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expiation of fins to confift in penances,
than which fancy cannot fuggeft any
thing mere rigorous and abfurd ; in fit-
ting or ftanding whole years in oneun-
varied pofture; in carrying the heavieft
loads, or dragging the moft weighty
chains ; in expofing the naked body,
and in hanging with the head downward
before the fierceft and mioft intolerable
fire.”} .

" There is great reafon to doubt that
Mr. Orme, and many other writers,

have been too partial to the charater of -

the. Hindoos. Dr. Robertfon, in the
-appendix tohis ¢ Hiftorical Difquifition
‘concerning Ancient India,” in his ac-
count of the religion of the Hindoos,
fays * The pagodas of the eaft were pol-
lnted with human facrifices, as well as

the
G2

* T See the concluding Sermon in Whites’s Ser-
mon’s. London, printed, 1785. See a differtation
upon the Hindoos prefixed to << The Hiftory of Hin-
doftan. By Alexander Dow, Efg.”” See alfo ¢ [n-
fitutes of Hindu law.”” By the late Sir William
Jones. If the reader will attend to thefe works, he
muft allow that a rational fpirit of Chriftianity would

ge far preferable to the religious fyftem of the Hin~
00s,
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