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Fate, who could speak the language, stood
ap in the boat and called out to the man on
ghore that our vessel was a migsionary ship,
and not to be afraid of us. The vord soon
spread, and the natives began to emerge
from their hiding places and gather around
us when we landed. We were glad to find
smong them two men who had been taken
to Mare in the John Williams, and spent a
ear with the missionavies there. The
wera delighted to see us, and remained witl
us during our stay. Wo soon learned that
o slaver had been here and carried off o

I

onr way the spet was pointed out to us
whero the Rarotongan teachers lived, aud
their graves also. They were stationed
here by the Rev. A. W. Marray and myself
in 1861, but they took fever and died 2 few
months after we left them. They appear
to have removed from the locality where
we expected them to live, and they counld
scarcely have chosen a more unhealthy spov
spot than the one which they did. An
orangee-tree which they planted :s in & most
flourishing condition, but the natives cousi-
der it sacred to the dead, and do not eat the

number of natives, and this was the expla- | fruit of it. A tircsome walk under a burn-

nation given of their distrast in us before
they knew us.

In the course ot the afterncon the captain
and ¥ went to visit a pative village about
three miles from where we lay. The place
was small, and we did not scc more than a
dozen of honses. As our guide was very
tatkative, I wished to glean all possible in-
formation from him. I asked him if it
were true that they did not bury their dead,
but kept their bodics in their houses. He
said it was, and took us into a house close
by, where we saw a body rolled up in mats,
and the woman of the house attending to
her domestic dutjes, and laughing at our
cariosity. ‘The reason given for this strange
and revolting custom is affection for the
dend. The body is retnined until decom-
position ceases and the bones only remain,
which are then buried, but some of them
are usually retained .to make points for
their spears and arrows. The patives next
led us to & place where some little spots of
ground had been planted with taro, yams
and bananas, and told us tnat theso were
plantatious for the dead. These islanders,
with all their darkness, feel that man does
not cease 1o exist at death, and that some

rovision must be made for another world.

he idea of the soul's immortality seems to
be interwoven with onr very constitation,
and is universally belicved by these harba-
rous tribes of the human race as well as by
the more refined nations of antiquity.

On our retura to the vessel a pleasing in-
cident occurred, which ought to encourage
ws to “sow beside all waters.” The cap-
tain ordered soinc food to be given to the
Sau:- natives who bad been with us.—
They sat down to eat it, but betare the food
was touched, one of their number, who had
been at Mare, in & most devout maoner
asked God’s blessing on it. The example
of this poor heathen ought to make meny

ing sun brought us to the town f Vovo,
which was our destination, It was impos-
sible to compnte the number of hoases, as
they were much concealed by wees, but
there were many of them. They were not
1sid out with any ‘egree of order, but were
usmally in group: ° fouror five, and each
of these groups was suirouuded with a neat
reed fence. It was pleasant to walk through
this native towan, though there was little to
be seen ir it. It was very quiet, a8 it was
planting season, and most of the people
were away at theix plantations. We visited
the town-house, where all public meetings
are held, and found it a good thatched
building, and the order in which it is kept
is very creditable to the natives, We call-
ed on Lepas, the chief of the place, and
fonnd him in his own private house ready
to receive us.  He is an elderly man, vene-
rable in appearance, #ad very little ot the
savage about him. He has two wives much
younger than himeelf, who scemed very at-
tentive to him. We made a present to the
chief, and he gave us some yams in return.
On our return we took 2 road which led us
throagh the plantations of the natives, and
saw many at work plaunting yawms. The
chicf, at our request, accompanied us to the
vessel. ¥ asked the natives of this place if
they wished Christian teachers to live
smong them, and I give their answer in the
simple and graphic language of our inter-
preter—“Plenty man like missionary too
much; suppose missionary come here,
man Santo no more fight; by-and-by all
r-an make book”—i.e., learn to read. This

artof the island, as well as Nakw-in-china,
is clearly open for missiona.ies, and no time
should he lost in entering doors of uscful-
aess which God in His providence is open-
ing to us. Msy God, in mercy to these
islanders, speedily raise ap men who will
he willing to forsake the endearments of

blush in our own favoured land, who never | home, and come far hence to presch to

acknowledged God in all their mercies.
Ortoher 21st.—The population about the
bay is very small, and the largest native
town is nearly four milea distant. Afier
breakfast tlis moming & party from the

| them “ the unsearchable riches of Christ.

AMBRYX,

October 24th~—Arvived at this beaatifal
island to-dsy. A boat was lowered, and we

vessel, accompanied by soing natves, set | pulled in towards the land, Itis three years
ont to visit this place. 'When we were on * sinco the Dayspring visited this place, and



