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TUE BLESSINO.

The victory was won, yet the Angel did not at once bles% the patriarcli.
leo sai(l unto him, what is thy naime 1" This question was lîunblinz, and

seems dcsiguîed te bring is sin te remienîbrance. IlAnd hoe said, Jacob"-the
supplanter. ilere %ve ate breuiglit back to ýthe position in whiuh Jacob stood.
lis past sin must bave corne bncik retributively upon lis conscience. is very
paine is sug(ygstîve eof that act for which hoe had flkd from Esau, and whicli now
mnade imi tremble at the prospect of a meeting with bis brother. Ho had doubt-
kesi during the twventy years sincrely repeuted of his sin. lie had received as-
suranico of the Divine forgiveness. It seemns strauge, therefore, iliat he should
lie remiuded of it at the very moment eof his illustrions vîctery. .Yet ail this is
only te mark more signally the grace eof God. Nowv, ho is te receive a new
naine ; a name to bli hatd in'cverL-is-tng remembrance ; a naine wvhicli was te, bc
liorne not only by the nation eof which lie was the iitstrious father, but by
the whole elect cburch of the living God, gyathered out eof ail the tribes eof earth,tlroîg Sil su9igae . 'Aîdle ad thy naine shall be called ne more
Jacob. but israeî , for as a pince hast thopo r with God and with man and
hast plrevailed." True, God, lad givea bim that power, but it was none the iess
true tlîat lie lind prevailed, becauso thîe power by -which. lie lîad held fast wvas the
gift of God. Hiere we sce why the cevenant Angel wrestled with Jacob. It was
not te cast him down an-d take avay the little strength hoe had. It wvas to estab-
lishi aud streng:then him, te draw foi-th and increase his power. Painful as the
experience %% as tiironigl wvhichi hoe lad passed, it was ail ordered in love, and the
cousequenees thereof wvere eminently gracions. So is it ever with the Clhristian.
11e niay for a time be broughit iute al orror of great darkness ; there May be a
struggle ia the vcery depths of bis being like the passing through the valley of
thie iihadew of death ; lie may bc distr-,-cted and full of' fear ; ln the preseaceoft
the Iioiy One, lie may feel bis very serl shrink and shrivel up-yet tlîrougli
grace is lie enîîbled to keep fast hold Oi' lie Angel eof the Covenant ; u.nd ia every
confllc'î is his faith strengthened and hisearnestness deepened, 'Intil by faith. and
praytr lie prevail at length. Then a glad deliverance come.q, the clends are
rolled froîn bis lieart and fromn lis destiny, and lie walks again lu the undimmed
aud gloriotis liglit of God's couintenance.

witl mon tee Istrael liad pievailed. In prevailiug with God, lie had necessarily
and certainly prevailed with men ; the one was the pledgo of the other. Either
the meeting with Esau would be averted ; or the aîiger of Esau turned away,
and the dreaded interview prove one of peace and love ; or at the very worst
lirael wvotld meet hirn ln that strength that always gives victory. Ho has only
now to stand stilI and see ilhe salvation of Ged. We see at once that Israel no,
longer feais to meet Esau. Personal danger isno longer lis absorbing thought.
Ho' continîues his petiion, but there is no trace in it of auy anxiety as te hew ho
shàil get tlîrougli the imorrow. H1e knowswelt that a brother offended is harder
to %vin than a fenced city. But he lins the assurance that Esau is already won,

*for God lia4 undertaken for hlm. Hoente in that most solema Moment of bis ex-
istence, bis prayer is, IlTell me, I pray theo thy Dame." H1e would kuow more
of Ilînt beiugâwo liad wvrestled wvith Iimi tilt the dawvn eof day, and frein whom,
be is'nowv about te part. But the answer is," Wher-efore is it that thon dost ask
aftcr niy naine VI This dees not seeni te us, as thougli the Angel would bide.
hlîîîself troin Is,'ael. and shrond bis tharacter la rnystery. But rather it seem&s
spekeii in the wvay eof goutte rebuke ; as tiiengl ho said, ' Thou hast feit my preý


