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PROCEEDINGS OF GRAND LODGE OF

ENGLAND.
Grand Lodge of Emergency, November 19.
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MONTREAL, FEBRUARY ¢, 1857.
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“ Memor et Fidelis.”
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Constitutions, page 19, asticle 7. the law states
that there shall be ¢ four Quarterly Communi-
catons in each year, viz,on the first Wednesday
in the months of March. June, September, and
December, at which none shall be present but
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Tue' M. W, the Grand Master summoned a | the proaper members, without pernmssion of the
Grand Lodge of Emergency on the 19thof No-| Grand Master. No wvisior shall speak to any
vember, to take up the busmess at the pont at | question wathout leave of the Grand Master, or
which 1t termmated at the Quasterly Communi-t shall he, on any occasion. be permitted to vote,”
cation i Seplemwtber last, and o gznore and de- | But there 15 not one word 1n the Book of Constitu~
clare nulland voud the progeedsngs of the adjonr- | tons which provides, or mives power to G. Lodge,

ned Grand Lodge held October J.

The Right Hon.-1he Eadl ot Zetland, ().,
presided in person, supported by Mr Lucius Cui-
tis, Prov. G.M. of Hampshne,as DG M. ; I
W. Flemwg, Prov. G. M. [sle ot Wazht 3 R. J°
Bagshaw, Prov. G. M. of Essax; C. I. Cooper
Piov. G. M. of Kent; Dr. Kent, Prav. G, M. o
South Austealiay ‘I 1. Hah, Prov. G. M. of
Cambridge; S. Rawson. Prov. G.M. of Chma;f
Calonel Burlton, Prov. G.M. of Bengal; Lord
Goderich, 8.G.W, ; Fredrick Dindas, as JLG.W, ;
Cox and Moore, G. Chaps. ; Henderson, I G,
Rea. 5 Dolite, G. Reg, 5 5. Havers, P.G.S.D, 3 .
Hervey, P.G.LD. 5 Ho K. GL Potter, PLGLS.D.
H, Yauwlel, P.GJ.D.;J. Parkinson, P.G.S.D. 3
£. White, P.G.J.D.; A. A. Le Vean, P.G.S.B ;
R. J. Spires, P.G,S.B. ; T. Masson, P.G.5.B.; J.
Biges, P.G.S.B.; H. Pasker, P.G.SB.; 1. B,
King, P.G.S.B.; H. L. Crohn, Sec. for German
Correspondence ; White and Farnfield, G. Seces 3
R. W, Jennings, G. Dir. of Cer,; W. Breithag,
.G, Purs,

. The Grand Lodge having been opened in dne
orm.

The Grand Secretary read the cirenlar issned
by the M.W. the Grand Master calling the Grand
Lodge of Emergency-

THE RIGHT TO AnpjounrN

The Grand Master sad ;¢ Brethren, 1 tiunk 1t
due to Grand Lodge that 1 should now state my

reasons more hnmediately tor calling thns Grand

[ propria motu,toadjourn. “The Book of Constitutions
"however, does provide for Grand Lodges of-Emer-
geney. and n page 21 arucle 10, you will find,
.“the Grand Master, tn his absence, the pro Grand

Mastet, w tus absence, the Dep. G. Master, or,in
1 s absence, the Grand Wardens, may summon and
i hotd Grand Lodzes of Emergency, whenever the
1 zood of the Crait shall in their opinton, require it
. the patticular reason for conventng such todge of
Emergeney shall be expressed i the summons,
and no ather busmess shall be entered upon at
that mecting.” Now Brethren, you will observe
by that law that special instruclions are given as
to the mode of holding the Graud Lodges of Emer-
gency, but not 2 word 1s saul about the power of
adjourning. Tmay gofarther and say that Private
Lodges are governed by much the same laws as
Grand Lodzes, and that no meeling of a Private
Lodgze can be adjourned ; batthedMast ¢ of aPrivate
Lodge ma)-, and does convene Losges of Emer-
vency. We have heard it smud “hat there were
before Grand Lodge, questions ¢ tha greatest
importance, which demanded an adjournment of
Graud Lodge, tut T have looked carefully through
the busiaess of that adjourned Grand Lodye, and
find no one of the questions analagous to the busi-
ness of the last Quarterly Communication. 1
think 1t due to the Grand Lodye that I should ex-
plain what [ consider to be the real state of the
case. InJune, 1853, the Grand Master summoned
a Grand Lodge of Emergency, owing to a pressure
of business, and that Special Grand Lodge was
called by command of the Grand Master.  That

