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iniquity, is covered. Receive Ilini in titefuit coîîfibîcce of vour heurt, uand God
iliiseif' lî:ath became your Cod, paur
Father; îand yoai yourscif' have hecoîîîe ant
hecir of glory-an inhleritor of lhonour, im-
,nortality, and everlitstingjoy-s.

This Is h/tc andceil!

AnogAltar toHIeavea.
Anogthe wonders of the C'iiicse capi-

tal, the iatost wtaialerft is the -' Aî.TAR TO
Hs.tvis," described by the Rev. .JoN-
TIIAN LEE.s in the journal of lais frss visit
to 1>ekiiig. It is diflicuit, indecd, to forin,
front anv description, ain adetînate concep-
tion of' titis spectacle; anad wiien it is r'--
memlacret that these surprisin- abjects of
power and skill. wcre. originaiiv dedicated
to the services of religion, the whoie. sce
is adaaptcd to avakcia both admiration and
regret, that a pecople disting iishied bv civi-
lizaitioî auni art slaoîld have hecn the vie-
tims of a systern of idolatry so splendid, and
yet utterlyv powerle-ss, for thec improvement
of their heéarts or their chari-acTr.

IAfier b)reakfast," writes Nfr. iýees,
"two or tiarec of our party %veut to the

ALTRÂî 0F 1IAVN.' J is iMpossible
to reproduce in language one's feelings on
visiting such a place. To me it ib of al
others in Clina the most initcn:ely, inter-
esting, flot naercly on accouut of thle rare
artistic taste slîown in the designt andi ils
execution, but on accotnr of its iai the
soie remainiug niemorial of the ancient,
M1oiaotheiemi of China. As 1 stood in the
siauglier-house, andi walked aiong the long
covered way hy wvhicli the victina wns led
to, the altar, amd, aboya ail, as subsequentiv
I stood uî>on the xnagnificc'nt $outil altar,
%Vith ail its associations, aaid loonked rToindf
on the "-roi-esq 'uni tamiles. w-itl the bitte
sky ovc'r'eal, of wiicl their glittering roofs
werc intcnded ta rcmind me, I faIt livn
streng wvas the impnilse to wocrship, and
ixow grand, dlefae.-cd anal iniingled thiga iL
ha lîy the acuuaigsuperstitions of
ages, is the trasiitional faithi of the " Sn-
prerie Ruier," of which ail these tiaings are

1I attempt no description cither of this
or of otiierl>eking "lions ;" one wouid
ne*d to write a >'ook, andl a gi-ca: ccal hasf
ready lîcen well said. 1 extraa': a fen' linesf
froni Sir Jcohn Davis's 'flhc Chinese,'
wlîîch is ne of thete bcst books for friands ut
homte to reîd, as a poînalar suniary of in-
formiation ou Chiina:-

I'lieTC 'ArAI TO JIICAVEN- stands ini
a square inclosiirc, measurin- about thrc
miles ira circuit, hem- diae southcrn waii of
the Chinese citv. Th'le terrae (tie alt.ar
iself) consists, of~ three stages, diininishing
from 120 t0 60 faat. ina diamrttr, euch stage
bciug surroundcd by a ma-bic blustrmde, i

and ascended by steps of the saine mnate-
rial. Towards the north-wcst of' the iiaclo-
sure is the palace of abstinence, wvhere the
Enîperor fasts for three tisys preparatory to
otl'eriiag- sacrifices ta lîcaven ut thte wiflter
solstice. on Viae otier siele of the greas
centrai streatienduiug te tue Tarr:îr city, aud
just over agaiast thae ' Altar to Iltaven,'
stands the ' Altar f0 Earth.' Thiis square
iiclosurù is about two miles itt circuit, and
contains the fiteld iviaicia is annuaiiv piough-
cd by the Einperor anad lais grea: oflicers,
anîd thxe produce reserved for s;acrifice.'

I inîaiv adld, tiat Sir Johin cuiiot have
visited tlae îîlace laiiiseif, or ha wouhi iaave
siîokea of the slatuglter-laouse, 'witia its
ciiorinous puias for llayiiag the bullocks nisad
nli s:tnilice of the Covered -'vas, înost cIa-
iacritfey pa:tited, :1loiag wiaicit tie vicrtiia is
leId Mi soleina processin ta thac pulace of
huning; anad of the sinaller temples, ia-
hie anad baronze, wviti tiacir mutgiaificeiat roofs,
mn wiaici the talulet to Shanig-îi, uad tiiose
of the Enaiperors, are placed. i 'facltar aà
iwlaoilv distinct, ail utt soic adistance froin
tiîese. On the great day the tablets are
iaroagbt ont ani arranged upon the aitar,
that of Shang-ti being in thîe cenatre, and
the Emprai- ian, burronaid(ed by Iiigh offi-
cers, iii lis ovu mitme, and us rejarescîi:ing
thae p)eople, ivor.sI lps thae Grat Supranie.
T'te p:îrk, in addition tu, thte avenues aira-
aly imamcd, coutains inuny fille aid trees, and
lias a finle laerd oi ialack cattie rescrved for
sacrifices, wiîica 've suwv.

,3ti.-We visitcd the lamons IVan-
shca s/ala, (laili oi a ripec olai age), or W'ater
Palaoe. Th'lis is ordiitarily caied the 1-uea-
hini,-yilea labut tlac trtt is, titat the truc

Yuc-îiingyiaitis several miles (listant.
Th e wiaoic, ho'vcver, iay be oc daa as
anc-ain immense gardiui, probaialy fiftecn
miles round--andl the wlîole was desolatcd
;, our troops; but the rest is closad to visi-
irs. Muci as 1 iiad lîcard ai titis place, 1

wts îlot î,larîtd for such mxagniiceiice.
Adi-antage iats been tak-en of sitt, &r., to
forni a spot of uux-ivullc-d beauty, even ina
ruin, and it is itarai t imiagine a seAxie tmore
lovclt- taax titis must havte becn in its
prime. Thac is cina maint hih, ind thi
lias lîccu i:craiiy spriiikicd wita temples,
grotto!s, colutuxas atli sttute-s. It is tlick.
iy wouded tu the, suiintit, and the nany-
coloured tules glitter inthei sîtubeanis like
countless gcms. On the south sidc is a lat
dlottîat with littie islantis, the iargcst, of
whichi lias a iaimie tentlc, and is joined to
the shore h'r a lîaiiui bridge ai mnarbia,
on the eniùmned balustrade of which arn
scnlpturcd lions, cuch différent. Close b>'
tiiis brid,-c,, now inriosed ia a loose stone
Wall, which lbides il from tdanse wlao arc. n
forawarricd, is thc imtge of afille con', of
great ,ize and fine workmanship, mande of
bronze. The his around are all carefully
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