath %vritten
unte you." And whien tib Apostie speaks ofbis owný
nxihistrations, hoe calis the doctrines whili lio preach-
cd-thie tcisdom of God in a mystery-the hidden
iwisdon-the mianifold wisdom. Moreover, 'wlion
rnentioning the glîts pessesscd by the Corinthiag
church , and cerrecting the niistakes in exercising"
them, lie repentedly speaks of prophesy aiîd of the
word of knowiedgc, but nover of the Ilword of ivis-
(loin," nor of the Apostles.

Now if these qualifications wcre necessary in the
Aposties, they coula have ne suc.-essors. Ail pre-
tence te this office> or te the performance of its fune-
tien by men in our day, la a picce of profane raimiery.
It was the highest office in the church ; lay wvithin
the period of gifted operation, and ceased with the
mn ivho first sustained it, and enjoecd .The icord oýf
tcisdorn; liad seen the Lord, arnd ceuld confer gfts.

2. A second class of gifted men w-erc thc Proplhets,
«To another is given the spirit of proplcey."1 Four

things niay bhoebserved la reforence te this aflatus
of the spirit.

1. The gift was te bo dirccted accerding te the
proportion (or measure) of faith. The prophets were
net expesitors of the Scripture, but the original or-
gans of the floiy Spirit,! beyond the sure ground of
the inspiration they liad reccived, they iverc net
authorizod teprocecd. The imeturc offaith instruct-
cd theni as te the extent of thecir inspiration, and if
beyend thaý they dciivered any thing te the churcli ;
they wvere liable te. advance errer as muchi as any
inspired brother. Ilacc the iml4ortance of discerning
spirits.

2. Propliot1c inspiration is distinguislied from
other gift by its impctuosity and suddenness. Chap.
14, 29-30.

3. Though sudden and impotuens it was in sub-
jection te tlic Propliets, verse 31. "The spirit of the
Prophet is subjcct te the Prephet."

4. It was an attribute of plophetic inspiration te
utter important, trutlhs whitih tliey themselves did net
always undcrstand. Sec 1 Pet. 1, 10-11 : Dan. 12,
8Y &c., &c.

At thc saine tinie it is proper to observe that pro-
pixecy comprehcends more than simple prediction. It
includes aise the geacrai instruction of the people.
That they taught thora statedly is piainiy impliod in
the question ef the Shunammite's husband, -when she
was sctting off te. visit Elîsha, in consequence of the
death of hor*son; IlWhorefore wilt thon, go te hlm

iEpi. 4, 11, it comprehends tbrco, Evangelies, Pas-
tors, and Teachers. It stood reiated te the -word of
wisdom as te a teacher, that is te Bay what wisdoa
is ia the contriver, knowledge is in the Mearner. The
cclebratcd Watt contrives the steam ongine, and
tnakes it knewn ; thon others soon acquiro the kaow-
ledge of its principles, and cau work it te purpose.
The word of /raowledqo consistod mueh in understand-
iiîg, and remembering truth when revcaled. It
enabled the individual te understaad the werds of
the wvise. This, we apprehiend, is the gift -wlich
Tianethy and Ti-tus had, and wvhich the former wvas
exhorted te stir up. Says Paul, "And the things
ivhich thou hast boeard of me, axnong many ivit-
nesses, the saine commit thou te faithful men wvho
shall ho able te teacb others. It was net what
Timothy discovered or eriginated, but whiat lie heard,
that lie was te commit te faithful men. It was not
their office te eriginate anything now, but te detail
accura(ely that which inad already taken place, or had
already been made known. lt i3 probable, that ahl
the priitive Pastors possessed this gift; it did net
supersede rýading, attention, and the mneat abserbing
ineditation, 1 Tim. 4, 13. WVc apprelicad thus an
energotic, evangelical ministry enjoy, in a greater or
içss degree, this gift inthe presentday. It proàuces
their love fer the ivork of a Bishop, anid endoivs thein
wvith their aptitude te teacli, and we often witaess its
threefohd development ia thc ministry. of our own
'times. Some strongly prefer the work of an Evan-
gelist; they love te -wznder, preclaimiag the giad
tidingsl others who greatly profer, the stfudy and the
pulp it. Thecir niinistrations are truiy in.frtucive.-
They are teachers. A third, whose care for tIme flock
amzounts te a passion; , Gentie among yen as a nurse
dherisheth lier childrea."1 We livc, if ye stand fast.
They care for the slieep; they are pasters. fly ail
this '%e do net mean te insinuate, that the Evange-
list docs net instruct, or care for the flock-tho
teacher dees net go about nt ahl, or care fer the flock,
or that time pastor cannot instruct or itinerate ; but
mean, that these arc, respectîvcly, their pretrusiens
uf mind, or, in other words, their.forte. Hlappy,
iadeed, are the men wvho possess them ail, ia full
and liammonious development.

A 'wido expanse ef water pleases; that fluid gush-
ing; threughi a narrew channel over a precipitous bcd,
awakens attentVon ; that wide expanse swecping 'mith
thc rapidity of a fast-running river, stirs tIe emotion
of tbe sublime. low nobly did the whohe panoply
of gifts sit, on thc man wlio made the Governor
tremble-thc monarcli feel bis persuasive power. and
tIe poor run-away slave enjoy tIe gentle force oà bis
pastoral care: I ibesecl tîc forimyson Onesimus,
whom 1 have begotten in iny bonds, roeive lain that

to-da'y 7 it is neither ncw moon, nor Sabbatm VI Sec is my own bewvels." On tIc cemnplction of each do-
aise Jer. 35, 15 : 2 Chron. 36, 15-16. Se ranch for partment in the days of croation, it Nvas written,
the glft of Prephecy. Iland God saw it was good"'-bnt on the compJctiou

Thirdly. Thercwas the glftof the "Word of know- of tIc 'ivole, licgives lus accent to bis benediction,
ledge." The office for which this quaiied, is dcsig- and pronounced iL ver geod. H1ave yenbut oncgift,
nftcd by a somewhat gencral terni, Teacher; and lnu empley Iiin itaproper spbere, foritis good-bavo youý


