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The Duke course which lie took ini retreating from plattsburg. The
of Wel- Duke of Wellington, in sending the Watteville regillt
Iington
approves from. the Peninsula to Canada, liad written ini FebfllaY,
lis action. 1813, that lie trusted Prevost would 'not be induced bY

any hopes of trifling advantages to depart fromn a srn
defensive system. lie may depend upon it that lieeWl
flot be strong enough, either in men or means, to estab1ish
himself in any conquest hie miglit make '; and 011
December 22, 1814, after the resuit of the Plattsburg e%Pe'
dition was known, lie wrote expressing lis higli apProva
of tlie conduct of the war in Northi America, and referred
to the Plattsburg expedition in tlie followiflg wvords.
'Wlietlier Sir George Prevost was riglit or wroflg 111i
decision at Lake Cliamplain is more than I can tell, ~O
of this I arn certain, lie must equally have returned to

Kingston'1 after the fleet was beaten, and 1 an inIcijned to
think lie was riglit. I have told the ministers rePeatedY
that a naval superiority on the lakes is a sine quâ 'no o

success in war on the frontier of Canada, even if our Oblect
should be wliolly defensive.' Prevost miglit also, by waY
of justification, have quoted the words of tlie dispatCh of
June 3, wlidl, in instructing him. to take the Offensive
against American territory, bid him guard agalllSt Wh

ever 'miglit commit the safety of tlie force placed 'ander

your command '. and
Notwithstanding, for tlie retreat from. Plattsburg a

stili more for the wliole conduct of the expeditiony prevOs
was and is blamed to tlie present day. Men rerneiIlbe 0ed

that lie had in similar fashion drawn off the trooP bi
before Sackett's Harbour; and, undoubted as wvere
merits as a civil governor; liowever prudentlY and 'watchr

fully lie lad maintained the defence of Canada ±lirOes ai
tliese trying years, ministering as far as lis reSesl 0
lowed to tliis point and to tliat, no success in tl ii ld 

attacked anbidla enceie ohmwic is friends "0U
Prevostd aa ins a ence e motiyn eisodes The naval
by the set off aint tliese two mriyn psds

navaloerel

officers. men not unnaturaily found tlieir defencefor the oewefi
The Duke of Wellington wrote Kingston by mnistake ' otre


