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In composition gypsun is a sulphate of lime with about twenty

per cent. of water. When heated by the blow-pipe it instantly be-coimcs white and opaque and exfoliates, then fusesand can bescratched with trie finger nails. Dissolves slowly in hydrochloric acid.
A NHY VDRITR'I.

Anhydride is the saine in composition as gypsumn except thatit contains; no water. It can be distinguished from that mineralby yielding nio water when heated in a closed tube, -id by izs su-perior hardness. It occurs usually associated with gypsum orlimestone, wlhen it is commonly called liard plaster. It is found
in orthorhonbic crystals but usually granular or massive. Colorwhite vith grayish ,bluish or reddish tints; lustre vitreous to pearly.

FLUORIrE. (Fluor-sp tr.)

This is a calcium fluoride occuring in cubic or octohedra
crystals; also massive. The hardness is 4. Lustre, vitreous.Color
white, green, blue, yellow or red; the green and light blue oramethyst being the most common. Cleavage distinct and oc-tohedral. Heated on charcoal it fuses, coloring the flame red,and becones phosphorescent. If pulverized and heated vitlisulphuric acid it produces fumes of hydrofluoric acid,which will etchglass. This fact gives it an important use. It is generally
tound in veins often with metalic ores, in gneiss, mica, schistslate and limestone. Sometimes the crystals of this mineral re-semble geins, but it can easily be distinguished by its inferiorhardness. IThe massive varieties a7re sometimes worked intovases and other ornanents. but it is hard to work on accountof its brittleness. It is also used as a flux in the smelting ofsone ores.

On the Wide DIstribution o!.so'3 A'naricia F:c.31 d 3 Sp>nga.

BY E. uPTrs.

( Fron; Pror. Acad. imi/. Sci. P/ilade/pitia, 2nd.Se}i. 1884,p. 215.)
Allusion having been inade to the wide distribution of certa-n species of

spiders over the North-American Continent, Mr. E. Potts, referring to the
fresh-water Sponge-fauna of this country, said that SpoOngi// afragilis, the
first species named i lineriea, described by Dr. Leily in 1851 fron


