
1873. ~~~jEb 14nt~abfrit tO

one>Il ]saa become tens ofLtlousands, inouid-
ing tie tlsought, the institutions, the des-
tinly of nationls.

Tihis essential unity of the Presbytesian
ivorld liar given risc te thse proposai of a
Genieris Council ini %v1ich representatives
of aIl our ChurCISes could ncet. Dr. Mc-
Cosîs, noiv 1resident of PrsincetonsCiee
worlzs out tke idea as foliys .

It is reckoned that ir yon suai up the
Presby terisan churehes throtiglîou t the
world tlîey embrace 20,05)0 congregations,
and a population of 34,000,000. If yout
add the LutIserans, %viso in i-any pairts of
Gcrinasny are one %vith the Refoincd, anîd
wlîu are, in ail respects, nearer 1resbyter-
jantisuîs than they arcecitîser to Episcopacy
or Iîiiependency, we have a population of
55,000,000 out or 107,U0t,U00 of P>rotes-
tats, or anl nettial rnjority of te Protes.
tanits of' thse worid. Whatt a poiver every
oune will ssy for good if on ly the6e Church-
es can bie msade to conbine ini citir action.
Looking to this inmmense comnîsity three
grand ends are to be aitned at. Tise liràt
is to separate tie Evanz.elical Clîsurclies
froîn that rationalisai wlîich is 30o marriîîg
tihe useruiness of Protestanttisini ai over thse
Continent of E urope. The second is to
deliver themn, if not from Suite cotineetion,
at lesa ftum State control, IvIsich Ilus ever
brrn protecting ration:îlism with its cold-
nessansd its deadening inifluence A thurd
and a grand effort inust lie mnade. WVe
rnust unite the scattercd energies of thiese
34 ,000,000 for the oyerthrow of tise poivers
of darkness, and for the spread of the
Gospel tlssougliout the world. Let ns prsty
for this end, and at thse saine tirne lishor
for it.

Il lias long been a favourite idea of mine
tiat the .Pr-esbyteriain Churi-ces iliglit lie
brought: together at a P>an-P-relhyrerian
Cossueil, at wicih ail of thecn nii giss be
rejîresented. Let t lie uncleraitood that 1
do not propose breaking up thse separate,
chutrches (if Britisli and Continental Europe
or of this country. 1 would no more think
of this than 1 wouid of separating the
States of our Union. Some grand prin-
ciples niglit bie agreed to; Jet themn bc fkw
anti simplle. 0f'couraie there munst bli
dloctrinial basis; but this shonid not consis-t
in a nc'v creed or confession. Let eack
churech resain its standards, aind lie ad-
nittcd into thse union only on condition

that t!iese caibrace thse cardinal trutlis of
salyntion. Tisere .must also lic certain
printiples of churcis order presuppoicd,
sucli ns ile parity of ministers and govern-
msent by representative vountils ini which
mninsters and eiders hgive a joint place.
But tihe mode of carrying out these princi-

pie must lie lel t to eaeh organization-in
thti way sectsring that we have ini tise
cîsurcis, as in ail tihe works of Goti, tsnity
with viiriety. Tl'le Grand Councîl shottld.
have authority to sec tisat these fuindatmeia-
tai printdpies of doctrine atnd of goreral
ment arc carried ont in enchi of the
cîsuirches, and mighu etit off tîsose tisat die
liLseratcly depnrted from theai in stet or in
prolesion But beyond this it need have
no otîser discipliiary power. \Vithont in-
terfering nt aIl wvith tise frec action of the
cistrches, it iniglit distribxsrcjnd(icionsly tise
ev&lngelistie work in tihe great field, wlîiclt
is tihe world, allocsuing a sphiere to eaeh,
dis;couraging thse plantation of v.vo hclsries
ivhsre onc miglit serve, and tise establishs-
ment of two miissgions ut one place, whiie
lsundreds of otier places have none. In
tisis way the resources of thse Churci ivouid
lie krpt t'rom being wastcd, whiie ber crier-
gies would lie coneentrated on great enter-
prises. WTlses circtssststnces reqîsire it; the
wisole strengtls of thse Churcls mig±lit lie
direc.ted to the establitîsment of truth and
tise suppression of error and prevalent
forms of' vice. More important than sii,
from tisis heart of tise Clisurcis miglît pro-
ceed an impulse reaching to tise titmost
extren;jities and carrying life to every
incrober.

The saine grand idea lias been ably
enunciatetl by several writers and speakers
wîtlsin tise past fcwr years. It is a thîotight
tîtat is sture to germinate and! grow strong
and in tise fssiness of time to lie acted out
in reai life. Dr. McCosis confesses -that
lus Scottish partissisies lead him to, look
upon Edinburgis, the city of KÇnox atnd,
Chaimers, as thse most appropriate place
for tise first meeting of the great General
Assembly of Presiiyterizinism. But there
are obstacles in the unfortunate state of
feeling now exiasimsg among the Scottish
dcnominations. It i. possible, liowerer,
that titis tneiancisoiy asperity atnong ScOe-
tish Clîristin wiil lie a thing of thse past
berore the idea of a Grand Cesntral Couîneil
i. otherwise ripe for reallization. E very
psassing year will %vitness; the removal of
ob.stsscI@ pisysical and ecclesiastiesti. At
tise present ]jour every colony of Great
Britain, except New Zcaland and Southx
and West Africa, is isnited to the parent
country by electrie telegrapli. na ayear or
two the wbole faniily of colonies will lie
brougsu -ithin tbe eleetrie circle. Conm-
munication and travel become ehtaper,
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