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centuries to come, if a system of non-intercourse could be established and
preserved. But such is not to be the case—the buffalo’s doom is sealed, and
with their extinction must assuredly sink into real despair and starvation, the
inhabitants of these vast plains, which afford for the Indians, no other
possible means of subsistence ; and they must at last fall a prey to wblves
and buzzards, who will have no other bones to pick.

It seems hard and cruel, (does it not?) that we civilized people with all the
luxuries and comforts of the world about us, should be drawing from the
backs of these useful anipals the skins for our luxury, leaving their carcasses
to be devoured by the uglves—that. we should draw from that country, some
150 or 200,000 of their robes annually, the greater part of which are taken
from animals that are killed expressly for the robe, at a season when the
meat is not cured and preserved, and for each of which skins the Indian has
received but a pint of whiskey !

Such is the fact, and that number or near it, are annually destroyed, in
addition to the number that is necessarily killed for the subsistence of
300,000 Indians, who live entirely upon them. It may be said, perhaps,
that the Fur Trade of these great western realms, which is now limited chiefly
to the purchase of buffalo robes, is of great and national importance, and
should and must be encouraged. To such a suggestion I would reply, by
merely enquiring, (independently of the poor Indians’ disasters,) how' much
more advantageously would such a capital be employed, both for the weal
of the country and for the owners, if it were invested in machines for the
manufacture of woollen robes, of equal and superior value and beauty;
thereby encouraging the growers of wool, and the industrious manufacturer,
rather than cultivating a taste for the use of buffalo skins; which is just to
be acquired, and then, from necessity, to be dispensed with, when a few years
shall have destroyed the last of the animals producing them. -

It may be answered, perhaps, that the necessaries of life are given in
exchange for these robes; but what, I would ask, are the necessities in
Indian life, where they have buffaloes in abundance tolive on ? The Indians’
necessities are entirely artificial—are all created ; and when the buffaloes shall

- have disappeared in his country, which will be within eight or ten years, I

would ask, who is to supply him with the necessaries of life then? and I
would ask, further, (and leave the question to be answered ten years hence),
when the skin shall have been stripped from®the back of the last animal, who
is to resist the ravages of 300,000 starving savages; and in their trains,
1,500,000 wolves, whom direst necessity will have driven from their desolate
and gameless plains, to seek for the means of subsistence along our exposed
frontier? God has everywhere supplied man in a state of Nature, with the
necessaries of life, and before we destroy the game of his country, or teach
him new desires, he has no wants that are not satisfied.

Amongst the tribes who have been impoverished and tepeatedly removed,
the necessaries of life are extended with a better grace from' the hands of
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