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inîstanc the ihair soon loses its unatiral noisture ad
becomesdrv."

But tiere are other facts equally remashable.
No s-ooner are the walls of a buifding platered

tian tll. t .-tnait. malsty 11,0e0 in vithiout any fear of
rieunatismn or Lthose eickniesses which vould be the
inttble conequence of su doitg in Europe. So
tuo the plasterer' hiiself ean lay on the secontd coat
at once; while oit the otier iand tie upholsterer
and pianiio.forte manufacturer imlust be very careftil
in selecting, their wood, for what would be amliply
seasotned m Lurope wouild soon crack and split in,
America."

Our author is evideutly speaking of Lte Eastern
and Mliddle States, for this extreie dryness of the
atmospiere does not prevail in Western Canada,
nor in those States bordering the great Lakes.

The numbeir of rainy days in Amteri:a, if we
except perhaps Englanîd and .Norway, is nut less thant
in Europe generaily. But here the air never retains
the moisture no isooner dous it cease raining than
the hygroimeter commences at once to sinik, anid soon
shows hiat the atmospiere is as dry as ever This
dryness of tise Amierican climate is very readily ex-
plained b'y our savain. lis America, as in Europe,
vesterly winda chiefly prevail. They procecd,

however, te the coasts of Europe, ioadedi witi the
moisture which tlhey have collected during their
paslsge aero.s the ocean. Consequently, rain gels-
orally ahccompaniestem. Te westerly w inds reacli
the middie anu Eastern States onlv after passing
over a wholie continmentt, and vien they have lost a
large portion of their mtoisture. Therefore they
seldoi bring raiu with Liiem.

lI consi.iering the action of our climate on animais
and plmins, it would seei as Buffon has observe.d,
that wiile tise animais generally that have beei in-
troduced her, iave oi the vhole, rather detcriorated
frot the parent stock, plants on thie other band,
have dcidedly improved. Fron this it is argued

that Aimerica is peculiarily the continent for the
vegetable, whilc Europe is that for the animal king-
doma. The history however, of North America is of
too receit a date to afford any very juat grounds for
dctermining the nodifications tie animal king-
doi nay have undergone, and our aithor prefers
rather loo.king at mitan iîiseif.

lie attributes the peculiar characteristics of the
Ncw Etglatiders to the influence of climate. "'That
Bone of tiese," lie saye, "depend on elimate is seen

by Lte fact th1at a trip to Europe will give fullnsess
to the cheek, while the Englisimans rarely grows
stouter, but almnost.invariably tiitner during his
sojourn in Atmerica." To the dryness of the atMos-
pliere too, M. Desor would attribute tie feverish
aetivity whi :i scens to bciong to the Americau.
He considers thsat Lte want of moisture in the air
may act tu sone extent on the nervous system, and
supports his theory by noticing tiat a long con-

tilnuance of a north-east wind-the wind that cor.

responds in dryness witlh the westerly one in
America-produes tie samne kîtd of restlessness and
activity amtisonig the inîhabitants of the Jura. If a
dry wind blowing for a short tii' only among the
Alps, can exert any such influence, we can easily
imagine that the comparative thorouglh dryness of
the Aierican elimaate nay have something to do
vith thatconstituitonal activity which is so rapidly
advaieing is in all the arts of civilized life, wiile
it is at thc saie time producing a graduai deter-
ioration of the physical man.

M. Desor's views cone to us through an imperfeci
fragmenitary translation, and we sire, therefore, un.
aware if lie produces any facts to justify the be-
lief that the immiigrant races will, in a few centurieù,
becsome tliorougilv aceliiatised. "A careful study,"
says Lyel, of the preseut distribtution of animals
and plants ovie the globe, lias led nearly all our best
naturalists to the opinion that aci species iad its
origin in a single birth place, ansd spread gradually
fromt its original centre." Now if wc adopt this view
of "specific coueî,reg," and admit the Sacred Record as
authority on questions of geography, we inust coii.
clude tiat the aboriginal tribes migrated from

Euirope at sone reinote period, and are merely
"suttlers" of an oler date. Tie well-built franes,
and due proportion of inuscular and adipose sub.
stanîce displayed by many of these tribes, prove
incontestibly that the deteriorating cilimatie inilu.
cnees of this continent maay be overcome in a long
course of years. But vietler the descendants of
the first settlers of New Engladu (more than two
centurivs having now laîpsed) exiibit any evidence
that -ey have reaciIed the lowest point in tei
descending scale, and have begun to aîseensd to the
original type, is a point of mauchi interest, and one
that we sh1ousld like to Sec intvestigated. We have
met wth1 no facts to support such a vcnclusioi; the
evidence produced ratier goes to show tiit the
nadir of piysical deterioration cannot bo rcaclied
in two centuries. Sir Charles Lyell scems te '..
this opinion. In his "Second Visit to the Unsite<
States, &c.," lie remasnrks (VIl. 1, p. 123) tiat,-

" Manv whio lave been bort in Amnerica of families
settled tere for severail generations find their iealth
imtsproved by a visit to England, just as if they re-
turned ti tieir native air ; nnd it tmay require

.cVeral ccnturies befoce a race beconies thsorougily
accliiatised."

And after mentioning the fact tiat the atmospiore

is drier, and the annual range of the tiermomctar

much greater in America than in corresponding
latitudes on tie Eaistera aide of the Atlantie, le
say,-

Even so cosmopolite a being as mnu mnay de-
maud morckthan two centuric and a quarter before


