
18 TUE OÂNÂDIÂN PRESBYTERt.

"Ail avangelical danorminations, c;peially iu tl ceunt ry, îtrquicsce in Lhie
neesslity of piety ond of a cali front G-od, as re q iisite for Ibo miiiittolini office.
Tho Presbytorian CIînrch in the Uniited States las niover wavered in her tosti-
niony on1 tiioseo two points.

Il l regard to the importance Of XDUCÀTION te tia work of the miDistry, tbore
iB more difference of opinion ; bit iii otîr own Oliîîr'h thora lius nlways been a
uniforiiity of sentiment on the subject. Tho prisiciplo is Blippotsed Ie have tual
fitl sanction of thue word of Go<i.

" Utidor tlhe Jewishi dispensntion. tie ?riestis nnd Levihes wevo not ignorant
and illitor.-te men. The Lo-vitienl citiles wore pinces of Ioarning. Tuec ofr'uears of
tho sntictunry wec Poultided froin tic rest of thle tribes, sind alipointed te dweli
in towii8 wiiure tUiey iind olpcrtnniiiie of e<licntinn adn p ed te proniote intelîco-
tuai fit.ncss inuh dia<iscluargu of thecir sacrcd finct ions, fin Inter nisthera were
"gsehools of thea pr ait, s nt Naioth, Jerichio, Raîn.1lu, ft1rd Gilgal, for tue
instruction of prolits ani the Fons of propliets. And iu the eynaîgoguos, wlîiel
ara ceminonly suppoed Le have been establieicd Inter 141111, there %veie scribes
and cloctors of the Iuw, »lie possesseçi th)e gifts of teacliug in conneetion with
qualifications cf iearning.*

IlUnder the New Tcstnmen;t diFspensution, ifs fenid, the first-born umiong taia
prephets, wsns pre-niminent in MI knowlc'dge and Jearning. B3orn among the

lowiy. lie wnus fot corntent te keep down to Uhe natural love-1 of tluofr ignorance.
le incren.Red lu stature and iii wisdom. At the ageo f twQlve lie uiready usto-
nislîed tlhe dortors in the temiple ; and ivhen lie commeuced lus publie work,
ail the treasures cf ]cnoicdge abounded iu the perfection cf Ibis intellectunl
nature. Does net the wisdon anid learning of Uhc Saviour intinînte tliat those
'wlo seeok, iu luis stead, te picud iwhh nmen tu bc rcconciled te God, siiould striva
to pessess the higliest ixîtellertual nttainimenits widuin the rench of huinan effort?1

"'flic Aposties, originaily illiterutean<d comiparatively iiinlearned, wcrc ibrea
yenrs îînder the personni trainineg and instruction of our Lord Jeus Chiist.
Tlîoy enjoyed his inhiiato conmmunion ; they hourd buis public distourses; tluey
lived under thue liglît of his exiimple; thay wvittiessedl the manifestations of bis
intellect amd icert, and they luad the unpuralleied andvantagcs of bis froc andf
persevering teaehings. If never man spakeo as lie spnke, su nover Mni tauglit
as hie tatughh. Net oinly la tha apestolic instruction a plea fer leung in the
Ciuristrian ininistry but it justifies the course pursqued by our Churcli in requlr-
ing that the intxcrval betlveen tie cuit te the office and eutrance on ils dutios,
sheuld bo, iu genieral, a. periçd cf prepîîrutory study.

"lBut thie fuot tluat immnasursîbly exaits the position of the Apostios above (lmat
of eili ether minisîcrs vas thoir eTidowuicnt witlu uniraculeus giff s of inspiration
and of tongués. Thie Lloly Spiritonulighiteuîod tlieirmrinds, se mus te, keep their nuthli-
ritutive tecclings free frers uit adiiixture of errer, and gave thouîî the gift cf
tonues te coitmuuunicale freely te others their revelatiens. Tlius gifted vith
thouglits and %vith tengues frers Ged, they becamne the pattern ef utn enliglit-
ened und pew-erfui nuînistry. Peter, who ivas called wvhi1e throwving bis net
into the sout, vas euliglitened te beconue a ready penman of the Lord, and te-
give to the Clitrchi the two opistles thut heur lus inure; whilst Uhc band of
Johin, wvliciu )vas nîonding a net, ut the Saviour's call, wrete a Go!spel, three
epistlos, and a greut. boek of Revelution. Apostelie exuruple is the Moest pewer.
fui I)lCf Ged ever made to the Otuurth in faveur of a leurned ministry ; espe-
CiaIIy if wc inolude thc cae of Paul, learned in ait Jewish and Pagan know-

*Ne illiterate person, or inechanie, waB allowed te speak in the synagogue under any
circurnstanes, but only thue learued. Sce Jcnuing's Jewili .Antiquitics, B3ook IL. Chap. 2


