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Aotes by the Way,

SPARROWS.—It may interest our
farmers to know that the sparrow has,
n Englwd. been summarily tried awd
condemned by Miss Ormerod, the Ento-
mologist to the R. A. Soc. of England,
and Mr. Tegeimeler, the weid known
writer on poultry. The flocks of thes»
vermin to be seen in Montreal are ap-
palling, and means should be taken $¢»
destrovr them.

RAPE used formerly to be ploughed
in close after the sheep-fold, to preserve
the mapure left by the latter, but, now-
adays, it is accounted better to let it
stand for a second crop of leaves. As
far as we understand of the Ontario
practice, from Mr. Macfarlane's Inter-
esting letters, the sheep in that proviace
are turned loose into the fleld of rape
and remain there untli the crop is covn-
sumed. We prefer the plan we were
unsed to in S E. England : we burdled
off 2 fresh plece for the sheep every two
or three days, and gave c¢ake, pulse and
grain, in troughs, in addition. (1). .

{1) See & sheop crack up whole horse-
bean ~Bd.

these grains ever sown in this provinee
for carvly spring-food 7 We have never
socn any growing, here, but we canewot

We should sow 2% of rye amd 3% of
winter-barley to the ARPBNT.

ORIGIN OF 'PHE HORSE.-The wall-
hnown wnrofessor Mower, V. &, has
clearty shown that the original propa-
gator of the whole equine race i the
TAPIR of South America. Stale news,
perhaps to sotite, but quite new to us

LAMMAS.—We have to apologise for
misleading our readers on a poiut we
coarceltedly thought we were rather
strong upon ! The word Launmas is not
derived from * Tamb's mass,” @ mass
in recognition of the weaning of the
lambs, as we erroneously stated a coa-
ple of months ago, but from hlaf-inns,
i e, Loaf-inas; the word * Lady,” as
most persons know, is from the same
root, hiaf, and signlfies * dwstributer of
loaves.”

TIE SCALBINSECT has been ocon-
mitting its depredations for some eight-
een years ; it was introduced into Cali-
fomia from Australia in 1880, and, like
the Colorudo beetle, most people wish

1t had stayad at home.

MICROBES.—The GERM-tieory of
diseases is by mo meaws & modern dis-
covery, it having been promulgated. as
lang ago as 1638, by Athanasius Kir-
cher. This physiologist end physician
attributed all diseases to germs, or ani-
malcules, as he called them. According
to Kircaer, each kind of ** putrefaction ”
gave rice o a Special ‘*virus,” whieh
pruduced o definite species of disease.

An advance iy the price of bread in
France has caused much excitement,
and popular leaders are aready cla-
mouring for the suspension of the duty
of 12s. 3d. a quarter ou wheat. The

¢ifference between the average prices!
Irance and England st

of wheat in
greater thany the amount of the KFrench
duty, probably because millers are more
dependent upon the pative supply in
France than they are in England, and
the Fremcel growers are holding out for
their prices. Bven in this country, there
is already a good deal in the daily pa-
pers about possitbly dear bread : but this
Is decidedly premature. We have not
heatd of any greater advance than o
penny a quartern of 4 1b. at present, and
breaqd Is still cheap, and it should be so
oven if wheat rose to 50s. a quarter, a
price which was considered moderate
twenty vears ago.—Eng. Ag. Gazette.

It has been left to M. Rochefort to put
a climax to the absurd exaggerations as
to the probable dearness of bread in
France. Of course with conscicus hy-
perbole, he pradticts ‘“that bread will
soont be at three francs, then four, then
ten. then a louis the kilo, and, finaBy, as
the augmentation of price grows higher
and higher, {ashionable ladies will wear
little pellets of bread in their ecars in-
<tead of diamonds, and a necklace com-
posed of grains of ivheat will constitute
a parure of far greater value than a
necklace of diamonds.— BEng., Ag.
Gavette.

Bi'GLISH vs. AMBRICAN BEEF.—
We saw a statemeant {n the p.pers, the
other day. to the effect that beef sent
from this continent to the London war
ket Is quite equal in finvour, cte, to En.

treated here in Montreal, for, durtng e
last  three months, we, though inva
riably paying cash, and dealing with

. help thinkwg that they should be u*ic(l.l one of the leading West-end butchers,

have only had two pleces of really de
cent beet. But in Englacd, there is beef
and bheef; llighland Scots (Kyloes) and
cowrse-bred deaught-oxen the difference
thetweens which  quality  of  beasts is
i somtething prodiglous | * ecee signum.”

pQuotatioans per 8 1bs, (sinking the oftal)

intesior, decond  First qualty.
s d s s d
Beasts... 2 4 § 0 4 6

I"at cows Js 8d & stone,

WEATHER PREDICTIONS. It may
uot be generally known that constunt
robservation of the character of the
I ciouds is second ouly 1n importance to
| the study of the barometer. Cirri, which
| are the whispy-looqing fibrous cloudlets,
tseen ngh in the atmosphere, and com-
'moulg called ¢ mxire’s tadls,” should he
" most attentivaly studied aud the follow-
mg weather changes noted for future
reference. But all old fashioned uie-
thods of weather predictions, or almost
all, have fallem into disrepute, though
they are hard to kill, particularly the
idea of the influence of the moon or the
weather, as well as that anlmals govern
their proceedings by the kind of wear
ther that is to come. For 20 years, Dr.
Abbott, of New Jersey, Kept recards of
the building of their houses by musk-
rats, of the storing of nuts by squirrels,
and other movaments of animals, which
are popularly supposed to iudicate the
character of a coming winter, and be
found tlLat these instinctive acts are in
10 way connected with the mildness or
saverity of an approaching witser,

Now, these cirri, or curl-clouds, are of
various farms, and occur at a gread
Leight in the atmosphere. Sometimes
they are like long narrow rods, lylng
still, or floating gently aleceg the upper
regions, their motion being from South
to Norily, but chiefly from S. W.to N. E

At other times, one end of the rod is
«urled up, and spread out like a fea-
ther ; and in this shape, the cloud tra,
vals more quickly than in any other,
being evidently affected by the wied.
This rod shape is supposed to be caused
by the cirrus cloud being the means of
the transit of electricity from one cloud
10 another.

Again, a form like a thin sheet of
fihrous looking cloud is assumed; ano-
ther ressembling a goat's beard, etc,
for there are many changes of appear:
ance in these cirrl. Keanitz, the me
tearologist, says that they are com-
pozed of snow, not of vapour, their
great elevation in the atmosphere plec-
ing them in the region of perpetual
snow, their height above the earth being
oot less than 13,700 feet.

Whee cirri appear in a clear settled
dry sky, a change in the weather is
taking place. Wbhen they look like
“mare's tails,” wind will follow from
the quarter to which the tufts point.
When they unite and forrn what are
called cirro-strati clouds, rain is at hand,
particularly if they secem to desceod
towards the earth. When seen through
a beoken cloud, in 9 deep blue sky. tke
raim will continue. Cirri extending on
both sides of the point above the obser-
ver's bead (the zenith), forebode 8 wind-
storm of longz duration, and in  what-
aven direction cirri are seenm to be mov-
ing, and whatever may be the direction
of the wind at the surface of the earth

at the time of observation, the wiad will
be feit in a few hours as the cfrri indd-
cate.



