1010

THE CANADIAN BEE JOURNAL.

MarcH 16

the business into the hands of ** Specialists.”
These are some of the methods by which bee-
keeping is to be mace a profitable and paying
industry. Who knows but the weak and the
small of to-dav mav bscome thie great and the
powerful of a fewyearsheuce. Banish the bee-
keepers from towns and villages and where are
yours pecialists? Are not the hnney producers of
to-day, both in Canada and the United States,
located in towns and villages ? And, who are the
specialists ? They have been recently defined as
“those who confine themselves exclusively to
the bee business.” Those who have done most
in the past for the promotion of apiculture,
horticulture and floriculture, and many of the
other sciences have been men who did not con-
fine their researches and their labors to the par-
ticular work they did so much to promote. The
history of the sciences teem with proofs of this
fact.

The new doctrine of priority of location is the
most presumptious of all the claims the monopo-
ists amongst bee-keepers have yet hinted at.
1 understand this doctrine to mean that if a man
plants a bee-yard in a certain locality where no
bees were theretofore kept. he is entitled to the
exclusive right of forage over the fields and for-
ests of his neighbors within the area of the flight
of his pets. As well may we expect priority of
Iocation to be conceded in an enlightened country
and by a free people as to expect bees to be in-
terdicted as a universal nuisance. As well may

we expect a man to be restricted by law in the
number of cattle in his herd or sheep in his flock
because his pasture is not sufficient to keep them
all in first rate condition. As that he be deprived
the privilege of putiing one or one hundred stocks
of bees on his farm because his neighbor farmer,
half a mile away has one or one hundred stocks
on Lis farm already. Such a doctrine is begotten
in selfishness and opposed to justice. A fair
field and no favour must be granted to those in
the business and those who may hereafter em-
bark in it and is that which must be insisted on
and that which will obtain.

R. McKNIGHT.

QUERIES AND REPLIES.

UNDER THIS HEAD will appear Questions which have
been asked, and replied to, by prominent and practic:.:
bee-keepers—also by the Editor. Only questions of i
pertance should be ‘asked in this Department, and such
questions are requestedtrom everyone. As theseguestion:
have to be put into type, sent out for answers, and the re
plies all awaited for, it will take some time in each case
to have the answers appear.

UNCAPPING HONEY IN THE SPRING.

Query No. 136.—In the spring when
bees are set out, when there 1is sealed
honey at the top bar, do you cut them

all back in one day so as to crowd them
together ?—A. S, C., Que.

H. D. Curring, CLINTON, MIicH.~—No.

ProF. A. ]J. Cook, Laxsing, Mica—? ? ?

Dr. C. C. MIiLLER, MarexGo, Irn.—No.

Dr. A. 13. MasoN, AUBGRNDALE, ToLEDO.--No.

Dr. DuxcaN, Eupro, ONT.—If your colony is
strong let them alone.

G. M. DoorLiTTLE, Boropino, N.Y.—No. [
allow 1% inches to the frame at all times of year.

S. T. Pertit, BeLyonT, Ont.—Certainly not.
My bees always have enough difficulties in
spring to contend with without adding to their
burdens in ary way annecessarily. My frames
always remain at the same distance, viz. 13
inches {rom centre to centre.

J. E. Poxp, Foxgsoro, Mass—1 winter on
summer stands entirely. The circumstances of
each case determine my method in spring stimu-
lation. It would require a long essay to give full
particulars.

Dr. J. C. Trow, STREETSVILLE, ONT.—I am
not satisfied as to the meaning of this question.
Place the cluster of bees upon as many frames as
they can comfortably cover, hive being connect-
ed by a division board, is the advice generally
given.

S. CorxEIL, Lixpsay.—We have not practised
contracting the brood-nest in spring as a regular
thing hecause generally we cannot remove combs
wirliaut at the same time redncing the amount
and aeem tn breed faster when
Cieir larder is well suvplied.

it stores bhars

wurs Heppox, Dowacrac., Mica.—The prac-
~f changing the comb spaces from  summer

1

toe

to winter and winter to summer is one that
in v apiary will never be  generally
adnpted. It has been considered and recom-

mended for vears, but never gone into general
use.  Now that honev is so very low all such
siow methads must give place to more rapid,
Mark the an-

swers tc this question, and what the future con-

sifer, and less expensive ones.

firms.

ArLex PrivgLE, Serpy, ONT.—When you set
your bees out in the spring remove the combs
that are empty, or nearly empty, leaving two or
three or more of the heaviest frames with the
bees—depending on the strength of the colony—
then crowd these pretty well up together, con-
tract the entrance to one bee-space or so, put



