
TFHE ORIGIN 0F THE E.ARLS 0F LE NNOX ls

This last Alwin is apparently the onlly one of the
narne on record xvliose importance at this trne would
lead to the supposition thiat lie was the person on whorn
was conferred the hionor of an earldlomi towards the close
of a life devoted to Iiis sovcreign.

1-is first appearance as a witness to a chiarter îvas in
Hlie year 1131-1132.1 Th'lis would p)lace the probale
date of his birth about the bgnigof the twelfthi cen-
tury, whiichi fits in cxactly withi thie probable (late of tHe
birth of Alwin, first'Earl of Lennox, thius streng-thening'
the idea that they mere one and trie saine individuial.
Thiere does not appear to be any evidence whiichl could be
advanccd agrainst this supposition.

Robertson ruakes die rather feeble statemient tliat#_
MacArchiil's family seemis to hiave been carried on by
"«Gilleanrias, son of Alwyn," hi i bsolutely with o 1
fouîîdation, as -the naine -Gillandres filo Alwini" appears
only twice, andi thien as witness to charters by King Mal-
colm (1153-65) to the Chiurch. 3

Robertson also indinîges in thie conviction that Alwin,
second Earl of Lennox, xvas, a iinior in 1174, and thiere-
fore unlikely to be son of Alwin MacArkzil, w'ho lourishiec
so muchi earlier. This we have shown to be wronrg.

The next step is to ascertain the identity of A-il, the
father of Alwin MacArkil.

XVe hiave already seen tliat the ancestors of the Earls
of Lennox probably possessed the lordsipl over the landis
comprisec inl that Earlomi, or were ste-wards of the dis-
trict. If, thien, we can find an Arkil living about thie be-
ginining of tHe l2thi Century wlio, iînself or biis ancestors,
lield authority iii the Lennox, lie would. iii aIl probability,
be the fatlier of thie first Earl of Lennox. Sucli a manî
existed in the person of Ulkil, son of Madcson of
Maldred or Malcoini, King of the Cumibrians, whose
kingdonis included Strathclyde and the Lenno0X. 4

Tliere is no doubt that "Ulkill and "Arkill" were but
variations of the saine naine due to the inexact ortlio-
gcraphy of the age. In fact, this is ih~n u-thie Boldon
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