Lodge, and [ trust I shall be able to stow you, | s a course which dffers entirely from the course
in connection with those reasons, that [ have taken | pursued in September last, because the Grand
this step simply, because, in my opimon, it was | Master wasnot in _the chair, but Grand Ludge
astep necessary to the faithful” discharge of my !simply passed a resolution toadjourn the mecting,
duty, At the Septernber Quarterly Communi-* which they had no power, to do. In 1854 t Apnl
cation the Grand Lodge passed a res~lution that ! 16) the summonsstates, that that being the day ot
the Graml Lodge should adjourn to the 1Ist of { hnmiiation, the grand festival cannot be held, and

October, and now I have to mve my most derided
opmion that such an adjournment was illegal
(hear, hear), and that whatever proceedings took
place at such adjourned meeting are null and void.
(Hear). Brethren, 1 will now state my reasons
for comung lo tns decesion.

By the Book of

that the Grand Master had appoinied the 29th of
that momth, and required the Brethren to mect on
the 20th in onder to adjourn tll the 29th of the
same month. This adjournment was moved and
seconded, and done by command by the G, Master
entirely. The Gr. Muster had previously fixed the
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day to which the adjournment should be made, and
1t was adjourned in “consequence of his command.
I may state farther, that, looking over the minutas
of Grand Lodge, it appears to me that ¢ adjourn’ is
a term when uted with respect to Grand Lodge
the same as when used 1n the House of Commons.
In that House the question 13, ‘ that the House do
now adjourn,’ which means 1o the next legal day
of meeling, and it1s adjourned accordingly to the
next day appointed by law for 1t to meet, and 80
when Grand Lodge adjourns, it means that it
adjourns till the next Quarterly Communication.
Iam preparcd to stand by my own deciston on this
point,—that when Grand Lodgs adjourns it ad~
journs to the next legal day, unless a Grand Lodge
of Emergency be called by the Grand Master for
spectal business, and on whtch occasion no other
business can be done except such husiness as ap-
pears upon the circular convening that Grand
Lodge of Emergency. 1 have taken some pains
to ascertain the law of .the-¢ase, and [ find that n
my view of the law of the case I am supported
by the opimons of the present G. Registrar,the Past
Grand Registrar, and the Grand Registrar baforo
hun (hear, hear); w fact, [ have all the authori-
ties with me. 1 think, therelore,in accordance
with the obligations which I have taken an oath
to perform,—viz, 10 adhere 1o the ancient usages
of the Craft, and mainiatn the law as, in my opin-
ion, it stands, I can only cometothe pamful reso-
jution 10 determine that the meeting of certain
members of Grand Lodge, held on the 1st
October, was an illegal meeting, and that all the
proceedings there were null and void; and I now
call upon the Giand Secretary to take up the busi-
ness ot this eveningat the pointat which 1t had ar-
rived when the Grand Lodge closed at its Quarter-
ly Communicationu Septeraber.”  (Applause.)

Bro. Hearn :  Most Worshipful Grand Muster,
with every deference—"

The Grand Master ; # 1 shall not allow the
point to be argued.” ]

‘The Grand Secrelary then read the minutes of
proceedings and the Report of the Colunial Com-
mitlee,

THE COLONIAL COMMITTER

Bro. Colonel Butlion moved that this report e
adopted, end spoke as follows:—¢ 1 regret that
this duty should not have fallen upon some one
more capable of doing justice to 1t than 1am; but
though I may be somewhat plainin my speach,
T hope you will excuse me and allow me to apeak
with that frankness which becomes one gentleman
towards another. I shallsay nothing diszespectiul
to you, Most Worshipfol Sir,, or to the high situa-
tion which you holds I sha’l}_spy nothing to dis-



