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ofiesand mission-vzorkors, for thie
rearing of Ris greo.t temple. lielias
given, as the Apostie says, "s8ome
aposties, ana soma prophets and
ovangelists-some pastors and teadli-
ors-for the perfectingý of the saints,
for the work of the ministry, for the
edifying of the Body of Christ."
After the completion of Solomon's
Temple,. and before the workmen
separated, no doubt tliey met to-
gether and cemented the bond of
friendsbip that had existe among
them, during their seven long Years of
toil; ana in ordier that tliey miglit in
future years recognize oacI oCher
wherover tliey miglit meet, they
adopted certain signe, tokens and
words-it may have been those used
among themselves- while working to-
gether; those familiar to them, ail;
ana yet unknown te the test of the
world. Ronce, as we msy reasonably
conclude, <trose the Order cf Masonry,
and as those mon travelled tîrougli-
out the world, they carried with thora
the truths and principles of their Or-
daer, and by their secret signs and
tokens they were known toeoaci
other, and distinguished froin the
rest of. the world. Ronce 'the dis-
seminatiorn of Masonry,. ana its simil-
arity ana identity the wide worid over.
Ana i ýview of its sacrea rise, its con-
nection with the building of God's
ancient temple ana its usefulness te
mon ln ail ages, we would. say: -«Lot
the grand oïd Order continue," "'lot
the ancient customs prevail," and
"lot the anciont landmarks be pro-
served." Lot me add; that Freema-
sonry is the most ancient of al
human societies-the most ancient,
baving existence fiom time immemo-
rial. It bas come down to us tbrough
the ruin of sates ana klngdoins aind
empires, ana lias survived the wieck
of nations. Whien wara have wagea
fierceiy, ana lande have been deluged
witlh blood, her meroifui and brother-
ly band lias rescued thousana from.
death, anda bas saved women ana
childuen from. distrees and dLepair.
In short, out belovel Order lias

tauglit her mombers tô practice somne
of the highest principlos of out holy
religion-1'to roognize ini evory sorn
of Adam ai brother of the a.ust,'"
ana ",to relieve his wants, ana te
soothe bis sorrows *as far as their
means permit." And again, Free-
masonry dlaims to ho the most
honorable of ail human societies,
because she teaches the most honor-
able principles; because, in ail agas,
the honorable of the oarth have pat-
ronized lier my8teries and joine&, ini
lier assemblies; because kings anti
monarohs bave been promoters of lier
art and hayenot thouglit it beneath
t'boir dignity to exohange the sceptre
for the gavel. Though Fraemasonry
lias been before the worldl for aImost
unnumbered agas, and lier history is;
on1e of whxch no0 Mason need be
ashamed, fuil of glory and renown,
and hence needs no0 word ini vindica-
tion or of praise from me, yet, im
view of recent slanders ana bitter
ourses from higli places,- ailow me
te adthat, our anoient and honor-
able Order ie founded upon the truths:
-of our holy religion; that on lier doors:
of admission are inscribed "Faith ini
God," 11tope in immortality," an&.
"ICharity amorg mon;" that on lier
banners are written Temperance ani
Fortitude, iPrudence and Justice, ani
the first lesson she teaclies man on,
entering ber doors is to go down on
his kneos before bis God and te vo.w
bis vows to God to ba good arid true-
If aIe reminds man of lis fallen ani
sinful state, she aise points hum. te a
living and forgiving God. If aIe i-
presses upon bim bis inevitable
destiny, pointing him, to a figurative
deatb, and to other emblema of
mortailty, she also points hlm, te a
living and an eternal God, wlie can
eaise biný from. the tomb of transgroEr-
sioin, and who wiil bring to every
faithful and obediont, soul peace andi
salvation. If Freemasonry tolls mort

OANt this point all the brethren stoodl up,
at the sonvd of the gavel, in token of a
reainess to deend Mâaonic silence beform
the w~orld, yet d1evotion to their Ordoer.


