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as possible, Though . he cannot procure for
tiem the mild air of jtaly, 4e -shauld at least
make their winter quarters as warm as he pos.
sibly can in order to lessen the injurious effect of
the cold. There can be no objection to cut
down the combs moderately in springe and after
a colony bas done swarming, wben the bees are
able to renew them in a short space of time,
which they evidently do with eagerness, and, I
myself frequently bave recourse to this mean's in
order to obtain guide comb, but to destroy in
autuma the winter quarters which the bees have
arranged for themselves, and to expose them
during a long winter to the direct induence of a
fierce cold , and, finally, to advocate destroying
bees by brimstone, is a barbarism of which so-
cieties for the protection of animais should in-
forn the police in order to have. the offenders
punished. Want of water afflicts, and even
ruins, many colonies, when obliged to consume
candied honey, or boney which bas become very
thick. Dr. Krasicki considers want of moisture
in the hive an invention and fancy of the Ger-
mans.

But more dangerous than candied honey is
the honey collected from fir and pine trees.
When bees are able to fly out it does not
appear to affect themn injuriously, but if comn.
pelled to use it exclusively at a time of extreme
cold in the winter there is a great risk of its

ýdoing them harm. Such honey being of a slimy
and %iscous character, capable of being drawn
ont in the shape of a rope when the tempera.
ture is low, appears to be almost insoluble in
the absence of water, and less nutritions and
warming than other kinds of honey, fur which
reason a large quantity of undigested matter is
retained by the bees in their body, which gener.
ally causes dysentery when bees are cofined to
their hives for some considerable tim'e. After a
long and severe winter thousands of colonies
die of dysentery, which disease is quite unknowr.
in southern countries where the winter is mild
and of short duration.

The number of colonies which perieh from
queenlessness every year is also very
large. fôr if an old queen dies in autumn or
winter, or a yonng queen is lost during he
.wedding-trip, or if she remains unfertilized, the
bees in the hivå sooner or later disperse, or the
colony becomes a prey to bees from other hives.
According to the opinion and experience of
Baron von Ehrenfels, the number of colonies of
wild bees which perish through having lost.their
queen is greater than those which die from star.
vation, as he inters frotin traces of drone.brood
wbich be discovered. As, however, districts and
seasons vary considerably, we may expect to

find a great difference in this respect. During
the present winter, which was preceeded by a
season universaïly described as most unfavorable
to bees, it is very Jikely that more colonies will
die from starvation than from queenlessness.

We are unfortunately not able to afford assis-
tance to colonies which have settled in some
inaccessible place, but it would be inexcusable if
a bee-keeper permitted a colony to die from star.
vation after it had managed to exist till now, as
in hives with movable combs it is easy to insert
food at the side of the winter quarters of the
bees or above, either in the shape of pieces of
moistened malt-sugar, or sugar dandy,
or combs filled with dissolved sugar in' the ab-
sence of heney ; and this is practicable even
when the thermometer indicates a few degrees
of frost. After a favorable season when the
colonies are plentifully supplied with food the
bee-keeper need not be concerned about bis
bees; but after a bad season like the past, it is
necessary to watch the hives and examine them
frequently, in order that repentance may not
come too late.

DR. DZIERZON.

QUERIES A]ND REP'LIBLS.
UNDER THIS fiSAD will appear Questions whIch have

been asked. and replied to, y prominent and practiçal
bee-keepers-also by the E dtor. Only questions of'fr.
portance should be asked in this Department, and such
questions are requested trom everyone. As these questinte
have to be put into type, sent out for answers, and the re-
plies ail awaited for, it will take some time in each case
to have th'èanswers appear.

WINTER PASSAGE OVER COMBS.

QUERY No. 23 6.-Do you arrange
a winter -passage over the conbs.?
so, how ?

WM. McEvoY. WOODBURN, ONT.-No.

G. A. DEAMIAN, BaussELs, ONr. -
The bt. , sometimes do.

for
If

No.

S. (1arRIL, LRNDBT, ONT.-f have used
Hill's t vice in winter.

MAR-1IN Euo, HoLBROOK, ONT.-I leave it all
to the bees.

A. B. MasoN, AUBURNDALE, OHI.-Some-
times, by laying small sticks across the frames.

G. M. Dooar.ITT, BoEoDno, N. Y.-No.
Have tried it for years, and those having no suFh
passage wiziter fully as well.

R. MCKNIGHT, OwEN SOUND, ON.-I nred
to do so . but the more I learn of bees the m.ore
I am disposed to call on them to attend to t4çir
own wants.
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