[ 80 ]

McLeod, with which he occasionally rode tbrough the eountry '
accompanied by Aléxander MecDonzell, also in uniform, andg
‘a numerous suite of the Clerks and half breeds, and other sexp-
‘vants of the'North West Company on horseback. - The first
-steps taken in furtherance of their hostile intentions, weretp
“greate discontents amongst the worst disposéd of the settlers,
-to excite 10 them a coutempt of ihe authority of their supe-
riors, the officers of the colony, énd to alarm them with age
eounts of danger to be aéprehended from the native lndians.
{To thege representations succeeded promises of reward to se-
veral, if they would act against the settiement;and to all
other inducements were added romantic descriptions Aof ad-
vantage to be obtained from settling in Canada, to whish -
province they were. promiged a conveyanee 1in the N. W,
Canoes, and a grant or gift of lands en tl.eir arrival, together
“with cattle to stock their farms. Mr. Spencer, the Sheriff, °
a most valuable officer to th.e settlement, was take\n prisener,
voder & warrant from a North West partner, pretexting as 2
- eriminal offence, the detention of the Pemican before men.
" tioned, and was, after being long detained, sent some thog-

i

sand miles to Montreal,

During the interval between the autumn of 1814 and the
- spring of 1813, severalof the settlers were seduced, tutored,

and prepared. fur the commission of crimes. A number of
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