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to speak against the respect due the
best of kings, I treated him as a
worthless dog for speaking in that
way and told him that, having had
the honour to eat bread in his service,
I would pray to God all my life for
His Majesty. He left me; threatening
that he would return to his fort and
that when he was there I would not
dare to speak to him as I had done.
I could not expect to have a better
opportunity to begin what I had re-
solved to do. I told this young brute
then that I had brought him from his
fort, that I would take him back
myself when I pleased, not when he
wished. He answered impertinently
several times, which obliged me to
threaten that I would put him in
a place of safety if he vas not wiser.
He asked me then if he was a prisoner.
I said I would consider it and that I
would secure my trade since he had
threatened to interrupt it. I then
withdrew to give him time to be in-
formed by the Englishmen how his
father's loss was lost with 1ihe Com-
pany's ship and the bad situation of
Mr. Bridgar. I left in their company a
Frenchman who understood English
unknown to them. When I had left
young Gillam urged the Englishman
to fly and to go to his master and
assure him that he would give him six
barrels of powder and other supplies if
he vould undertake to deliver him out
of my hands. The Englishman made
no answer, but he did not inform me
of the proposition that had been made
him (I had learned that from the
Frenchman who had learned every-
thing and thou ght it was time to act
for my security.)"

In the evening Radisson said nothing
of what he knew of the plot. He
asked those in his train if the muskets
were in their places which he had put
around to act as guarantee against
surprise. At the word musket young
Gillam, who did not know what was
meant,· grew alarnied and, according
to Radisson, wished to fly, believing
that it was intended to kill him. But
his flight was arrested by his captor
who took occasion to free him fom

his apprehension. The next morning,
however, the bushranger's plans were
openly divulged. He told Gillam that
he was about to take his fort and ship.

" He answered haughtily that even
if I had a hundred men I could not
succeed and that his people would have
killed more than forty before they
could reach the palisades. This bold-
ness did not astonish me, being very
sure that I would succeed in my de-
sign."

Having secured Gillam the younger,
it was now necessary to secure the
fort of which he was master. The
intrepid Frenohman started for Hayes
Island wih nine men, and, gaining an
entrance by strategy, he cast off the
mask of friendship and boldly demand-
çd the keys of the fort and the whole
stock of arms and powder. He added
that in the event of their refusal to yield
he would raze the fort to the ground.
No resistance seems to have been
attempted, and Radisson took formai
possession of the place in the name of
the King of France. This ceremony
being concluded, he ordered Jenkins,
the mate, to conduct him to the ship,
and here formai possession was taken
in the same fashion, without any
forcible objection on the part of the
crew. Some explanation of this ex-
traordinary complaisance, if Radisson's
story of the number of men he took
with him be true, may be found in the
commander's unpopularity, he having
recently killed his supercargo in a
quarrel.

Nevertheless Benjamin Gillam was
not to be altogether without friends.

A certain Scotchman, perchance the
first of his race in those regions, which
were afterwards to be forever associ-
ated with Scottish zeal and labours,
wishing to show his fidelity to his
chief, escaped and eluding the efforts
of Radisson's fleetest bushrangers to
catch him, arrived at Fort Nelson and
told his tale. The Governor's astonish-
ment may be imagined. He had
hitherto no inkling of the presence of
the New England interlopers, and
although his captain and fellow-servant
was not equally ignorant Gillam had


