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tem. In our Canadian exhibitions o great deal [ meut to advance agricultural inteicsts, bu

is done for effect, and much money 15 spent in
decorativns to please tae eye, while in Scotiand
it would be cousidered infra dig. to embellish
the ground otherwise than by u line display of
iive stuck, showing the nearest approach to per-
fection in breeding, and of agivcuttural products
of extraordinary excellence.” A Canadian visit-
ing the show grounds of the Hizhland Svciuty,
might first very naturally enquire and look for
the ¢ Ladies’ Department,” but he would look
in vain, and say, Mr. President, what would
your show have been to-day without the lad.es’
department ?

Well mizht his ISxecelleney the Governor
General suy, on visitag the Upper Canade
show, that theire was little to choose between it
and the great national show of Biitain.  Indeed
tc the casual observer the Canadian Provicial
Exhibitions are more attraciive, and while there
are many points in which we tull short, there
are minor puints, to us important ones, in which
we even excel. T have particular reference to
dege tools and the smaller kinds of farming in-
plements, many of which, as mude in Canada,
are decidedly better adapted to our use than the
correspondin 1a:slish implements.

But there is another point of difference be-
tween our Canadian azricultural societies and
those of Britun, more remarkable than uny that
has been noticed. Not only the national societies
of Scotlwd and Lagand, hut all the county
and branch societies ar: seLr-sveporting. They
do not receive—they do not ask from Govern
ment one furthinx for their support. IIow do
they raise their funds? The Highland Society
its $20,000 per annum; the Luglish society,
more than double that amount, by voluntary
contributions. The benefits accruinz to the
country from their operations are so self-appar-
ent that it needs no bribe 1o induce the farmers
to become members; neither do they require,
like some of our members, even with the bribe,
to he dragged into the Society; on the con
trary it is considered an hunour to be admitted a
member; so much so that a candidate for mem-
bership must be proposed and seconded, and
thereafter elected by Lallot at some one of the
monthly meetings of the society. Does any one
tell me that such 2 result, though attainable in
‘the old country,”” cannot be looked forin a
new country like Canada? Let me point him
to our neishoursacross the St. Lawrence. T am
not aware that the inhabitanis of St. Lawrence
county receive one cent from their StateGovern-
ment in suppurt of agricultural societies, and yet,
from all I can learn, agricultural societies not
only exist there, but are supported with a spirit
worthy of our imitation. Looking at the mat
ter in this light, I have often been led to doubt
whether ou~ local agricultural Societies are
really standing upon the firmest foundation.
The fact that we find an agricultural sociezy in
almost every township of Upper Canada, docs
evidence solicitude on the part of our govern-

dues not affurd evidence to my wind thatg
people we we above all others interested ¢
wroacultwaal improvement, It may be so, a
it muy Le that we ure infiuencea by w much by
worthy motne—to secue aun equal disuibutiv
of the dothus aud eents.  Why, sir, I finl
Lelieve that it the Canadian Goyerument couk
be indaced w sauction w still furthei—more iy
finitesimal sub-division of the public giauntsy
agriculture, that we weuld, cre loug, have u
agricultwal society in every school division ¢
the Provinee.  Idy not make the sweeping &
sertion thut improvement is incompatible wit
township socictics.  Sume of them I am glad
know are doing good; 1 merely give it as w
matured opinion thut mute goud would res:
to the agricuiture of Canada weie u larger pr
portion of the public appropriution placed+
the disposal of cuuimy societies.

All civilized nations have, in ail ages, fo
tered agricalture as an honourable and v dispa
sable employment of man, and the positi
which the Government of Canada has thus ead
assumed in 1clation to agriculture, is un indie
tion that our ralers are alive to the vast bex
fits which an enlightened system of husbands
together with a geneval diffusion of sound ag:
cultural knowiedze, must confer upon the cow
tiy; and it is a just matter of pide for Cap
dians that they can boast of such an organizate
as tukes the oversight of the agricultural inte
ests of the Province. In connection with ¢
Government, Canada possesses a special bures
of agriculture, provides for a professor of age
culture in the Provincial University, and a
pends annually from the pubiic chest, 1110
in aid of azreultural societies,

In the United States, up 1o the present time
the Agricultural Division of U. S, Patent Offc
has been the only visible or appreciable agent
of this great and essential interest. This agen;
comprises as its personnel, 2 Superintender
four Clerks, and a Curator or Gardener, andi
average annual expeuse has been the paltiys
of $53,000. In other words, Canada gives:
every man, woman and child of her populatic
the annual sum of 43 cents; the United Stat
gives the sixth part of oue cent to each i
vidual of her population, towards developi
the resources of that country.*

In justice to the Superintendent, however,:
must be stated that he remonstrates loud
against the inconsiderate and miserly policy.
his government, and urges them to liberali
commensurate with the importauce of the
pose aimed at.  In respect to the mode in whi
the American Government encourages agric
culture, ¢“the report” tell us that ¢ froml
31st of December, 1860, to the same date 18
2,474,380 parcels of garden and flower set
have been distributed of doubtful value; seve
varieties of flower seed were procured: whi
have not been distributed, but destroyed bees
of their ohjectionable qualities, some of th

® There are also the aeparate Stute appropriations.—{b




